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erable obstacle to conciliation. The U.N, is

Dearly insup
that mood - not an easy or quick job.

trying to foster

The United Nations also has to reckon with the
impulse, strong in the strong nations, to go it alone, to d
things by themselves which might better be done throuéh th o
international organization. There i1s a reason for this gr
it is more difficult to do things working with and Sh ok ten
Others than to do them alone. The opposing ideas, the g
hesjitations, what sometimes seems the downright O;nerines

have to be taken into account. Who was it safdor

:ﬁ:tOthers, ; ;
nthe best committee for getting things done
of two,with the other member out of town"? is a committee

The same principle often seems to appl
affairs, A nation which feels strong enough gg goig ;gitg
Job prefers to do it alone, thus not being bothered with g
collaborators and alone gaining the credit for whatever i
accomplished. The disinclination of the United States ang

h to merge their Point IV and Colombgf

the British Commonwealt
Plans in the U.N.'s Technical Assistance program illustrates

What we have in mind.

Sometimes national legislatures, which have to
appropriate the funds by which the U.N. operates, think it
Costs too much. We will consider the U.N, budget later, and
Will show that in actuality the cost is amazingly low shen
compared with the costs of national governments or when
measured against the importance of the issues with which the

N, deals, But these legislatures are always under pressure
to hold down expenditures. I they don't, they know they
Will hear from the taxpayers except in those countries where
the taxpayers have nothing to say beyond a very occasional
Small groan, discreetly muffled.

Since the U.N. does not swing blocks of votes in
National elections, the temptation is strong for national
legislatures to cut_apprOpriations to the U.N, to the lowest
Possible point at which the international body can keep
functioning at all. The U.N. therefore never has the money

t would require to do_all the things 1t should do in the way

lain about this, for it

they should be done- It does not comp
knows how governm.ents,worko Yet this, too, is a tough fact

it will always have tO take into account.
hich confronts the U.N. is

more difficulty W
One is too strong a word, but no

Publ , Perhaps apathy
ic apathy There are too many people in all

bette occurs to mind.
the Ufnon;gmber’nati°ns who pay little attention and show
little interest until some pig international crisis bursts

of the papers and howls over the radio.

on es
the front pﬂfkely to begin shouting, "Why has the U.,N, let
14 the U.N. straighten this out?"
‘ t certainly, the U.N. will be doing its level
' best to stﬁif:itgn out whatever the trouble is, and has been
at work to keep it from developing into a major contention.
" But the U,N. cannot do much to guide the nations toward a
Peacerul solution of their problems beyond what world public
legates know that the public is

opi ts. When the de
Pinion suppor only watching put getting ready to support

wa not

mezgﬁiﬁﬁ’ciﬁi make for peace, then the U.N. 1s likely to
function :mosf nearly as it is supposed to function. But one
thing too often jacking 18 this sort of intelligent public
Qttention and support in times of what might be called normal
U.N, activity, and not simply when some great excitement is
Stirring the nations.
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Then they are 1
this happen? Why doesn



