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oft(8> A %%alkinig-stick froîn tiniber recovered froin ilciu luin
of te famlous Arctic steamer "Alert," br oken up in the port

Of Quebec in Septenmber, 1895.
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Parisian Affaîrs.

PARIS, March il, 1896.
HFI panic element of the Italian crisis is subsiding. 'l'leT talans are rcgarding the mess and muddle of the situa-

tion with cooler heads, and public opinon is satisfied
that the end of the worlId is not a whit nearer by the defeat of
the Itai ians at Adoua. Peilhaps King Mcnelik may feci less
ComIfortabîe at his good Itick. General Baratieri is now
accepted as having lost bis head, as there wvas neither skill nor
Strategy in bis attack. It recalled the tactics of MacMahon
at Sedan ; lie had no plan, did flot sce clearly his way, but
woUld figlit a bit to note what would turo ulp. Italy must first
regulate lier home situation , the disappearance of Signior
Crispi does flot remove many interior dangers totally uncon-
iiected withl îhe African disaster. No nation liktes to be
WbiPped, especially by a foe ranked as their inferior. Th e
erench went irîto hysterics at the Langson disaster, and were

Prepared to hestow Carthage crucifixion upon jules Ferry ; yet
that affair was only a fica bite in comparison with Italy's mis-
fortune. Tlhe Americans had their Bulîs Runi, or, more cor-

)ety W the Spaniards do not accept their contests in
Cuba'wjthl joy .England herseif was not pleased afier Gaudi-
,,ria Njuha HiilI, and, later, Krugersdorp ; only the English

did lo rend their clothes or tear their hair, as if Israeiites en
route for Babyloîiishl captivity.

Tihe Italian State coachi having, secured a new driver, what
r1ext ? Suspend, as necessity bcompels, any exchange 0f

"'arche in Ki Menelik ; get the finanicial situation of

for the nation, though not rich, is industrious and frugal. Then
Will corne the moment to consider the attention to be given to
the lictor ; his army is a combination of diverse tribles ; they
iTiaY be kept together whiîe a battle is in view ; but to be kept
in ulicertainty as to when it will corne off will be trying for
them., To advance loto the lowlands xvili be dangerous for
the A'byssinlan highlanders. Patience is not a virtue with
savage trîbes. As to the Italians having no right to invade
Ethiopia, that is hardly fit for the severe virtues of a debating
8OC'etY. To day every nation drafts its own decalogue, and
Practises haîf a dozen of moralities. Italy has had to peg off

at0ughe,. bit of the Dark Continent than the other good
arnaritan powers, wbo, save Etigland, have flot been successes

oI ter developmilents of their grabs of Africa. WVbether
Crispi odi Rudini be at the helm, Italy will remain a mern-

ber of the triple alliance. That xviii fot please France, nor
P2rhaps Russia, but the latter obtains ail slhe wants by simply

rrith Franet and on the watch. Germany bas to count
Wih hrsnef and Austria witb Russia. England counts only

Wih erei,'but armed to the teeth and ready to take to the
Warpath wlien ber interests are endangered, or wben she is
tlireatened by imperial telegrams or presidential messages.

In Europe, then, notbing, will be clîanged. But the
Egyptîan question will become more business-like, for Eng-
lad, now that the Osman I)ignas and the ortbodox and
I*eetîcal Mahdis are on the movc, will strike the iron while itis IlOt, and advance into the Soudan. That may prevent ber
n0f the the exact day whien sbe will lie able to quit the valleyoftleNile. 'Fie French have tbus no reason to bless King
M4enelik. It is well known that diplomatic discontent is gen-

ao be ery >'xcelsiorism of Russia. Germany is reported
tobied ve sore on the point. After ail, the Kaiser bias

t ed no1 *ocr advantages by playing second fiddle to
thde scovîte ; neither bias France, as first violinist. japan

arldGeatf Britain dIo not belong to the concert.
The English Blue Book publisbed upon the Venezuela

Onlfie1t isviewed by the French as a most admirable 1)roduc-

tIIf oreîgn office literature. It leaves the Venezuelans
thu a leg to stand on. But the most surprising part of

the 'atter is, what proofs liad President Cleveland to' 'ustlfYhis Jeyga
ki.vr gae message that was on the brink of plunging two

te 1snfolk, lto a fratricidal war ? Happily, the coolj rperaillen t and sound judgment of England saved America
8Yelf fromn a terrible calamity. Sir Frederick Pollock's

eéU1 of the case, and bis prècis of the facts, constitute a

îcpuL.,tion ut imaginary claînis as logical as it is crystally
clear. There cao be no second opinion on the dispute now
flot an anglophobist in Tamnanny Hall could " take the floor"
and place a finger on a weak spot oi the British case. There
is this question which riscs to the reader of tbe Blue Book,
whîchi is as interesting as a volume of travels :" Why, with
the crushing evidence at its command, did England allow the
sore to remnain open for fifty years ? " It is full time for
America and Venezuela to ring down the curtain ;at the saile
time it is to be hoped that Lord Salisbury will let off Vene-
zuela as modestly as possible, consistent with English rights
and the interests of British colonists.

