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yrars wiihout obtaining any infoimalion that siiilcd your

long meditated jjiirpose, you Imd just finished your caliiin-

))ialory loUer, wlun the N. W . Company al leni^th Lrouijlit

bctore you a con^idoralde number ol the settlers. As you

liad condtsccndcd, in your 1 Alter, to repiesent to Lord Sel-

kirk, at som»i length, what he had reason to be belter ac-

(^iiuinled with than you — that is, the dillicullies attendant

on all )i('\v selilenuM\is, and as yim had not Leen able lo pro-

cure any appiopiiale iulormalion in imie to be eiabodied ia

your l.euer, )ou Were glad lo seize ilie opportunity thus

I'urnifched, ot" producing in the Postscript, something like a

pr.ittical pro(;t' ot" the projdu'Uc sagacity and ability with
which you had forelold the diiaster.s of ti)e Colony.

^'ou cant'.oi be supposed, however, to have been very anx-

ious to ai^ceiiain the truth of the statements which you pro-

duced ivom the selilers, truf-ting, that it" ihey were true,

they could not be disproved, and if false, thai it was not

you, but the settlers, who would be responsible. Vou were.

only solicitous to l)tmg into public view, what, appeared, to

iise your own words, ''sa'ongly coiidboraiive" of what you

had written, and it would not, theiefore, have been consist-

ent wiili your plan lo take any notice of the fact, that a num-
ber of the settlers vkhom vou saw, notwilhsianding the hard-

ships and diilicullies which they had ei;Countered in cheir

jmsta>;,e by sea and land ; notwithstanding ihe nurHcrouG

impofitions which had been practised upcm them, and not-

wiiljslaiiuing the rnal-trealmeut which, according to your

Siatemeni, ihey had experienced, bi-th before and after

(her arnvul utthc Ued lliser, had neveitheless been so well

Satisfied Willi iheir situatif ii in the Colony, as to write let-

ters to iijcir neaiest and dearest relations m Scotland, ad\i-

sing Uiem to come and share iheir good fotlune. Neither

Mould it have bUited y(;ur purpose to have paid any attention

to whctt, nevertheless, u.ui denial cannot dis|)rove, that the.

feitliit) of the soil at the Colony, surpassed any that they

had ever seen ; and that, for the purpose of cuitivaiing graiji

or potatoes, the land being ready cleared, they had only

to piouj;h the ground and put in the seed. Nor could you
bt-: expteietl U) have bluie-i, iliat of ihe men w honi you saw,

s-j:::e, .\h'. had urii3ii::'l'y C'jme uui as aideiiled bfrvanto,

had.


