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after receiving the numerous streams of fresh water

which join them in their course. Tlie great west-

ern prairies, besides the herds of wild cattle, ( bi-

son, commonly called buifaloe) are also stocked

M'ith vast numbers of wild goat (not resembling

the domestic goat) extremely swift footed. As

the description given of this goat is not perfect, it

may from its swiftness prove to be the antelope

or it possibly may be a goat which has escaped

from the Spanish settlements of New Mexico. A
Canadian, who had been much with the Indians

to the westward, speaks of a wool- bearing animal

larger than a sheep, the wool much mixed with

hair, which he had seen in large flocks. He pre-

tends also to have seen a unicorn, the single horn

of which, he says, rises out of the forehead and

curls back, conveying the idea of the fossil cornu

ammonis. This man says he has travelled beyond

the great dividing ridge so far as to have seen a

large river flowing to the westward. The great

dividing mountain is so lofty that it requires two

days to ascend from the base to its top ; other

ranges of inferior mountains lie before and behind

it; they are all rocky and sandy. Large lakes

and vallies lie between the mountains. Some of

the lakes are so large as to contain considerable

islands ; and rivers flow from some of them. Grtat

numbers of fossil bones, of very large dimensions,

are seen among the mountains, which the Cana-

dian sCipposcs to be the elephant.

He does not pretend to have seen any of the

precious metals, but has seen a mineral which he
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