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A registrar of deeds, if he possesses ordinary intelligence and
iS systematic and pain'ataking in the conduet of hL- office, xnay
possibly carry on the business of his office without niishap, Dot-
withstanding his want of knowledge of law; but a Master of
Titles who h as to adrninister the Torrens syttem. of land transfer
has a very different system to deal with, he is flot merely a
custodian of sueh deeds as may be tendered hini for registration,
but he haN to pass on their legal suffieiency, and he is often called
on in a quasi judicial character to consider documents presented
to hinm for registration and questions arising thercon for which
n aceurate knowiedge of ]aw is indispensable. Mistakes by

such a fiinction.-ry inay cause at any tirne hepvy drafts on the
Assurance Fuud, and iii case of that being exlhaustcd, on the Pro.
vincial Exehequer. To appoint te, such offices men without any
legal training is to court disaster.

Quite apart fromn the very important censideration above
referred to, onie is at losts te know w'hy the claims of professional
men to positions N'hich should, for the kiafety and convenicuce
of the public, be fild by lawyers, have heen ignored iii the past,
notably se by the late -overnmcuiet iii Ontario One fa ils to sec
why a bakel(riliould be eleeted te superintend the important work
connePted with the granting of letters of -admini4tration, the
proof of w~ills and sue*h likie ats Regis4trar of a Surrogate Court,
or fairiersý, grov*rs, or blacksmiths be ehosen ais Clerks of County
Courts to deeide on points (if practie andi tax costs, etc., with
wliich matters3 tbey are totally unfamiiliar. But the comical
aspect of such appointinents is not the- iost st.riking. If fair-
ness to the legal professior is to be set aside Rurely the~ require-
nient.% of publie business shouid not be overlooked. In ail the
nmatters above referred te legal training is net inerely desirable,
but it i., essenltil to the prope.r di4eharge cf the duties im-posed.
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appointments to the office of the Master of "fities, or Local Masters
of Title, it would be undertaking risks which, it is flot justified in
the publie interest in assumiug.


