
other tho future biHhop and tlio Montreal

merchant are unknown to uie. It is certain,

however, that tliey were friendH, and that

the young man wlio had come to Cana.ia

with HUch bright hopeH ol educational usc-

fulnesH, deHtined for the time to be diHaji-

pointed, and the wealthy citizen meditating

how bes^ to disaiin the ujiposition which
had HO long deprived Lower Canada of the

benetitH of education, had much in common.
It HeomH at least highly probable that

Strachan had a large Hhare in giving to

Mr. MvGIU'h wishes the form which they

ttfterwai 's assumed, and there are some
reasons for believing that Mr. McGill

}md hoped that liis college might have at-

tracted to it the abilities oi the young
teacher who seemed slighted in Upper Can-
ada. It is also known that in the fust at-

tempt to organize McGill Lnivcrsity in 182.'!.

Strachan was inv'ted to a professorship ; but

the career opening to him in Upper Can-
ada was already too tempting to permit him
to aid in this way the project of his old

friend.

The value of the property bequeathed
by Mr. McGill was estimated at the time
of his death, at jL'30,000; and it has since

become much greater, owing to the growth
of the city. The sum was not large in

comparison with many other educational

bequests; but it would be dithcult to esti-

mate its value to Canada in general, and to

Montreal in particular. Gathering around it

the gifts of other liberal men, it has sus-

tained the McGill University, and carried it

on to its present point of usefulness and
success as a source of literary and
scientific culture. Hundreds of profes-

sional men m all parts of Canada bear

testimony to its value; and the city

derives from ?t much of its higher
character as a centre of learning and
practical science. Indirectly, it has ben-
efited the cause of common and Gram-
mar school education, through the action

of the Royal Institution, through the

services of students and graduates as

teachers, and through the McGill Normal
school, which, though supported by Gov-
ernment, would scarcely have been estab-

lished but for the inriuence of the college.

Those who have in these ways received its

educational benefits are to be found in all

parts of the country, contributing by sup-

erior skill and intelligence to the common
good. If the future may be anticipated

from the past, its utility will, in the time to

gome, go on increasing and widening.

growing with the growth of our country
and jiervarling all d(!partinents of useful

and honorable occupation. The experience
of older nations has shown that such educa-
tional endowments survive all changes, and
go on, bearing fruit from age to age. It will,

doubtless, be so here also, iind the time will

come when the original endowment of Mc-
Gill will api)ear but as the little germ from
which a great tree has sprung—or as the

spring which gives birth to a mighty river.

TlIK AMKNDKI) CUAUTKll.

I have referred at some length to these

points, because they constitute an important
element in the origin not only of the uni-

versity, but of its constitution, as based on
its royal charter. As alreacly stated, his

was granted in 1821, and under it were car-

ried on for thirty years the early operations

of the university—embarasscd by pecuniary
dithculty, owing to the failure of the Gov-
ernment to give the promised public aid,

and by the structure of the charter itself,

which was cumbrous and unwieldy, and un-
suited to a small college in the circum-
stances of this country. The result

was that, after nearly thirty years

of struggle, the university, with the

exception of its medical faculty, was al-

most extinct, and that it was without
sufficient income even to sustain the scanty
stafl:' which it then possessed in the faculty

of arts. Its existence at this time seems to

have been largely due to the persistency

with which the late Vice-Principal, Ven.
Archdeacon Leach, clung to its interests.

It was then that several gentlemen, citizens

of Montreal, assumetl the responsibility of

its renovation, and secu, id an amended
charter under which its later work has been
carried on.

Of the noble band of men who at

that time undertool: this herculean and,

in the view of many, desperate task. Day,
Ferrier, McGill, Anderson, Davidson, Coffin,

Ramsay, Holmes, Robertson and Dunkin,
none has left more of the impress of his mind
on our constitution than the last named,
the Hon. Christopher Dunkin. Dunkin was
a man of high culture and eminent ability.

He had passed through a somewhat excep-
tional university career. The son of a widow
with limited means, he entered the Univers-
ity of Glasgow at the age of fifteen, and came
off at the end of the session as the highest
prizeman in his class. In the meantime the
new University of London had been estab-

lished ; and as his mother resided in that


