
980 COMMONS
Australian Treaty-Mr. Speakman

and is sort-y to know, that agriculture to-day
as regarde its marketing conditions is flot in
a sound and bealthy position. We look at
our great production of wbeat, the mainetay,
the staple of our export t.rade, the staple of
the lives of tens of thousands of -Canad-ian
families, and bow do we find it? Just as I
indicated a few mninutes ago when I stated
that we are always on the verge of the menace
of over-production. we find that we have
reacbed thut point ini regard to wheat -and
that through aIl these new methods of pro-
duction, through the boun.ty of nature tbrough-
ou,. the world, the mar-ket for wheat bas
crasbed and the fat-mers of this coun'try in
corumon with those -of others-but in this 1
am speaking for the fat-mers of Canada and
particularly of western Canada-are facing a
future thet is devoid of a great dosa) of hope
so far- as their main crop is concerned. We
assume, and I tbirsk we are safe in assuming,
thai, for years the marketing oof wheat will bo
on a somnewbat uncertain and doubt.ul1 basis.
Why do I say that? We findi that four years
ago there were, as thero are to-day, four
chief countries engaged in the export of wbeat,
namely, the United States, Canada, Australia
ani the Argentine. In tiiose four years from
1925 to 1929, the met-case in wheat acreagý
in those four countries aunounted to some-
thing like 20,000,000 acres, an amount equal
to the total acreage of western Canadh four
years ago. We flnd that the warehouses of
the world at-e full and that wheat is asppar-
ontly unagked for, uncalled for, uniconEnumed,
certaindy not because it has lost its value as
a food produet, but for two reasonis: fit-st, the
arnount oif wheat in the world, and, second,
the inability, the incapacity of the men.
women and cbikfren in other counts-ies wbo
formerly consumed our wheat to put-chase it
to-day. Conditions of penury in Inany fasuilies
in Europe have reached suicl a point that
these people cannot maintain the standard of
living to which the ' wcre accustomed an.d
whieh ýw-s embodied in the coneumption of
our wbeat. Net only do we find thean bond-
ing ever 'v effort to t-aise in their own country
sufficient wheat to meet their owýn necds, but
they are driven by the force of circumatanicos
te roix that stuif down, to, adopt choaper sub-
stitutes, to use an inferior brand of flour. In
every way we see the pet- capita consumption
of wheat dect-easing, while production bas gone
on unchecked. So I say tbat from a whSt
point of viow the future oif the fat-mer of the
West is not a very bt-ight one. We find that
he has been struggling againot these adverse
circumstances. We find that bis income bas
been t-educod, wbile bis cost of living bas t-e-
mained where it was, and now be tut-ns bis
eyes in e'very direction seeking relief.
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Naturally, as bas aIways been the case-it
is not a matter of lsation, not a matter
of oratory, 'but sim'ply a inatter of cecuimon
sense andi common knowIedge-just as soon
as tbe wbeat mat-ket becornes uncertain, the
fat-me-s tut-n tbeir attention more andi more
to xnixed fat-ming. We speak of the fluctua-
tions in tbe price cof butter as thougb that
were sometbing to bo deprecatoed, biut from
my point of view tbe price of 'butter andi tbe
volume of production of tbat or any other
dairy product is a direct baromete-r of the
condition of tbe wbeat mar-ket. Wben tbere
is a profit to be made in wbeat, wben crops
and prices are good, what fat-ner wilI en-slave
bimseif to the job of mil-king cows seven days
a week and fifty-two weeks in the yea-? Tbey
will not do it, and tbe consequence is that
the dait-y business remains station-ary or goos
down, while the energios of the fat-mer are
directed te a more profitable andi easie- means
of making a living. But wben the wbeat mat-
ket faîls off, tbey go back to tbe olsi sure but
slogginig methods of mixed farming. Tbat
is wby I say that tbere bas been a lot cf
nonsense talkod on a-Il sides in tbis bouse
about the fluctuat-ionsý in butter prices and
butter roduction. Butter production is a
bai-omote te test the pt-oeperity of the west-
ern faiumer, and we finsi to-dýay that the
baromete-r needie is swinging the othor way
andi that tbe fat-mer is tu-n'ing his thougbts
te mixed fat-ming.

Tben what do we find? Tbe fat-mer socs
that tbe mar-ket in wbich be should bave a
prier dlaim is laid open te importations from
other ceuntries, witb ne adequate return te
bimself in tbe provisions of any treaty. I
am net saying tbat wet-e tbis treaty abrogated,
and the tariff put back upon its former basis,
it would bring te tbe farmer any lasting
advantage. Tbat I tbink will be tbe answer
te tbe question raised by the hon. member
for Nelson (Mr. Bird) wben be foresaw
danger to tbe farmer in the very
cf bis demand by tbis country. Wby do I
say tbat? Tbere is no danger te bim morally
or ecenomnically in keeping tbe wbole Cana-
dian mar-ket te bimself, tbus gaining a better
prico for bis produets and a botter living for
bimself and bis family. I am net one of tbose
wbo subscribe te tbe idea tbat protection and
free trade are moral principles. I look upon
tbemn both as being ecenomnic policies te be
applicd in tbe fait-est and moat just manner
for the benofit of ail the people. Tbey are
not moral principles at aIl, and I say tbat
tht-e is ne lack of morality in tbe farmer
seeking tbrougb any legitimate means te in-
crease bis income and improve bis standard
of living se tbat ho may give te bis family
some of tbe benefits te wbich be feels they


