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Lord Esher's Committee in respect to the
auxiliary forces.

Sir FRFDERICK BORDEN. That is not
the report of the Esher Committee.

Mr. R. L. BORDEN. It is. It is the re-
port of the War Office reconstruction com-
mittee of 1904, of which Lord Esher was
chairman.

Sir FREDERICK BORDEN. That is the
one.

Mr. R. L. BORDEN. It seems to me that
the Minister of Militia has given his atten-
tion too much to the recommendations of
that committee so far as they are concerned
with the regular army of some 500,000 men,
but according to this report the auxiliary
force of Great Britain, numbering 30,000
men, is to be dealt with by a very small
portion of the machinery provided for in the
report of this comumittee.

In attempting to create this couneil
in Canada, are we tnot simply taking
the tiame and taking none of the sub-
stance t? The council in Great Britain
is an absolutely different thing front that
whicl the uminister proposes here. So far as
the object of the itnlîister is concerned. of
ltaving a consultation between those who
represent the military part of the department
and those vho represent the civil part, I
sympathize with hlim, but it seetms to tme
Iliat ie mîay accoumplish that without aty
statute, and so far as the constitution of his
council is concerned, it is as different as
night is from day fronm that which
is proposed lhy Lord Esher's Conmit-
tee. What have you there ? Yo
have the Secretary of State througli
w-hotu the couneil speaks to parliament.
The Secretary of State speaks to parliainent
upon the recommîendation of the other mem-
bers of le council. There is first a mili-
tary miember hvlio is ciarged with military
policy in ail its branches ; there is another
iilitary memtber, who deals with recruiting,

pay and discipline ; the third deals with
clothing, remaounts and transport ; the fourth
deals vith armtaments and fortifications ;
there is a civil iiember who deals with civil
business othter than finance : and, lastly.
tlere is a civil memiber. the financial secre-
tary. wio deals entirely with the question
of finance. These members are ail co-
ordinate in the council, but they can only
speak to parliament througli the Secretary of
State ; and in speaking to parliament he
is guided solely by the recommendation of
the niember who has charge of the particu-
lar department which is referred to. The
counîcil proposed by the minister is not along
that iue at ail. While the object is all
right. it does iot seem to me that we should
establish a council in Canada sinply be-
cause they have established one in Great
lBritain. which ls absolutely different in its
constitution, which ias to deal not only with
the auxiliary forces in Great Britain, but

Mr. R. L. BORDEN.

also with a standing army of some 500,000
men.

I do not know that there is anything
further that I need say, except this. My
lion. friend who lias just taken his seat
suggests that if the council in the united
kingdom is to some extent an experiment,
it might at least be well for us to pause a
little and see what the result of that ex-
pertinent will be, rather than to rush
in and appoint a couneil ; that it is un-
advisable to follow the recommenda-
tions of this committee of Lord Esher's
in some respects, and not to follow them in
other respects, and insist on starting an
experimtent ourselves because an experi-
tment has been begun in the United King-
dom. It mnay be that the report of this
committee if acted upon, will result in great
good. That remains to be seen. But it
does not necessarily follow, even if that
should be granted, thiat the experiment
wlich the Minister of Militia now proposes
to iake is one that will resuit in any very
great good.

With regard to friction between the head
of the department and the General Officer
Contnanding, I do not propose to deal with
that at present, except to say that it will
itot do for any one of us to imagine that
because friction exists the other party is
always absolutely and entirely at fault.
There may bc a little fault on both sides.
t suppose that where differences occur in
this world tiere is very often fault on both
sides ; and perhaps the difficulties that
have occurred have not been so much tl
result of the system as the result of lack of
tact on one side or the other, or on both
sides, in trying to carry that system out.
At all events, it does not seetu to me tUat
any crisis lias occurred in this counttry to
make it necessary to depart from that which
lias worked fairly well in the past, tuttd
which might do fairly good work in the
future. I do not propose to detain the
Ilouse further than to say that it does seein
to me, in view of wltat I have heard both
from mny lon. friend froi South Norfolk
and fron the Minister of Militia, that we
Ire not wise in departing hastily fromi that
which has served us well lit> to the present
titme.

Mr. SAM. IIUGIIES. Mr. Speaker, we
have listened with a good deal of interest to
the minister's explanation, and also to the
addresses on this side of the House. I think
the address delivered by the hon. leader of
the opposition has convinîced the minister
that after ail it would be advisable for him
to hold over the clause in the Bill relating
to the council, until le can adapt it more
closely to the British law, or at all events
until he sees liow that law will be worke.
out. The chief advantage claimîed for the
council is itait it will afford an opportuntity
for these gentlemen to meet together and
discuss varions questions that arise from
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