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another kind of waste, another form of patronage, because they
are all—

The Speaker: The hon. member for Glengarry—Prescott—
Russell, on a point of order.

Mr. Boudria: Mr. Speaker, I submit to the Chair that it is
contrary to the Standing Orders to speak disrespectfully of the
members sitting in the other place or their institution. This is
clearly stipulated in the Standing Orders of the House of
Commons and I wish to remind my colleague opposite of this
rule. I believe he should unequivocally withdraw his statement
and limit his remarks to the bill before us instead of maligning
the senators.

[English]

The Speaker: I am sorry, I just took the Chair and I did not
hear everything. I would hope that we would always carry due
respect for ourselves and this Chamber as well as members in
the other place. I will of course review what was said. If such a
thing was done I will get back to the House.

® (1055)
[Translation]

We only have a couple of minutes left before Question Period.
Therefore, I invite the member to resume his comments, keeping
in mind what I said earlier regarding our colleagues in the other
House.

Mr. Marchand: Mr. Speaker, my remarks were aimed at
government expenditures which many believe are out of control.
I meant no disrespect to members of the other House.

Another example of government waste or lack of transparency
is family trusts. We are having a very difficult time getting
information regarding family trusts. The finance minister is
keeping it a secret. This is yet another case of a blatant lack of
transparency on the part of the government.

As I said earlier, this is a serious problem which affects the
government in general and the Department of Public Works and
Government Services in particular. It is even more obvious
within the Canada Communication Group. This particular
group, which is part of PWGSC, was illegally given money by
other departments trying to preserve their budget for the follow-
ing year.

At the end of the fiscal year instead of spending the money
they had left they transferred it to Canada Communication
Group as payment for services planned for the coming years but
not yet rendered. This is totally illegal and we have been told
that there are several millions of dollars in this fund. Several
departments have been contributing to it. This is what has been
going on within this government.

We doubt whether this will be rectified. Faced with such a
fraudulent scheme, the President of the Treasury Board has yet
to take action that would restore our confidence. As a matter of
fact, there is nothing this government is doing to deal with
waste, patronage and the lack of transparency that inspires our
confidence. Some of the CSIS spirit seems to be floating over
this government. It is trying to conceal rather than reveal what is
going on within government, and I am convinced that the
problem is worse in the Department of Public Works and
Government Services. It is mainly in that department that we
should have more openness, in order to prevent thousands and
thousands of cases of abuse and waste of public funds.

I should say that the problem is compounded by the minister
himself, who acts in a way that might not be appropriate. He said
he intended to relocate a number of Public Works employees in
the maritimes, in his riding.

The Speaker: Order. My dear colleague, you will be able to
continue after Question Period. It being eleven o’clock, pur-
suant to Standing Order 30(5), the House will now proceed to
Statements by Members, pursuant to Standing Order 31.

STATEMENTS BY MEMBERS

[English]

PUBLIC POLICY FORUM

Mr. Andy Scott (Fredericton—York—Sunbury): Mr.
Speaker, on Sunday, September 11 in my riding of Fredericton—
York—Sunbury 80 residents met for some four hours to discuss
the country’s current fiscal situation with the intent of advising
the Minister of Finance as part of the prebudget consultation
process.

I want to thank my colleague from Algoma who is on the
finance committee as well as George McAllister, senior econo-
mist with the province, and forum co-chairs Len Hoyt and
Gustavo Argaez for their support and participation.

A report of the forum is being prepared and will be forwarded
to the finance committee and the Minister of Finance for
consideration.

1 also want to thank the residents of Fredericton—York—Sun-
bury for their continued support as this was the fifth public
policy forum we have hosted in the riding. Finally, I want to
thank the Government of Canada and in this instance particular-
ly the Minister of Finance for the refreshing openness in
encouraging such initiatives.




