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ai and uniostentatious mariner, and few gifts are more in-
portant or useful than ibis ;for it often happens thiat yo.u
cannot begin to talk about religion first. If you do so yen
knew beforehand that your colopanico o iii be on bis guarîl
and will either maintain a careful and sullen silence, or
quickly change the suhject. Some have first to be draon
out and inspired \xith confidence by a conversation on somne
subject in o hich y")u know they aire iuiterestedl,pknd troqucot-
ly a judicious stndent of humain nature Nviii have t<vo or
threo stich coîiferences with the individual befoe hie yen-
tures to launcb upon bis main business. Some of you are
doubtless acquainted with an anecdote of the celcbrated
Ed<vard Irving, vho \vas asdistingîîisiied for bis çnoledge
of men as for bis pulpit pe<ver. There <vas a ciross old i
shoeake oif sceptical tendencies in bis parish. This man
h ad heen frequientilv approachei od x tlîc subj oct of roi iglou]
by otheî maenî, but the Interview s tiailv ended iii the sghoo
maker orciering the ii uders out of bis bouse. Irving \vent
in andl saiuted bim one day and oaa answered \vith a gruff
growl. Notbing dauînted, the great orator sat down on a1
stool and aftei sone castial îemrarcs, iifîed a amail duttiiig
of leatheracd began speakiug of its qnality, uls pricc, the
best inethoda of taîiniîîg, the hest leather mnarkets, &c., &c.
The ministor displayed snob a kno\olodge of tho business
that the anttor' hegan to look~ at biru over bis spectacles
ini surprise. After conversiîîg xx îth Iiîm for seine tinie,
Irving rose to go and asked permission ti onul agan, «'hici
<vas readily granted. B3< and by Irv'ing got birn to go
eut to Church, of whlîch he bocame a uîseful and honouroîl
member. The sboenker b iinseif îiescrîbed the cause oheti
lie said to a neighbonr after tho first interviev,: -0d he's
a fiue niait yen, ho kens a' aboot leather,'

The at point svbicii 1 <viii notice is the visitation of the
sick. 0f course in one sense it xviii ho <cii if voit hav
noti of this kind to dIo, but somte of 'von may have a
goed deal of it. I had grent dificuitv in knoxving ho<v to
go about this oork propcriy; especially iii dangerous cases.
1 had neyer heard any directions for sncb occasionis, nay
strange to snv 1 hnd nover even en tered a sick cbam ber foîr
any purpose when I \vas cniiod in the capacity of spir itual
adviser to tho beilside of timose not exliectod to rocover.
TI'ere the snt'fereî iay before ne bnviiig but litile bope cf
futurity, anîd that net veîy «'el grouiîded. I said to, myseif:
-Here is a soul of more value than ail the woili about to

have ils period of probation ciosed and on the <vords whîch
I shail uosv utter max'depeuil elernal «cal li- <vue. '' have
heen rendered alinesi po<seriess by the thonght. Thle obole
plan of saivatioti <cuid risc up lifore mie, but how couid 1
condenmso its fulîmess inb txvî or îbree suiol sentences as tbo
sufferer comîid bear anid eomnprolîiid. 1 hav e al<vavs sîrix on
on these occasions to makoe mv siatemc uts as shor t andl as
ciear as possible, anid to pi sent tlic salvaiîioîi thal is in
jesus Christ mii the most attr active and loveable liglît.
Don't ho afraid od iniakiîig t le vay of peace appoar tooeoasx'
at sncb an ioutir, 'Teil the suftorei that jostîs Chriiist luxes
hîm, and if yoii eau siioceecl iin making liimi beiiex e tuai,
.,loni mny safeiy leave his conscience to prescrnt tue ioegad
sie of tho question. If yon have full synipathy witiî thue
sufferer, if yu eau snccced iin priîting <'ourseif iii bis llco
Ibis %viii prevont you froin x<enryiiîg bie<i with a lcong pas-
sage of Scriptni c, or pi aving iii a ioud harsh banc, or dli ix-
ing him otît cf lus reasom by the toiris of the laxe. If yon
are successful in sooni ing bis coîxidence, andî especiaily if
yen are the happy instrument cf iottiîîg the ligbit and ponce
of religion into bis seul, ycii <viii ho able to oxercise a hene-
ficial influence ox'er bis boiily condition. X'our entianco
xviii give more jey than that of the îiuarest eartbl), relative,
and food and medicine oi ho take frem your baud «'hon
they are refused from every other. When afier a long niglit
of xvatc.bing amidst the groans of ngouy and prayors for
mercy, iight and pence came iin the mernicg 1 bave feut a
fulness of jcy nover experienced hefere, and as I have gone

fort' in the clear sunlight I have rnised my seul in pro-
foîînd gratitudle tc Ccd, svbo bas givon this priviiege îînto
mon cf heiug the messeugors cf rest and saivation <vhen
tbic physîcians cf earth bave retired in despair.

But 1 must hasten te, close this nddress already toc much
proionged. 1 had inteiîded aI the cutset to, exhort you te
ho humble, te xvarn voni especi ally agninst everything likoe
self coucout or vanity. 'bnt I truîst it is not necessary. In-
deoil 1 kiiew n-any ef you n-ay ho n danger oif the opposite
extreme. XX heu von are in a strango place for the firat
tîme, when every, face that yen xxiii see fcr weeks is euîtire-
iy unkno<vu tc, yen. xvben yen begiîî to learn that vonx
are abeut the euiy positiveo spiritutal pewer in the coii-
munity and that the «vhole religious life cof yeîîr mission is
te, bu determined, or at least kept in motion bw yourseif
alone, you xviii feel a selîse cf pocuiîr isolation and a
sîrong, toîîdency te despendeîîcy. For ynur encouragement
andi as an inducement te faithfuiness and diligence, lot me
reînud yen cf the greatness and dignîty of yeur office.
'I'e communîication cf moral andl religions trnth is the
most importanît trust xxiîich can ho committed te mec.
The Son cf Ceci camie iîîto Ihe world, iiot tc, command
armies, net to sit oni the throeocf inivorsal menarchy, but
to estaiish brîîth and heliîîess, te, preach the gospel te the
the poor, te scatter iigbt and jey anîd pence iin the dwelliiîgs
oif the humhiest cf mon. You are priviiiged te, ho the suc-
cessors cf the King ci Clery, tii takce paît with Ced iin
Cixcis noblest work. Caui youi desire a greater vocation or
set before yeurseives a higber ecd ? la not this caliiug
<verthy cf the full censecration cf your lifo, ef the mest
eîîergoîic empicyment of yeur loftiosýt pcx< cis. XVhen yn
go from these halls te thie wor< cf the summer mny the
Spirit of jehevali go with yeu andl may ho give von peace.
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