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Vanessa:a.Two Days lu IRer it
By UMaqrte MacMlurchy : Iuaftted 1>y Te .v cCarUiy

L-THEZ.,WATER PICNIC
HENEýVER-to-b)e--sufficiently-beclaudled

picnic of the Suinday School which the
Browns attentied was to talke p laceT immlledliately andi Vanessa was to inherit
at last the ativantage of belonging to a

1church.-going famnily. To Vanessa'. mmiid
there was nothing doubtful abouit the

outward formns of religion. No intellectual sluirm'as
cast on ber chairacterbygoing to chuirch evýery Sundiay
norning. What people describeti as a church was to
ber a thorouighly satisfactory condition, opening
straightway on a golden heaven, swept by angels

,wvings and mnelodilous with the. very h yn. they sang
la Sunday Schiool. In the meaintimne she coulti attend
a icnic once a y.ar,toliberthe naiturailaccompianiment
freligious privile,(g. fHer presence a t the picnic

was ailI the greater blessing, since this wa. the firt
time she had heen allowed to go.

For other reasons Vanessa's picnîic createti a swirl
of feeling in the Brown family. NI. Mark Brown,

sqhati reacheci a climiacteric of is own, H.e bac
been dptt by a responsible church court, calleti
a diaconate, to attend to the coniduct andi well-being
of the Suntiay Sehool t the> picie, when tbehy were
likely to brin g the least credit on nny one connected
witb- themi. M. Mark Brown had c ev ap )earance
of being a mian of iron; but lie, and i bs wife, knew
butter. The reputation bad heen thruist on i hlm
without any desire for it on bis p a.'rt, but be \would
have becen considere iia failuire i leh ad nfot liveti
up to it. 'Mrs. Brown, who Wvas equal to any niumiber
ofC hurcli Courts, provideti as s oon as; the.ir cbildren
coli be tauigbt anythîng, tbat they shou1ltiail believe
in the eitoa lvto of their parenital relative.
Other fathers îiight be affctel by the nîlinor calai-

trophies of hf e, but the Browni father was superior
to them-in the opinioMf bis chiltiren. He hati an
abstracted mmid that soared in the lintroubleti
altitudes of Hlebraic lterature. He ate and drank,
but not as one who needed nutriment; the ambitions:rares and petty annoyances of other men Passed hinm
1)v- This was the opinion that the world had formed
of' Mr. 'Brown; but Mrs. Brown alone knew andi
loved himi. Under the circumnstances she considered
it providential that he shoulti have an isolatetioccuIpation; Vanessa', father was the editor of aweekly religîous paper.

To0b M . Brown's wif e was, generally spéaking
its own reward; he wasan unusuai man andi deserver
Mrs. Brown's attachment as far as any niere human
being coulti b. said to be worthy of it. But Vanessa
il at once, now that she wasold enough to take herposition in the world as a member of te familydi

not feel sureof himi. He seemeti to b. more grown lup
in some ways than ber mother was. But was h.
infallible? Or was hc more lkeon o henslvsA person who mnight sonietimes have to cry a
littie on account of injureti feelings antd b.
forgiven bY a more coniplete humani beng,in the evening, when everyone bad
been hushed into stilines f that Mtr.
Brown might read'ci drlng the short in-
terval before Vanss htito go to bed,
aiateth annouincement with regard
to the picnic had becomie familiar, Van-
essa, in order to malte the best use of
bier time, stoot inl front of ber father
and gazed at himi with undisguise4j, but
dIoubltful, attention.

Mrs. Brown perceivei this attitude

on~ the part o! her aywtanucusOefel
ing of helpessness.bay ihanncctoe fe

"Vnessa, you rnustn't stare at your father in th.attro0ublesomne way. Take a book anti look at the pc
tures r Hector will reati to you."

Hector-as understood to murmur an objection.
Mr. Brown stirredi rouseti by the sounti o! volceS,
although he had 'been unconscious o! Vanessa's
absorbed, anti to be frank, somewbat unfial scru"Y

"Oh, let ber alone, my love. Sh. doesn$ tr
mie. Bear, ittie child. 'Not in catire forgetfuîfl'f
and not In utter nakedness'-" (Coninued OnlPa054

fl.u TEgE TOT ROMANCE
VANF-SSA was being converteti into a needle ;at "It is very kind

ber mother's knee. This was wbat bappeniet on said Mrs. Brown
Saturdays wben a feminine view of ife seemiet pressiveness, '-very,

more important to Mrs. Brown than it titi the rest of to take out anyori
the wee . But just as Vanessa was being lulleti into younger than h. is1
air entire accepta nce of the world as a seami with a that~ she is a very
pricked finger untier it, a group of exciteti voices, each "I arn not going,
one making the. sane remark,,began to travel uip the doesn't neeti to take
Brown stairs. What they sati1 wa, ''George Pridle." gaieped at the itiea of
Vanessa reflecteti that the front door bell hati rung on hinislf
a short time before. But she bat heen a neetile then, "O.ysI hn
she bad not noticeti it. Priscilla, Mauti anti Hector, <>'ysIthn
each o! wbomn took, the warmest interest la anyone replieti, with a sli
wbo camne to the front door, evidenl had. Hecor George bas been so
reacheti the tioor of the. roorn in wich they were Priscilla andi Mai
sitting, first; but Priscîla interposeti an elderly to get her ready. S
sisterly bant ini the region o! is knees anti swept Brown considered i-~
hlm away, as condlusively as Hector ever could be tight. It was very

sw.pt away « Hadn't Priscilla openeti the front door? breathia; cautiouslý
By dint of znuch rebearsing on the. stairs, the. George tbat had been butt
Pride chorus arriveti in a concentrateti thuti. unconfortabi. to g

"George Pride wants to know if Vanessa can go to be gooti. WX
out seiging wth hum, He's corne to take ber. b. so Pressing îi

Wlth bis hanti sleigh. George Prîde wants to know gi a, h, ct>uld nc
if Vanessa cari.g o out on his sl.1gb, It's Geo rge ide hd owr b er spi,
andi h. wants Vaniessa. H. says cani she go?" Brown's,

Mrs. Brown turneti solemu, pathetic even, wben " It is very îin i
she heard of George Pride, while Vanessa gazeti at Vanessa repeated au
ber with a swelling conviction that ah, was an un- bUrried ber wy
worthy little girl. She wasf't quite sure that she , away envoen
remlembereti who George Pride was, probably a get gwais;Sh
brother of Benny's, now that she camne to think of it. sh. coulti.
But evidently bis coming hati remnintied her mother George Pritie, un
of Vanessa's iuihereat wicletness. Sh. lcnew hier ebeerful disposition.
rnother frît vert sory about it, and so diti she. of disposition asf


