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already in the present contest. In invading
Belgium, some two weeks ago, the German
Emperor invoked the memory of his an-
cestors and called upon the blessing of God.
The German Emperor might have remem-
bered that there is a treaty guaranteeing the
independence, the integrity, the neutrality
of Belgium, and that this treaty was signed
in the last century by the most illustrious
of his ancestors, Emperor William the First
of Germany. He might have remembered
also that there is this precept in the divine
book: ‘ Remove not the ancient landmarks
which thy fathers have set up.” But the
German Emperor threw his legions against
this landmark in the fulness of his lust of
power, with the full expectation that the
very weight of his army would crush every
opposition and would secure their passage
through Belgium. He did not expect, he
could not believe, that the Belgians, few in
number and peaceful in disposition and in
occupation, would rise in his way and bar
his progress; or if he harboured such a
thought for one moment his next thought
was that if he met such opposition he could
brush it aside by a wave of his imperial
hand. Sir, he should have remembered that
in the sixteenth century the ancestors of the
Belgians rose against the despotism of
Phillip II of Spain, and, through years of
blood and fire and miseries and sufferings
indescribable, they maintained an unequal
contest against Spain—Spain as powerful in
Europe at that time as the German Empire
is to-day. Sir, if there are men who forget
the teachings of their fathers, the Belgians
are not of that class; they have proved
equal to the teachings of their fathers; they
have never surrendered; the blood of the
fathers still runs in the veins of the sons;
and again to-day, through blood and fire
and miseries and sufferings indescribable,
they hold at bay the armies of the proud
Kaiser.

I repeat, Sir, that the issue of battles is
always uncertain. There may be disappoint-
ments, there may be reverses, but we enter
into this fight with full hope as to the ulti-
mate result:

For freedom’s battle once begun,
Bequeathed from bleeding sire to son,
Tho’ often lost, is ever won.

Sir, upon this occasion we too invoke the
blessing of God—not the God of battles, but
the God of justice and mercy; and it is with
ample confidence in Providence that we
appeal to the justice of our cause.

Nay, more, already England has won a
signal victory, a victory more precious,

" perhaps, than any that can be achieved

by her fleets or by her armies. Only a
few weeks ago the Irish problem was
pending in the scales of destiny. The
possibility of civil strife in Ireland
already rejoiced the eyes .of Britain’s
enemies. But to-day the spectre of
civil war has vanished from Ireland; all
Irishmen are united, ready to fight for King
and country. The volunteers of the north
and the volunteers of the south, forgetting
their past differences, stand shoulder to
shoulder ready to shed their blood for the
common cause. And, Sir, may I not say
that the hope is not vain that in that
baptism of blood may be washed away, and
forever washed away, the distrust of one
another which has been the curse of Ire-
land in ages past.

But it is not only in Ireland that you
find this union of hearts. In the two other
united kingdoms the voice of faction has
been silenced. Even those who on principle
do not believe in war admit that this was
a just war and that it had to be fought.
That union of hearts which exists in the
United Kingdom exists also in Canada, in
Australia, in New Zealand. Yea, even in
South Africa—South Africa, rent by war
less than twenty years ago, but now united
under the blessing of British institutions,
with all, British and Dutch together, stand-
ing ready to shed their blood for the com-
mon cause. Sir, there is in this the inspira-
tion and the hope that from this painful
war the British Empire may emerge with
a new bond of union, the pride of all its citi-
zens, and a living light to all other
nations.

Right Hon.® Sir ROBERT BORDEN:
(Prime Minister): Mr. Speaker, ‘I de-
sire to associate myself with the words
of appreciation uttered by my right
hon. friend (Sir Wilfrid Laurier) with
regard to the speeches to which we have
just listened from the mover and the
seconder of the Address. These speeches
fully recognize the duty of unity at the
present time, not only in Canada but
throughout the British dominions, to meet
a «crisis, a possible danger, such as has not
confronted this Empire for ome hundred
years at least. I have listened, t00))
with the utmost imterest and profound’
admiration to the patriotic speech which
has just fallen from my right hon.
friend the leader of the Opposition (Sir
Wilfrid Laurier). Already, even before
Parliament had been «called, he had
announced to his friends and to the coun-
try that his meetings were discontinued,




