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tioncxlat Mount Independence. The Brigadier alio mentions with [jrerit appl-infc the

behaviour ot" Captain Taylor of the 2 ill regiment, wlio war, accidentally there on iiis

route to the army from the holpital, and Lieutenant IVecrof't of the 24th regimenr,

who with tiie artificers in arms defended an important battery.

On the 24th inllant, the enemy, enabled by the capture of the gun b ats and l)a-

teaux which they had maiie afttr the lurpriie of the floo]), to embark upon Lake
George, attacked Diamond Illand in two divifion.s.

Captain Aubrey anil two companies of the 471)1 regiment, liad been poQed ,1 tVui

iilind from the time the army pall'etl the I ludfon's llivtr, as a better fituation inr the

fceuriiy of the llores at the fouih end of Lake George than Fort CJeorge, which is on

tlie continent, and not tenable againll artillery ami numbers, I'he enemy were re-

pulfed by Captain Aubrey with great lol's, and purfued by tl-ve p,i\n boats under his

command to the cad Ihore, where two of their princi[);d veltels were retaken, together

with dll tlio cannon. They had jull time to let fire to the other bateaux, and retreated

over the mountains.

J beg leave to refer your Lordlkip for ftn-tlier particulars to my aid-de-camp. Lord
IVtcrlham, and I humbly take oecalion to recommend to his Majeiiy's notice th.it no-

bleman, as one endued with (jualitics to do important fervices to his country in every

llation to v.hich his birth may lead. In this late campaign in particular, his beha-

viour lias been fech as to entitle him to the fullefl: applaufe, and I am confident his

merit will be thought a fuflicicnt ground for preferment, thouf^h deprived of the it/ji

and fort of claim which generally attends the delivery of lorrunate dilpatfhcs.

Ihave only to add, my Lord, a general report of the kilk'il ant! woiuided •, I do
not give it correal, the hurry of the time and the fejjaration of the corps having ren-

dered it impoflible to inake it lb. *J"he Dritifli ofHcers have bled profufely and moih

honourably •, thofe who remain unwounded have been ecjually forvvanl, and the gene-

ral officers from the mode of fighting have been more expolcd than in otiier fervices.

Among the reft of this ftation, 1 have had my efcapes. It depends upon the fentenct;

hisMajeflyih 11 pafs upon my conduct: •, upon the judgment of my profefiion, and of

the impartial and refpeftable parts of n)y country, whether I am to efteem them blef-

fir.gs or misfortun';s.

I iiavc the honour to be,

(Signed.) J. BURGOVNE.

Copy of a Letter frcm IJaitcnant-Gencrd Rurgoync to Lord George Gennain, dutcd Second

Albany, 2o//j October, 1777.
No. XIV.

[Privaic, by Lord Petcrfliam.]

My Lord,
I HAVE little to add to my public letter refj^cding the courfe of imfucceisful

events, therein detailed. I reft my confidence in the juftice of the King and his

lOiincils, tofupport rhc General they thought proper to appoint to as arduous an .un-

dertaking, and under as pofitive a direi^tion, as ]ierha{)s a cabinet ever framed. It

will, I am lure, be remembered, my Lord, that a preference of exertions was the onlv
latitude given me, and that to force a junction with Sir William Howe, or at leaft a

Valk'ge to Albany, was tlie principle, the letter, and the fpirit of my orders.
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