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ECUADOR IN A NUTURELL

Ecuador is situated on the Pacific coast Of South America andcovers an area of 270j670 square kilometre., a littie bass thanhal.f the siz. of Alberta. One of the amallest countries in SouthAmrica, Jcuadpr is bordered by Colombia to the north and Peru ta
the south. Th Glpagas Islands located 1,100 kcm to the veut inthe Pacific Ocean also helong ta Ecuador.

Tvoain ouf the Andes Mountains bisect the country from north to
souh ndth.reby create three distinct geographical and climaticregion. The Coast (la Costa) cosste of flat plains that ris.ga4gally to the Sierra. This latter mountain region includesferil valleys and plains as weil as snow-cov.red mountains ofQver 4,500 metrea, and represants about one-fourth of the country' stota~l ~a The. tropical forestu of the Oriente comprise one -hal tof Ecuador's total area and exterid eastward trou the slopes of the
Anestothe Amazon valley. Ecp for petroleum production, moot

of hisregon emins undevelop.d.

Ecuadors ppulation vas eutimated at >9.65 million vith an annIa
groth ateof .9 ercntin 1986. Quito, population 1.2 million,is the - tion's capital and the cmecial centre of the hihlhande
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