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enlpown. Physical strength nnd still with i|i or
rifle were mined ss they must needs be In snob a 
life. Newspapers were rarely seen, and pofidos 
troubled no mao.

Three years before the date of my story, Elisa
beth Preston had found her way with her hus
band into the wilderness. A great stress was upon
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vigorous, enterprising men, bfit for the most part 
they were waife and strays whom civilisation had 
disappointed. A few who came into the woods 
together were Swedenborgians. These mysterioud 
woodlands suited them. Regarded by their neigh
bors as strange beings, they lived on, patiently 
waiting for the better earthly good which did not 
come. The ority h/A no religion, or what they 
had^Md faded strgyté the absence of churches, and 
their echootieee children grew op strong as 
pines in that untainted air. In thaaa deep 
untroubled by courts of justice, « more 
and smaller class found a sanctuary into 
avenging law pursued their steps. WJfo 
temptations uçd sufficient work, fish In foe i 
and game in foe woods, life was adventurous enough 
to suit their tastes, and not too difficult Hence, 
serious crime was rare, and these ron£h «riles from 
the cities were less troublesome than in more con
ventional communities. For grave offisnoss foe 
law of the woods was swift enough, and sometimes 

ï tooNfooughtlessly swift, in its vengeance. Ou 
wbot, thejtone of this widely-mattered and 
as pdpulaffiSn was right-minded and just - A 

certain manliness was the common gift. Ousts
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