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nl chai'actci ol'tliis people in every ago, and ilic pietlictcd jicisoual ahw
ractcr of their progenitor—"And lie will be a wild man ; his hand will

be against every man, and every man's hand against him"—and the (act,

that the Ishmaelitish orij];in of the Arabs haaevcr been the constnnt and

unvarying tradition of thnt pcojde themselves, the subject scarcely ad-

mits of a more irrefragable proof. There are certainly few landmarks of

hiBtory more universal or njor« permanent than the names of countries

affixed by original settlers, or flowing from thein, and we may as justly

question the derivation of Hungary from the Huns, France from the

Franks, Turkey from the Turky, or Judea from Jukah and the Jews,

as those of the several districts of Arabia from the respective sons of

Ishmael.*

•The
subject in

! argument in thi:^ chnptcr is comlcnsei} from a nioro ainple discussiou of tiio

in the Appendix to "Forstcr's Midtoinetilniain Unvcilud.

CHAPTER H.

JBirth and Parentage of Mohavnmd— Losc.>i liis PavchIs in carhj Child-

hood—Is "placed under the can: of hie. uncle Aim Taleh— (Joes into

Syria on a trading crpedition zvit/i Iiis uncle at the age of th^y^tsen-
Enters the service of Cadljal , a widow of Mecca, whom he after-

zpards marries.

Mohammed, the Legislator of Arabia, the Founder of the Moslem or

Mohammedan religion, and thence dignifiod by himself and by his fol-

lowers with the title of Prophr^t and Apostle of (iod, was born at Mec-

ca, a city of Arabia, A. D. 5H9.* His lineage, notwithstanding that

many of the earlier Christian writers, under the influence of inveterate

prejudice against the prophet and his religion, have represented his ori-

gfn as base and ignoble, is clearly shown to have been honourable and

illustrious ; at least, when rated by the common standard of distinction

among his countrymen. The ancient Aral)ians, derivmg their pedigree

from Ishmael, and inheriting the nomadic habits of their ancestors, had

fronft time immemorial been divided into a number of separate independ-

ent tribes, roving at large over the immense sandy regions of whicU
their country is composed, except where here and there a few thousands

of them were gathered into cities, and erigaged in merchandise. Some
of these tribes, from various causes, were more numerous, powerful,

and renowned than others. 'J'hat of Koreish, from the founder of which

Mohammed was in a direct line descended, had long been accounted

* Other authorities place his Imth in A. D. 571. The precise year cannot be du-

ieiraiued whh certainty.
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