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Extract fIom (ioi'ervor Sirorifr'3 speech, XTthJunuury, 180().

0^ ('li.ii^rH III llic cniiHlitutioii oi' guveriiiiii-ni ire hioh- MJiirioiis

tliait in till' NVNicin of lawn : ij* even n smuU innoval ion may desiroi/ Us
piincifilvs. 'i'lii- hdiH) I-s of the coiimIUuIioii hud brfoie tltt-iH not only
the >oiin;4 >v|iirh liiid btsii |)i'cferr('(l by the Meveral 8luh'H -, hut those
also, which bi fore thiit lime, had bi-eii devised in other n%e% miiU

n.itiooH And llxiiiifh the repealed e)«|)erimeht!i which huve since

|ai<oii |>lace in luirope, may sn;;({*'^t mailer for wuriiiii){, they uflbrd

noihini; for iiiiitalioii If, iioIm ithMlundiiiir, it m found byexpeii-
eiice, Ihal the conHliliilioii o|»eraleH very iiiitqoally, or the coiixlrtic-

(ioii «<f any pui t is donhlfiil, aincudmenis may he neceSAui y lo alter

or I X. lain it ^(Jr Ihtl it i.i in vain to expect tftut all will be salinjicd—

Vrre ivverHiiienlH ailmil of an eiidlevB v.niety of inodiKi alioiiM ; and
tlu '.i|Mhioiis enti'itaiiK'd of their rcn|ier(ive mi'riU are equally vu-

rioiij. VVIicii tliecoiibtiliition Mii8csiabli»hed, pcrhi|<Nno man tliut

bccMfiir snlijj'fi to it was perfeclly pleased with every part ij.j It

irii.s tlie. re.iull of »mhnil concession : and such, indeed, iiiusl always be
tile raite, when a foi iii of government is volunlariiy ucceplcd by a
eoiiiniiiiiity

" ^J^ l^ '^'fi minds of some men, there teems to be n loresllessnesSy n-htch

renders them disiatisjied with any uniform course of thivf;^, and ^j' mukes
them euiier in the pursuit of novelty, i^./^" '^^ey abound in projects, and
Q^ arc ei\'r iinditatinp some fitnciful change in the plan of ^orernvieuty

which their ima<>i'Milions represent as useful X]/' Hitmen of great am-
hition are stilt more dnn^rfitous ; 'f thiy commonly mahe the Jairest pre-

icvcpsto principlesy '^y Ihouiih they are actuated only by self interest.—

•

If the constll lit ion or laws of their country present obstacles to the accom-
plishmenl of fhtir ivithes, X!j* they employ every arlijice to alter or aholi.sh

(hem ; and
.

j" if individuals oppose their attempts, they are equally aitjul

and solicitous to destroy their influence and render them odious to their feL-
low citizt'rs.

** ^r" Few men, even in a prosperons cnmmnnity, nre fully satisfied

with llieir condition. * /" A uresit part are easily iiiiludd to believe,

thai there is something; wroiitf in the government or laws, which
nii^hl hercclifu'd to their advantage XT flj^'y therefore readily

emlir.TC any spec ions proposal loeH'ect an alteration f;^ The crajl^

and ambitiouf know hnw to avail themselves of this disposition to change,
and

; y Mi(otira<je /heirfollowers to ex/iect that the amendments they pro-

pose will pe'ftdly suit their c««*, and produce the rrry blessings they wish '

ioiliis way they not only efiVcl their irnmeili ne ohjtct, hnl acquire
an influence which enables them afterwards lo accomplish ihi- most
disnstrons innovations Such persons Q^ eticonrage hopes that can
never be realized, and excite complaints which (^ the inoi<t wise and
benevolent admini'^tration is nnaltle to remove.
" Onr forms of government are <loni>tlcs8 like all other human in-

stiiuiions, imperfect ; but ^j* they will insure the hlessiiii:s of
freedom to the citizens, and preserve their traii(|nitity, as long as

they are virtuous ; and (Q^ "'> rnnstitulion that has been or can be
formed wiSI secure those blessing lo u depraved and vicious people,"
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