Uncle Sain does not appear to have bis hand happy in
regulating European questions. The Spa.niards continue to
be very wrotb against hlm. However, it is only fair to give
the new coinmander-in-chief of the Spanish army time to
oppose the rebels in a fashion différent fromn that adopted by
Marshal Campos. Spain wîll show thus that she bas more
tban une General. I)elaying ber philaniîtropy for a while wîll
flot make its value less when its exercise will have no protests.

M. Faure's tour thrcugh Southern France baqs been,' on.the
whole, good, save to the polîtical parties that will neyer par-
don hlmi for lus comimittiog the cardinal sin of nooîinating
.M.-Bourgeois premier, though it is a imajoiy of the Chamber
of lieputies that keeps hlmi in office. The southerners are
very warrni-blooded, so they mîust not be judged too harsbly in
the few cases where tbey cried àbas le Sénzat, a body thcy
viewed as a collection of uninteresting fossils. TI'ey dipped
the tricolour, with a red knot at tbe top, under the nose of the
President, to show that they had their views of the Commune.
T'his was at Ciotat, a sort of Chathain dockyard, near Mar-
seilles, and the latter feels proud at bcbng able to boast it
declared for the Commune before sleepy Paris did, just as
L>'ons is proud at baving voted the downfall of the Second
Empire two days before the capital. The dockyard men are
full of fun. When the "Marseillaise" was played, they
replicd by their own band witb Chopiri's "~ Funcral March,"
and, instead of prescnting the customary nosegay-the bread
and salt-offered to visitors, they presented a nhortuary crown.
But these out-and-outcrs did not indulge in a vive for tic
Panamists, nor a cheer for the Duc d' Orleans, nor a hurrah
for Prince Victor Napoleon. Tl'le tour's moral is that the
people want a Cabinet of action, a Miiiistry fearlcss to expose
corruption and the corruptcd, and to put an~ end to nmuly-
pambyismn 1n the proceedings of the Executîve. It is against
M. Faure, pcrsonally, that the Opportunists wage war n0w.

For the third time the Chamber of Deputies bias indulged
in afi!1 fil wlîen asked to validate the election of M. Wil-
son, famous for bis specialties of raising the wind, wben his
fatbcr-in-law Grévy was in power. Yet " I)an's » misconduct
was notlîing wlien compared witb the wholesale corruption of
the Panamists, the railways, and the colonial concessiomns. It is
to be presumed Wilson bas been fairly elected, since no ile-
gality bias been estahlisbed. But the cause of virtue, etc., etc.

Tl'le assizes of Riom prcsented the curlous spectacle of
tbree of the jurors, liefore any verdict was arrived at, or tie
trial concluded, applauding the speech of the prisoner's coun-
sel, The act, of course, will lead to the finding bcbng quashed
on appeal. It is known as the afftzire Marie Michel-tb.e
country servant girl, not aged yet nineteen, who, tbree years
ago, when lier mistress, a strong and robust widow, was founid
strangled and robbed, accused a local goveroment clerk naîned
Cauvin, wbo was promised to be left tlîe wealth, with the
crime. Cauvin was married ; material evidence told against
hlm, but be got tbe beniefit of the doubt,,,and was transported
instead of bcbng guillotined. Inforinalities lled to iiew trials
and law's delays. In the interim Marie, a model wretch, lîad
hecomne penitent. She owned tlîat she was the mistress of
Catîvin, that it was she wlîo strangled the old widow, and
demnanded to be tried and guîllotined. The pub~lic prose-
cutor did not concede these requests, but had Marie tried for
defeating the ends of justice. She. was convicted, and has
been sentenccd to five years' solitary imprisoriment. XVere
lier story credited, Cauvin should be liberated ; lie expects to
lie so. That is wbere the case is now ; a young girl avows
she coomiited a murder ; the alienists attest she is flot
mad ; yet no onie will aid ber to reacJi the guillotine-a
disappointment which causes bier to shed many tears.

The Lebaudy blackmailing trial bas commeticcd. The two
'(sons," the scions of the late Duke of Brunswick, " Old
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