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priiiciixil aim Ih, to cause lUslovt! to Im loved. I'lu' iiiibsion ol

Jesus Clirist upon the eartli, was to eiikiiullc tlureon tlie lire of

iliviiK! love. 1 liave eonie, said He, to cast lire on tlie earth, and

wiiat will I .,ut that it he kiiulh'd (St. Luke, xii. :
ID).

When our Blessed Lord came in the incarnation, he found the

world Kteened in corruption and envelo^a'd in the thick nin;ht of

l)ajj;anism; it Wiis a lume, lifelesH carcass, with the coldness and

[)allor of s])iritual death upon it. Kverythinj,' therein was wor-

shii)ped save the irue (iod, and he was an outlaw in his own

creation. Our divine IJedeemer came, enkindled in far distant

(ialilee the lire of divine love, and hehold, this lire tlanies out

ami spreads from east to W(!St, until it emhraced the world in its

divine flames; until it pureed and purilied the earth, and nnide

it a new creation; in the words of Holy Writ "lieiiewed the face

of the eartli." When the Sacred Heart he^'an to heat and pal-

pitate in the world, the idols fell shattered from their pedestals,

the oracles hecame dumh, the nudtifarious errors of pai;anism

uih!i[)peared like a wrack of stormy clouds hefore the rishi^ sun,

and regenerate man rose from the grave of s[)iritual death, and

his heart was changed and warmed into a new life: "was not

our heart hurning within us whilst lie spake in the way (Luke

wiv : 32). The patrician and pleleian, the nohle lady

and lowly handmaid, the soldier and civilian, men and women of

every state and social gra le, leave all for the love of Christ he-

cause Christ lirst loved them, and died for their salvation.

"The charity of Christ (;onstrains us (tays St. Paul), judging

this, that if one died for all were dead; and Christ died for all,

that thev also who live mav not live to themselves, hut unto

Him who died for them and rose again (Jl v. : M aiid lo).'"

JJut alas ! the fervour and the love of God that distinguished

the early Christians have disappeared ; the charity of some has

grown cold; tepidity and laxity flourish like lank noxious weeds,

even in the Lord's vineyard; indilferentism has fallen like a

"hlight upon the modern world,and Sirocco-hke, has dried up the

very springs of piety and virtue; the sacred truths of religion are

tpiestioned and assailed, Christian traditions arc fast disappear-

ing, and douht and infidelity, Uke a wasting plague, are spread-


