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The IntroduB'toft,

Cf^^edlird on, and fome Years fince perfeeuted with

Srcat. Hcat» for .yiftualling the Fleet in the Me-
itferraneam and neccditatcd to obtain a Privy Seal

for pa^ng his Accounts ; which notwithilanding,

could not ihehcr him from the Reproaches of his

Enemies, who pretended to aflcrt, that he had un-

juftly gained great Sums thereby, to enrich him-

fclf i and fo far prevaird, that a Vote paflcd the

then Houfc of Commons, importing, That no Jd-

miral^ Commander in Chiefs or Captain^ ought to

concern themfelves in the FiSlualUng .any of the Men

pf tVar : But only the proper Jgents and Purfers ap-

pointed for that purpofe. And fince a Perfon of his

Rank and Merit could not efcapc evil Tongues,
nor the violent Attacks of an irritated Party, now
ihould I expcft to fare better ? And therefore I am
not fo much furprizcd at all the unveafonable Ca-

lumnies raifed againft me by prejudiced People,

arid received as Truths and juil, amongft fuch

who are altogether unacquainted with Naval Af-

fairs i but that the Lords of the Admiralty (with

and under fome or mod of whom I had fo long

ferved in the Navy) fliould be fo violently piqued

at me, as to leave me out of the Half-pay Lill,

,
without the lead: previous Notice, or * any jult

Reafon adigned for fo doing, was what I never

expeded.

That Clamours and Complaints have been fre-

quent againd mod, if not all, and fome of the bed
/of the Flag Odicers of the Royal Navy, is, too

•Wbll kriown, by every one who has ferved in the

Fieet, to wiint Prpof. But that ever any Fjag Of-
ficer lias been laid adiiJc without a Hearing before

' the King s^nd Coui^cH, and the King's Order
thereupon, ' alledging the Grounds for fuch a Dif-

jgrace > or withouc a F^pdon or Superannuation, I

.^lare be bold to % I am the did, if not the only
ha^ u^-:iv\m: Mill t ^fniiJC' »
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