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ada, that the country was on the verge of
ruin and bankruptcy because ai the actions of
the King government, and that if the Con-
servative party were put into power that
conditions would at once be remedied. Those
remarks were thrice fallacious. In the first
place the conditions then prevailing were
grossly exaggerated ta suit the purpases of
my han. friends and ta facilitate their elec-
tian campaign. In the second place no atten-
tion was paid ta the fact that the crisis was
world wide, that Canada was perhaps less
involved in it than mast ather countries,
and theref are this situation could nat be
possibly ascribed ta the King gavernment.

My hon. friends opposite should have
known that if they were put inta power it
would not be passible ta cure this situation
at once, a situation which was nat wholly
Canadian and which did not resuit fram any
governmental action. My hon. friends
opposite seem ta realize that now; indeed in
my humble opinion they nover at any time
failed ta realize it. When they claimed that
conditions in Canada shauld be ascribed ta
the Liberal party and that they could at once
cure ail aur economie ilis thoy kncw very
well that they could not do so. At that timo
they asked for power ta do it, noîv they are
asking for timie ta do it, and they dlaim that
having been in power only cight months it
is nlot fair for us ta challenge their record
in this regard. I invite the attention of
hon. members ta the collective efforts made
by my right hon. friend and especially by
his ministers ta dissipate the impression tbey
created during the last election campaign
and ta do away with the pessimism which
ta a certain degree they sacceeded in spread-
ing throaghoat Canada. By their pranounce-
mients and official declarations since the edec-
tien they have tried ta avoid the effects of
the false impression which they created dur-
ing the campaign.

The Prime Ministir (.%r. Bennett) yester-
day rescntcd the reference ta his governmrent
as a one-man gavernment, and claimed that
he has the coaperation of bis colleagues.
Well, in his efforts ta dissipate the wrong
impression which he himself created by his
ecampaign speeches he has had the coopera-
tian at least af some of bis colleagues,
because qaite a namber of thcmn have en-
deavoured ta show the country that after
ahl the conditions existing in Canada are nat
as bad as they claimcd they were priar ta
July 28, 1930. It would reqaire tbe putting
on ilansard of a w hole scrap book if I were
ta endeavoar ta give the bouse all the
quotations from the different speeches which
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relate ta this endeavaur, but perhaps I may
be permitted ta give a few quatatians from
same af the officiai declaratians af the present
government.

About a manth after the elections, an
August 22 ta be exact, the press of this coun-
try pablished a repart which emanated from
the Minister of Labour (Senator Robertsan)
and 1 do nat think there wiIl be any abjec-
tion if I read one paragraph of this officiai
document which is in vivid contrast with
the statements mnade hy the Conservative
party during the electian. I quote one para-
graph from the Montreal Gazette giving the
text of the repart of the Minister of Labour,
as follows:

I do net for one moment suggest that the
present anemplaym-ent is due ta any gaverfi-
mental or lack of gavernmental activity.
Unemployment is flot a parely Canadian
prablein. Tt is %vorld-m-ide. But it is Dlot the
business of the gavernmnt of Canada ta look
after the worid as a w-hale. It seeinq to nie
the pratilemn first ta be faced is for the gov-
eramnent to look after the people of Canada
and assist thein ta look after theinselves.

This is n very fair statement; the only
fauît I find with it is that it came a month
taa late. It should have been prcsented ta
the Canadian people nlot after, but before
they had an opportunity ta vote.

The ncxt officiaI ileclaratian that I should
likec ta place îipon Hlansard is ane that was
given ta the country an Thanksgix ing Day
-which happened ta be the elcventh of

November, may I say ta the hon. gentleman
beside me (Mr. Neill)-by the thon Acting
Prime Minisftr of Canada (Sir George Perley)
who said and this ivas on official declaration,
mark yýot!-

lte world lias h'ýen passing thraugh a periad
of seriaus econoinic and political disturbance.
Canadi has not escaped its share of the diffi-
cîîlties of readjustrnent. !Miany af aur fellew-
citizes are still sîîffering hardship and
uncertainty. l'le testiog, timie. how ever. lias
onl 'y servedl ta prove the strcngth and solidity
of the (ariadian econoini structure, ami the
dctcrmiîîatian and niatual hielpfulness of our
people. Few cauntries have been as fortunate.

Imagine the Acting Prime Minister of this
country thanking- the Almighty that this
country wvas flot sirch as bis friends had de-
picted it ta the electoratc! I have ta pass
over many sach quotations ta came ta a
declaration w'hich was made by the Prime
Minister when he returned from England and
which had mach the same flavoar. This is
what the Prime Minister gave ta the Montreal
St-andard on the l4tlh day of December, 193t1:

I cao only repeat ta yoa what I said before,
and 1 hope ta miake another statement soon.
Our difliculties are the lesser ones. They are


