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Organization the Answer to Attacks on Insurance
Address of Secretary of National Council of insurance Fed- zation, throws the weight of its power and organization

eration,,Mr. MàrkT. McKee, a Notable Event in Insur- iiito the struggle to rnaintain the best interests of insur-
ance Circles. First Luncheon of Insurance Federation ance in the local field. As an instance of the value of organ-
of British Columbia. ization and the methods of the National Council, co-opera-
One of the most important events in the history oi tion and education, the council never, or rarely, touches

British Columbia insurance occurred on Saturday, December legislators as such, but goes through the country explain-
9th, when over 280 men engaged in the business of insur- ing the rneaning of proposed legislation when inimical to
ance or inte.rested as buyers . of insurance, met together the best interests of insurance and business and quickly
for luncheon in the Hotel Vancouver. This meeting was gets the co-operation rhat is necessary. All inimical or

the first gathering of the Inýsurance Federation of British class legislation is obtained through ignorance of the elec-
Columbia, which was formed in june last for the purpose torate or the stating of half-truths. The response to an

of educating the public as to, just what real insurance is enlightened presentation is immediate and secures the help
'and for the fosteripcr of all that is to, the best interests of by co-operatioià of all the business interests of the state or
ail kinds of insurance as well as for the protection of in- community. Organization, co-operation and education are

surance against inonopolistic and communistic schemes of Powerful agents. Here Mr. McKee told a story of a negro
state control. boy who was an expert with a whip and who, after show-

The speaker of the occagion was Mr. Mark T. Mc- ing his prowess in pickingoff flowers without disturbing the

Kee, secretary of the National Council of-, Insurance Fed- stalks, was asked if he could pick off the hornet's nest

eriation of the United States, who was invited to corne to in the apple tree. "Oh, no, sah," said he, "them, hornets is
Vancouver by the British Columbia Federation. Mr. organized."
McKee fully lived up to the high reputation that pre- Mr. McKee appealed with startling freshness for a
ceded him as a leading and dynamié spirit in the organiza- better understanding between buyer and, seller of insur-
tion of which he is secretary, and a speaker of telling force ance. He pointed out that governmental taxation has to
in presentation of statement and cogency of reasoning. He be borne in the long run by the policyholder, that which
was listened to by ail with rapt attention. affected the seller of insurance soon has a similar affect on

Mr. McKee opened with a review of insurance as it the purchaser of insurance. Their problems were in large
existed in the United ýStates, paying particular at- measure identical and they must work together and be bet-
tention to, the. governmental aspects and statutes as ter un derstood one of the other to promote the best in-
affecting the public. He reminded his hearers of, terests of insurance.
the St7ate 'fujýd of Washington, where, after lhree

Mr. McKee outlined what the Insurance Federations
years of Operation it was found to be short in

ieserves by an amount of about $500»0. stand for, as the preservation of legitimate insurance of
its

ointed out the *condition in West Virginia, where a every kind-; a better understanding between buyer and
1-1 e p
Compàny séeking liquidation had to contribute $25,000 to seller of ineurance; government regulation., but not con-

fiscation of insurance; constructiye improvement of insur-
the state fund before it could be relieved of its liability.

ance laws; perpetuation of the principle of workmen's com-
'file state of Ohio had experimented further, and Wyoming pensation; and stands-against the insurance *d sine ss being
liad a sickness -and accident fund, whereby 40 per cent. was a'-Iegislativt foot-ball; silently and îneekly accepting ail
contributed by the employer, 40 percent. by the employe'e, kinds of unwarranted political abuse of the insurance busi-
and 2'o.pe. cent. 1Y the state. lig narrated the commun- ness; state monopoly of any class or kin'd of insurance.
istic programme ,of agroup of men in the State of North

Dakota .that ori ina1lywent there solîciting subscriptions He pointed out the similarity of the problem in the

to a benevolent organization and meeting ý%vith such suc- United States to, that in Canada. Insuranci in North

ce ss that they seized thereins of the dominant party and America wu carried on much after the saine manner. An

launched onýa:progranlmeof monopolistic legislation Which event in Canada is quickly reflected in the United States,

if puib into operation would have placed ail busin-ess carried and what happens in the United $tate has às counterpar.t in

on Within its iuri$dilýýtIOn in the hauds Of the statc gov- Canada. He made this intimate connection clear by sev-
eral illustrations.

ernincitt.
After narratifig several bther inetances of the ill-ad- In extending greetings and.congratulations to the.Fed-

vised interftrenfe Of governinent in private business, Mr. eration of British Columbia, Mr. McKee statedi that Brit-

McKeepointedput.týhéýrernedythaýtwouldb.eeffectivt, He ish Coluinbia moved while Onta-rio -deliberated, and thus

stated that t:e insumnce bus i ness is legitimate ,or ille- the Pacifie Coast Province -becomes the first to initiate

gjtimateý If jilegitirnàýteAt should not be longer tolerated this movemmt. lie lipped -that the other Pfovinces would
r 

-mono- take similarac a d 1 e un t er'

to exit. If legitirnaté ît should be protected against tion n ai b bo d %mth in 0 a oni
unistit chemes. of government control. inion rede 'tion. Plans were already prepmted whereby

= end Smm S 
ra

fon was Weil advised,,,but here the state shou,14 the two national organizations could Work tppther for

cease. He hëld outthe výarning that'if employers' liability mutual advantage and protection.
were ýitogé.ther monopolized, by the state the next step Mr. J. Y. Banfield, president of the ltïsumnLc F.,oder-a-

e, and that the monopolization tion
.w uld befireý and then lif of -Britiph Columbia, presided and introduoéçl theepeak-

1usinesseà of ail Idbds woulcf bé broûght er. .AMOW-ould goon =til no. those at the n>eakees table *c m- .bfr. F. Wý
under the operation Of the state- It, !S hiÈh time to meet Rounsefell the Federation, Mmrs. A. Wý

îh the insurance interests are meet- Ross, il.the issue, and' althpug F. Roden, C. H. Macauley, W. Wylie johnstoý,
ing the brunt of the àttaêl<, other 1umness interests will and H. Cramer, ail members of the executive committee.

orney Gsoon be made the subject of attack. The answer is or- The Hon. M, A. Mardmald, Att - éneral, sat on the
ganiration and CO-6Peration, heving for -its 1andmaid, edu- left of the chairman as the guest ofthe Federaflon, A

P McKee then narratéd soine of -the work of vote of thanks was rnoved by Mr. G. S. Harrison, Van.
ijatién, the arent of 'ill :the state federationshis, organ, , ý p ý couverrnanager of the Merchants Bank, and Was seconded

whieh ate e0re Jntý,nately concerned With the Yarieus bythe.Hon. Mr. Macdonald,. The motîon wu pamedamid
'Tht,'Iqliýtional Couacil, the Parent ortani. applause.


