
rREFACE.

It was a wish expressed by Lord Sydenham, on his

death-bed, after the close of the First Session of the

Parliament of United Canada, that a Narrative of

his Administration of the Government of that Pro-

vince shonld be written by Mr. Murdoch, who, as

Civil Secretary, had assisted him throughout its pro-

ceedings.

It appeared desirable that such a publication should

be accompanied by a Memoir of Lord Sydenham's

Life and Public Career previous to his undertaking

the Government of Canada. This has consequently

been drawn up by a near relative in possession of his

Journals and Correspondence. These materials,

however, date for the most part only from Lord

Sydenham's accession to office in 1830 ; and, altho' ; a

very copious, it has been found impossible to inti -

duce much matter from them in an original form

without a breach of the restraints imposed, when

dealing with such very recent times, by a sense of

what is due to the feelings of other parties, and the

sacredness of private and confidential intercourse,

although relating to public affairs.

These considerations have reduced the first portion
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