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necessarily be, for the most, a dry narration of

facts; I have, therefore, thrown in here and

there general observations and remarks founded

upon such facts, rather than a dry repetition of

them.

To the officers and men serving under my
command, I can offer no higher compliment than

in having thus placed their severe and zealous

labours before the public ; and no professional

reader who reads these " Stray Leaves," can fail,

I am certain, to perceive how heavily must have

fallen the labours here recounted upon the men

and officers of the steam tenders, and how deep

an obhgation I their commander must be under

to them for their untiring exertions, by which

this, the first and severe trial of steam in the

Arctic regions, was brought to a successful

issue.

The " Resolutes," no doubt, will object to the

round terms in which 1 have growled at the

bluff-bowed vessel it was my fate and now my
pride to have towed so many miles in the Frozen

Zone ; but on second thoughts, I doubt not they

will acquit me, for they will remember the joke
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