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Editorial

University Matriculation

In the University Council a diseus-
sion is under way touching the condi-
tions of matriculation. There is a dif-
ference of opinion as to how many
foreign languages should of necessity
be studied by those entering upon a
University course. The School Journal
wishes to express itself in sympathy
with those who advocate one language
and that optional.

Among the arguments for a single
language are these: 1. Not all pupils
are linguistically inclined. 2. The study
of two languages uses up too much of
the student’s time--probably over one-
half of his time on the average. 3.
There is a consequent lack of balanece.
4. There is a neglect of the practical
branches, so necessary in modern re-
search, and so necessary to true cul-
ture.

Among the arguments for free choice
are these: 1. Latin has no greater cul-
ture value than other languages. 2. Tt
is not demanded by many other univer-
sities. 3. It is not of as great practical
value as a study like French. 4, Ttis a
dead language. 5. It usually leads no-
where—that is, a student studying
Frenech for two years in a university
gets a working acquaintance with the
language, but a student taking Latin
usually has only enough knowledge to
make a hazy guess at the meaning of a
Latin sentence.

One cannot but feel that the reasons
why Latin has been singled out by
many for special distinetion are: 1.
Latin has been considered the badge of
culture, e.g., clergy are distinguished

from most of their flock by the fact
that they can utter Latin phrases and
perhaps quote a Greek phrase or two.
2. Latin was always a University study
and Universities are conservative.

Why should there be only one road
to a University? There are twenty or
more paths after one enters. The ideal
matriculation test should be such as to
permit entrance to the University
students of widely varying eculture.
The fixed course is not fair to the
student nor to society, nor is it to be
defended on pedagogical grounds. The
best course for a student is that which
has best educational and highest prac-
tical value. Such a course may for
some embrace the study of two or three
languages, for more it would mean the
study of only one foreign language, and
that not necessarily Latin. It is not
true that all the cultured men of toQay
have a knowledge of even one foreign
language. We should measure culture
not by studies, but by actunal attain-
ment and power.

The day is coming when one can
matriculate without knowing three
branches of mathematics, or without a
test in history (the test in geography is
now omitted) or without a knowledge
of some other branches. New studies
will receive recognition. Option, within
limits, must take the place of compul-
sion.

It is scarcely to be expected that,
with the University Council constituted
as it is, the course will be altered at the
present time. It will, however, only b'e
a few years until the alteration is
made.



