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peace subordinate our own desires and wil-
lingly make such contributions as may be
required of us by the secretary general of
the United Nations.

The force being provided is not intended
to be a fighting force but is intended to be
a police force. It is being sent to the Middle
East to create a favourable climate for nego-
tiations which we hope will result in solu-
tion of the problems in the area and estab-
lish an enduring peace. The duration of the
force’s stay may well depend upon the prog-
ress made in this respect.

The force is now being assembled in Egypt.
The British and French have agreed and are
in the process of withdrawing their troops.
Progress is being made toward clearing the
canal, the opening of which to navigation is
so important not only to the European coun-
tries but also to the Afro-Asian countries
which, while the canal remains closed, are
suffering great economic loss.

The United Nations, despite its appearance
of power, is nevertheless a very fragile crea-
ture, still in its infancy. Its weapons have
not been force, they have been those of
world opinion dependent upon the good faith
of its members and their national moral
responsibility.

We in Canada who have been staunch sup-
porters of the United Nations should be glad
and thankful that in the crises which now
exist, and which threaten world peace, the
United Nations has been effective and we
should with humility take pride in the role
which Canada has played and the contribu-
tion she has made toward the solution of
these difficult problems.

One cannot spend any length of time at
the United Nations and not become con-
sciously aware of the fact that there is
general acceptance and recognition that
Canada has played and is continuing to play
a leading role in the solution of the Middle
East problem. It is also accepted and
recognized that a great deal of the progress
made in this connection has been due to the
untiring personal efforts of the chairman of
the Canadian delegation, the Secretary of
State for External Affairs (Mr. Pearson), who
time and time again when serious differences
arose between the nations affected acted as
adviser and mediator to and between the
parties.

Through his efforts these nations were
brought together and their differences were
overcome by consultation, discussion and
compromise. We are deeply grateful for the
efforts put forth by the right hon. Prime
Minister (Mr. St. Laurent) and by the Se-
cretary of State for External Affairs directed
toward obtaining a solution to these complex
and difficult problems.

[Mr. Weselak.]

I would now like to turn to another matter
which has been referred to in the speech
from the throne, namely the matter of assist-
ance to Hungarian refugees. Five centuries
ago the Hungarian hero, John Hunyadi, won
freedom for his people by defeating the
Turkish forces. The freedom so won and
the hope for its continuance has never died
in the hearts of the Hungarian people. Since
that time the people of Hungary and her
neighbours have repeatedly risen against
tyranny, and once again we see them rise
in protest against Moscow-dominated com-
munist oppression.

Russia and her satellites would have us
believe that this uprising is a fascist resurg-
ence of the old ruling class, a rebellion in-
stigated from outside the country without the
support of the common people of Hungary.
This, however, is not the case. In the United
Nations spokesmen for Austria, Belgium,
France and other neighbouring coun-
tries who are well aware of what is going
on in Hungary denied the Russian allega-
tions, stated that the revolt is from within
and is a revolt of the common worker, of
the student and of other ordinary people.

The revolt began on October 23; it started
as a peaceful demonstration of students and
workers, demanding redress of their griev-
ances. It became a revolution when bullets
from men in the uniforms of the secret police
and of the Soviet army indiscriminately
slaughtered unarmed men, women and
children. It appeared for a while as though
the rebels had succeeded in their fight for
freedom and self-determination. A provi-
sional government was set up under Imre
Nagy and plans were announced for free
democratic elections.

Then what happened? Overwhelming
Soviet forces with tanks and planes, with a
ruthlessness repugnant to even the most
hardened, crushed, killed and smashed the
Hungarian patriots and brought forward a
small clique of traitors headed by Janos
Kadar as its puppet government of the
people of Hungary.

The result of the savagery with which the
Soviet forces quelled the revolt has been the
flight for their lives of over 70,000 people
to Austria and to other parts of the free
world. Cardinal Mindszenty, primate of
Austria, who was released from imprison-
ment by the short Nagy regime has once
again had to flee and now finds refuge in
the United States embassy in Budapest.

Irrefutable evidence obtained by Canada,
the United States and other countries dis-
closes that Hungarians by the thousands are
being shipped east to Siberia in sealed box



