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Katherine, watching him with anxious, loving 
eyes, noticed that now he clung to Nellie more than 
he did to her. At first this raised an acute jealousy 
in her heart, for she was very human, and in his 
days of health and mental vigour her father had 
always clung most to her; but a very little reflection 
brought her to see that this change was really a 
matter for thankfulness, as he would not miss her 
so much during her absence. It was good for Mrs. 
Burton, too; for the more there were to love and 
depend upon her the easier did she find it to rise to 
the occasion, and be ready to meet all the demands 
upon her.

The great difficulty in arranging for an early 
marriage lay in securing a minister to perform the 
ceremony. Directly the waters were open, Jervis 
sent men with mails to Maxohama, with instructions 
to bring back a clergyman with them—the bishop if 
they could get him ; but if he were not available, that 
is, if his spring visitation had not begun, then some 
other clergyman must be secured. He also sent a 
letter to Mr. Selincourt, urging that gentleman’s 
speedy return, stating as his reason the necessity 
there might be for his own absence when the fishing 
commenced.

When the men had gone there were other prepara
tions to be set afoot, and, although five weeks might 
possibly elapse before the men returned with the 
clergyman, arrangements for the ceremony had to be 
set about without delay, because there was so much 
to be done.

A wedding in that out-of-the-way place was such 
an extraordinary occasion that everyone at Seal Cove 
and Roaring Water Portage would expect an invita-


