
4. The Practice of Human Security: The Need for Early Action

Participants widely agreed that a key priority in the practice of hwnan security is
increasing emphasis on (and resources devoted to) prevention of conflicts which threaten
human security. This is particularly true in situations of mass violence. Human security
entails increased atternpts to avert conflicts in other parts of the world, thereby preventing
hunian suffering. Too frequently the 'old' Cold War policy was war by proxy; a new
people-centered approach to security requires that we address the causes of conflict and
take preventative measures through such means as pre-conflict peace-building.

Participants considered why human security is often invoked post-conflict, despite the
' early warning' mechanisms wbich exist. It was suggested that it is difficuit for states to
mobilize resources prior to civilian casualties and subsequent cails for action often resuit
in disagreement amongst states about the best way to force rogue states to comply with
conflict prevention measures. Finally, issues of national sovereignty, international law,
and lack of access ofien block the efforts of outside states to nrevent confliot within or


