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christians in the near succeeding times (to the Apostles),

heing more hirgeJ}', and particuhirly delivered in books, is

knoivii to liavc been generally or ordinarily a total immersion.

"

In Stackhouse's " History ot' the l^ible/' he says "• We no-

where read in the Scripture of any one being baptized but by
immersion : and several authors have proved, from the acts of

Councils and ancient rituals, that this manner of immersion
continued as much as possible, to be used for 1300 years

after Christ."

Dr. Kurtz, a Professor in the University of Dorpat. in his

"•Church IIii;tory," says of the Apostolic times, ^'-Baptism

was administered by complete Immersion.
"

Profes':or Au<>["usti, of the Universitv of Bonn, in his " Ar-
cha'ology" says, "^ Ivtmersun in Zi'ater wi\s general until' the

T^th century among the Latins. U was then displaced by
sprinkling, but retained by the Greeks."'

Ot all the authorities I have quoted, not one is a l^aptist.

And if they are not encigh. 1 can furnish you with as many
more. All these men wrote their learned books on this sub-

ject at ditferent times, and son)e were thousands of miles

apart. Some are dead, some are living, and \ et they all at-

tirm the same thing, concerning the meaning of the origiunl

word used in the New Testament ibr this ordinance : and they

all declare that the mode of tlirist's I'apiisnu and which the

Apostles praetised was Immersii )/.

Therefore with such incontrovertible testimonv, and sucli

overwhelming evidence given bv the ripest Scholars the

w^orld has ever seen, that there is onlv cne meaning of the ori-

ginal word used by our Lord to designate Baptism; and that

only cne mode can correctly and fully set forth that one mean-
ing, we the Baptized Believers of the Regular l^aptist

churches of Canada and the United States, sav to all profess-

ing christians who have been onlv sprinkled or ponred

-YOU HAVE NEVER BEEN BAPTIZED."'
And therefore we do not invite you to the Lord's Table. Do
not be so unjust as to charge us with being narrow-minded.,

tor this decision is not atiected bv narrowness of mind, or

largeness of heart, but. it is the result of right and truth.—
Your ozvn great scholars most emphaticallv dcelare that yon ara

not baptized when you are sprinkled or poured: and we sim-

V

11


