
Yeaî"s season, we had the pleasuire of attending
(as one of a party of 27 men) one of tho3se Char-
a-banc Drives, which are such delightful trips
to Canadian Convalescent soldiers.

IlWe left the Honme at 9.30 a.xn., under the
most favorable conditions, it beinàg one of those
typical English mild winter days. We pro-
ceeded by way of East Dulwich, and ail the in-
teresting buildings and thoî'oughfares, etc.,
were explained to, us by two, guides.

*'On the way we passed the Elephanit and
Castle Hotel, the ai dest hotel ln the South
bondon ýdistrict, which bas been in existence
for several centuries. We then crossedl the
River Thames, and pi'oceeded through the City
or old part of London, which covers practically
one square mile. This la that part of London
which was ravaged by the Plague of London,
later followved by the Great Fine, which stopped
the î'apid spread of the Plague. We passed
-The Mýonument," a higli round tower erected
to the ineimory of the victims of that great

"The next place of interest whichwe visited
was the Tower of London, one of the miost his-
Wnrical s pots in all Englaud; it was for centuries,
the residence of the K ing, but iu later yeans it
was used more or less as a prison or barracks.
The most interesting things to be seeni here
were the Traitor's Gate, being the gate through
which parties entered the Towen; then came
the Portcullis, which is the only one lu existence
to-day in working order. It was raised and
lowened at the timie of King George's corona-
tion. We then saw the roomi in which some of
the most fanions prisoners were kept, the most
important being Sir Walter Raleigh, who,
wrote the history of the world during his lm-
prisoninent thene; also Sir Thomas Moore,
Crammier, and many othen notable prisoners
were imprisoned liens. One of the intenesting
things te see in the Tower is the Armour,
Cannon, and different specimens of rifles used
during diffenent periods, almiost dating froni
the original enection of the Tewer by William
the Conqueror.

"Here we aIse saw the original letterwnitten
by Lord Kitchener appealing to Great Britain
for the first 300,000 nien at the commencement
of the present wan, and wvhich sold for the suni
of fifteen thousand dollars, the proceeds going
te the Red Cross Society.

IlWe then saw the magnificent Crown
Jewels of Great Britaini and Ireland, which are
valued at approxiimately twelve mnillion dollars.

" While near the Tower we hadl the pleasune
of seeing the raising and lowering of Tower
Bridge, which we were told was raisedl by hy-
draulic pressure, and that thene was only baîf
a plut of water used up ln doi ng this feat.,

"This completed our survey of the Tower,
when we again entered our car and proceeded

to a Y.M.C.A. Restaurant near London Bridge,
where we partook of an excellent luncheon.

"For' the afternoon we were given a choices
of places to visit, and part decided to go and se
the King's Horses and Stables, at Burkingham
Palace, and other places. Soine of our boys,
about a dozen in ail, who did nlot f eel equal te
more walking, were taken to a picture show,
and the rest of our party proceeded on the way.

IlWe first of ail took in the beautLifuli pic-
tures which are inthe Royal Exchange Build-
ing, and part of the, boys, by their own choies,
were shown through the Mint, where ail the
money le coined.

"'£he next place of interest was Bucking-
ham Palace. As we proceeded along the fine,
broad avenue leading up to the, Palace, one
would imagine they were on one of our excel-
lent thoroughfares lu Canada. judging by the
width. We passed Queen Alexandra's resi-
denice, and we then pàssed Buckingham Palace
and were shawn throughi the Stable and Coach-
bouses, where we saw the King's many fine
horses, as well as the royal carrnages an d state
coaches,

.lWe were aise taken for a drive along the
principal streets of the city, which were al
explained to us by oui' kind f riends, the guides.
They gave quite an elaborate lectur'e on numer-
ous and interesting buildings, monuments,
thoroughfares, etc. The principal ones were
St. Paul's Cathedral, Wéstininster Abbey,
Houses of Parlianient, Big Ben, the Strand,
Trafalgar Square, and mnany others too nuimer-
ous to mention.

'*About 4.30 p.m. we got ouir party together
again and had tea, at another Y.M.C.A. Hall,
where we aiso had a fine concert. Leaving
there about 6 p.m., we arrived at Kingswoodl
at 7 p.m. I don't think there was a man in the
party that didn't thoroughly enjoy hiimmelf,
and the good people whio provide for these en-
tertainments would surely have thotught se if
they could have beard the three hearty cheers
the boys gave for, them, the organizers, and
also tbe guides, who explained everything so
well and in suchi an interesting wqay."

Pte. G. FP. Cohill (Toronto Factory), went
overseas with a Q.O.R. battalion) in October,
1016, and after two weeks in England went to
France. He was wounded by shrapnel in the
neck and left leg last June, and expects Wo be
back with his battalion very soon.

W\hile Pte. Percy Rowley (Brantford Fac-
tory), of the 125th Battalion, was in Manchester
recently, on leave, hie was called by namie when
passing an interninent camp. It turned out
that a former Brantfordite who had at one
tume worked ln the Massey-Harris plant there
was interned. The former Bran tfordite asked
for a smnoke.


