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ICE >HOCKEY -- CANADAIS MOSQT 1POPULAR SPORT

The fJ.rst gaiae of ice hockey was played in Canda shortly before the
start of this century. Although there is somne controversy as to idiere this
historic gaine was played, and who participated in it, there is no questi.on of
the sport's, impact upon Canadians. Today, m~ore than 260,000 Canadians play
hockey in organized leagues, w~here aduits an~d bo>ys as yowig as six years of
age find skifle coadding and well-matched cqo'petition.

~The gaine is played by two teams on skates. The players inove a
cylindrical piece of hard rubber (the puck), approximaitely onie inch thick and
three inches ini diameter, along the surface of an ice-covered playing arena
(a rink) by means of a bladed stick.


