
Family bIcornes Have. Declined

aetween 1991 and 1996 real disposable income per head deolined by 0.70% per year (CLMPC,
1997). Average family income also declined during the first haif cf the 90's. In 1990 the

average family income ln Canada was $57,300 (in 1995 dollars). hn 1995 this had dropped to

$54,600, a decine of 5% (Rashid, 1998). It is interestlng to note that the <costs of raising
childreni increased during this saine time period (Scott, 2000).

Wornen's Inomes Are Now More Important to The Financial Security of the Household

Women's incomes are more impotat than ever to the financial security of Canadian
houehods Innealyhalf ofall Cand families, woens sarnings make up 2 5 % to 49%

of the familles' incoe In one in~ oorfais, women's icmsonrbuted haif or more
of the famiiy income (Vanier hnstitute, 1997). Without these earnings the low income rate

aogdualincome familles would have more than tripled in 1996 (StatistiosCad,

2.2 Economic Forcs

Concoitn to thdse social and detnographie trends has been an unprecedented rate of

thrughut he 90s Fist asa cmpeitie pessre esutig from a change both in the
Apa.-Prifcomettio (icresie dmesicalvand inten inallv). and in the nature of


