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Curious stories are told of the misadven-
tures by which these endeavours were
brought to mnought. Once, at
1818, his lectures were not only appreel-
ated by a brilliant assembly of hearers, in-
eluding Lord Byron, Lamb, and others, but
brought him a considerable sum of mongy.
It is useless to dwell longer on these sub-
Jects.

Something, however, must be said of
that malady which was the curse of what
might otherwise have been. the best per-
iod of Coleridge’s life. We refer, of course,
to his dreadful opium habit. It seems cer-
tain that Coleridge acquired this habit
guite unwittingly. He suifered from chron-
ic rheumatism and internal paing; and was
recommended to try some Black Drops as a
remedy. He did not know that these
‘black drops were made of opium. The hab-
it grew on him from 1810 to 1816. By
1814 he was a complete slave to it. Cole-
ridge seems to have done all that he could
«do to beat the habit. He prayed against
it. He hired men to keep him out of the
-druggists’ shops; but he could not over-
come it. Great schemes were marred and
his life wae maimed in this imnanner. Yet it
is hardly true to say that he did nothing.
He did a great deal cf arduous, unypleasant,
-and ill-requited work on the Courier; and
he wrote (1814-16) one of his greatest
works, the Biographia Literaria, -which
‘was published in 1817.

In 1816, Coleridge, finding his own un-
-ajded efforts insufficient to emancipate him
from the opjum habit, placed himself under

the charge of Mr. Gillman, a medical man’

-at Highgate, with whom he remained un-
til his death in 1834. He was then only
but he was a broken-down,
white-haired man. Under the faithful and
affectionate care of Mr. and Mrs. Gillman
he partly recovered his health and did
some considerable literary work, but was
perhaps, during that period, best known
by his oral utterances which were listened
to by a number of highly intellectual men
who gathered around him as a kind of ora-
¢le. Hls principal publications were the
“Biographia Literaria” in 1817, and the
“Aids to Reflection” in 1825.

"8ir T, N. Talfourd, referring to this as-
Ppect ot Coleridge’s influence, remarks: “If
he had a power within him mightier than
‘that which these glorious creations (men-
tioned above) indicate, shall he be censured
‘because he has deviated from the ordinary
course of the age in its development, and
instead of committing his imaginative
‘wisdom to the press, has dellvered it from
his living lips. He has gone about in the
true spirit of an old Greek Bard, with a
‘noble carelessness of self, giving fit utter-
-ance to the divine Spirit within him. Who
that has ever heard can forget him ? 'His
mild benignity, the unbounded variety of
his knowledge, the fast-sucaeeding pro-
duets of his imagination, the child-like sim-
plicity with whiel he rises from the driest
and commonest theme into the wildest
magnificence of thought, pouring on the
soul a stream of beauty and of wisdom to
mellow and enrich it forever. The seed of
poetry, the materials for thinking, which
‘he has thus scattered will not perish. The
records of his name are not in books only,
‘but on the fleshly tables of young hearts,
who will not suffer it to die even in the
-general ear, however base and unfeelin®
crit'icism may deride thelr gratitude.”

Of the wonderful conversations of Cole-
ridge, Hazlitt declared, “He talked for-
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ever, and you wished him to talk forever.”
Even Carlyle, although he presented the
ludierous side of the subject, involuntarily
becomes eloquent as he speaks of Coleridge
as “a sage escaped from the inanity .of
life’'s battle—attracting towards him the
thoughts of innumerable brave souls still
engaged there. ., . asublime man.”
Around that “old man eloguent’” gathered
bright spirits like John Sterling, Edward
Irving, Julius Hare, Frederick Maurice and
Arthur Hallam. John Mill said he in-
fluenced the thoughts of all young men
who had any thoughts. '

A short time before his death in 1834,
he wrote to Charles Lamb, asking his for-
giveness if he had seemed to forget or ne-
glect him. We know that Coleridge, with
the kindest heart in the world, lacked the
energy to keep up frequent communication
with friends. Lamb was much touched
and wrote: “Not an unkind thought has
pagsed in my brain about you. TIf ever you
thought an offence, much less wrote it
against, me, it must have been in the times
of Noah, and the great waters swept it
away. Mary’s most kind love. Here she
is erying for mere love over your letter.”
One of the last lines written by Coleridge
wasg in a copy of Beaumont and Fletcher.
They are: “God hiess you, dear Charles
Lzmb. Iam ¢ying. IfeelIlave not many
weeks left.” Lamb died in the same year,
1834, not quite sixty. Coleridge was near-
1y sixty-two. They had a friendship of fif-
ty years, Lamb said, without a dissension.
We hope to return to Coleridge’s work and
influence. WILLIAM CLARK.
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The rehearsal of a universal suffrage
vote or plebiscite, irregularly called a re-
ferendum, seems to be the coming new
factor for gauging public opinion on im-
portant political issues. It possesses the
merit of showing how the wind blows. The
real referendum exists in Switzerland,
where, after a bill has duly passed
through the federal legislature, it is sub-
mitted for final ratification, before being
promulgated as law, to the manhood vote
of the electors of all the cantons. The
Scandinavians have recently held an un-
official referendum to feel the pulse
of the eleetorate on some political reforms;
the Belgiane have just followed suit, to
ascertain the strength of the current in
favour of unijversal versus restricted vot-
ing ; fifty per ceunt. of the electors on the
existing reglsters took part in the amateur
polling, and the recorded votes were as
5 to 1 in favour of universal sufirage. The
Government cannot shut its eyes to this
spontaneous verdict. True, fifty per
cent. of voters abstained in the case of the
Belgian experiment; but In Switzerland
and France, from 23 to 30 per cent. of
the electors never vote at ail. The drink
bill of the Gladstone Cabinet, in leaving to
two-thirds of the parochial or district
electors, the right to close or keep open
pubs and rum holes, is a referendum. The
latter will be largely employed next Octo-
ber at the general elections in France, to
weed out superfluous or obstruetive ean-
didates, and so get rid of that ecumbrous
and” irritating safeguard—the second bal-
lot.
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