(m)

(n)

“Regional economic integration organization” means a regional economic
integration organization to which its member States have transferred competence
over matters covered by this Convention, including the authority to make decisions
binding on its member States in respect of those matters; and

“Transshipment™ means the unloading of any fisheries resources or products of

fisheries resources taken in the Convention Area from one fishing vessel to another
fishing vessel either at sea or in port.

Article 2

Objective

The objective of this Convention is to ensure the long-term conservation and sustainable use of the
fisheries resources in the Convention Area while protecting the marine ecosystems of the North
Pacific Ocean in which these resources occur.

Article 3

General Principles

In giving effect to the objective of this Convention, the following actions shall be taken
individually or collectively as appropriate:

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

promoting the optimum utilization and ensuring the long-term sustainability of
fisheries resources;

adopting measures, based on the best scientific information available, to ensure
that fisheries resources are maintained at or restored to levels capable of
producing maximum sustainable yield, taking into account fishing patterns, the
interdependence of stocks and any generally recommended international
minimum standards, whether subregional, regional or global;

adopting and implementing measures in accordance with the precautionary
approach and an ecosystem approach to fisheries, and in accordance with the
relevant rules of international law, in particular as reflected in the 1982
Convention, the 1995 Agreement and other relevant international instruments;

assessing the impacts of fishing activities on species belonging to the same
ecosystem or dependent upon or associated with the target stocks and adopting,
where necessary, conservation and management measures for such species with
a view to maintaining or restoring the populations of such species above levels
at which their reproduction may become seriously threatened:;



