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That rills ill-nat-nred doifliinc ihoulil be

preached by the miliionnries of a court, I i\o not

vondtr. Ic ;inlvvei s their purpole. Hut that

it fhould be heard nnioi g tiioie who pretend to

be itroag afiertots ot Ibcrty, is not only iur-

priiing, l)ut hardly natufid. This moral Icvcl-

hu^'xs -A jcrvile principle. It leads to practical

pallive ob.-dience far better, than all the doc-

trines, which the pli- nt accommodation of
Theology to power, has ever produced, k
cuts up by the roots, not only all itlea of forci-

ble; refidance, but even of civd oppolition. It

dif; oles men to an abje6l liibmiliion, not by
opi lion, which may be (hakcn by argument
or altered by paffion, but by the llrong ties of

public and private iiiterell:. For if all men
wlio aif^ in a public fituation are equally lelfifli,

corrupt, and venal, what realbn can be given

for dellring any fort of change, which, befides

the evils \vliich muft attend all changes, can

be prod u (Eli ve of no poiHble advaiitagej 1 he
active men in the ftate are true famptcs of the

mals. If they are univerlaily depraved, the

common-weahh itfelf is not lound. We may
amule ourlelvrs with talking as much as we
pLafc of the virtue of middle or humble life;

that, is, w^e .may place our confidence in the

Virtue of thofe who have never been tried. But
if the perlons who are conlinually emerging
out of that Iphcre, he no better tluui tiiolc wiiom
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