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Or must Truth wait on the Rocky Mountains until

some Indian historian,— some future Clavigero*

shall publish his annals, and separate facts from
fiction? We esteem the ^'' History of the Expedi-
tion under the command of Captains Lewis and
Clarke to the Sources of the Missouri, thence across

the Rocky Mountains, and down to the Pacific

Ocean,''* substantially correct. Their conduct

towards the Indians was marked throughout with

justice and humanity; and the journal of that ex-

pedition will be a lasting monument of their judi-

cious perseverance, and of the wisdom of the gov-

ernment of the United States,

Reader! The book you have in your hands is

not written for your amusement merely, or to fill

up an idle hour, but for your instruction,— particu-

larly to warn young farmers and mechanics not to

leave a certainty for an uncertainty, and straggle

away over a sixth part of the globe, in search of

what they leave behind them at home. It is

hoped that it may correct that too common opinion
'

\t the farther you go from home the surer you
of making your fortune. Agriculture gives to

ndustrious farmer the riches which he can call

his own; while the indefatigable mechanic is «nre

to acquire a sufficiency, provided he " build not his

house too high."

Industry conducted by Prudence is a virtue of so

diffusive a nature that it mixes with all our con-

cerns. No business can be managed and accom-

plished without it. Whatever be a man's calling or

way of life, he must, to be happy, be actuated by

*The Abb6 Clavigero, a native of Vera Cruz, who resided forty

years in the Provinces of New Spain, spoke the language of the

i?atives, and has written the Hi^itory of Mexico.
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