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Astronomical Notes.

A correspondent writes: , 1 have frequently rea&

and heard of the forenoon being longer or shorter

than the afternoon, and I have recently listened to

and taken part in quite a lively debate on the subject.

Would you kindly informi nie if the forenoon and

atternoon are of unequal length; and if so, why so?"

The categorical answer to the first iuestion ils: Yes,

and No.* It depends on where you live and wbat

time of year it is.

1 had got thus far with my answer, when it sud-

denly occurred to me that the forenoon and afternoofl

that 1 was tbinking of might not be the sanie aktose

that my correspondent was thitiking of. So I deter-

mined to try to find out wbat people usually meant

by these termis. The vague, loose, general way in

which they are used nineteen times out of every twenty

will hardly serve our present purpose. To settie

which of the two is the longer we must have them

defined very precisely. This precise exact meaning

of Forenoon and Ajternoon is what I set myseif to

find out. I spent an afternoon at it and consulted a

large number of people of ail sorts and conditionF.

The resuit was that 1 found more than fifty varieties

of tbe article-more than fifty varieties of forenoon

and afternoon as precisely defined by tbe persons to

wbom. 1 applied.
Now it is clearly out of the question that I sbould

describe alI of these and answer the above question

for each. Even if I did so, my correspondent

mighit not be satisfled, for bis particular brand of

forenoon and afternoon may differ from each and

iaIl of those in my collection,

If he will tell me exactly what be means by fore-

noon and afternoon I will try to answer his questions.

Alinost everyone bas a neighbor wbose watcb keeps

time witb the Sun. Either it ils a very bad watcb or

its owner is a very bad man; for the Sun is not a very

good time-keeper. Navi1gators and others wbo take

time from him. have always to turn up tbe almanac

and find out how rnuch bie ils abead or bebind. Even

a toy watch, which doges not go at ail, ils rigbt twice

a day, but the Sun ils right only four times a year.

February is onie of bis worst montbs. When it is

noon by him. on tbe Itbi ile12 bawth

sbowing correct mean time. Three montbs ago Sun-

noon feli at 11.44. So during these tbree months

the Sun bas lost over baîf-an-hour. During the

sanie tbree montbs lie bas been travelling at bis fast-

est rate ou bis annual journey among the' stars. If it

t secmis straitge to you that these two tbings eau bave

been groing on lit the sane timie, it will probably seemn


