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than ta divide the farmn buildings, or find money to buiid new sets. Others
preacli a change of crops, and certain it seems that, uniess freiglits rise
immensely, England can neyer compete with boundless exp-inses of the
richest soil and stable climates. But a total change of system, whether in
regard to holdings or crops, will take time. . . .

If England in general looks more lovely every time one sees it, les
lovely, it must ho confessed, every time one Sees it, looks manuifacturing
England, with its firmament of smoke, its soul devoid of verdure, its pol-
iuted streams, its buildings and chimneys supretue in hideousness, its dreary
lines of dingy cottages, its soot and grime, its distracting din, its3 myriads
spending their lives in the monotonous toil in which they have no more
interest than. the other part of the machinery, its employment of women in
factory labour, which must be hurtful both to home and to the health of
the race, make what Factory Acts you will. One may marvel at the
industry, the skiil, the alinost miraculous inventions of mechanical genius,
the organising power bore displayed. One may rejaice over the immense
production, and the benefit not only material but moral which it confers
upon mankind. Ascetic pre.judices against monoy-making no man of senso
shares: wealtli honourably made and weli used is as pure as were the
streams which. once ran sparkling and babbling through Lancashire and
Yorkshire delis. Master manufacturera 1 have known wliose characters
were as beneicent and as noble as human characters could be. Co-opera-
tive stores, it seems, are doing every year an increased business, and bosides
the direct benefiÉ are spreading thrift and the elovating sense of ownership
amang the people. Fopular oduncation no doubt is doirig its part ; music may
du lier part also. Stili, one cannot help feeling that manufacturing Engiand
is unlovely, and wondering that ail the nations shouid so vie with each other
in forcing factory life into existence. Happy, one would think, wauld be
the nation which could get others to do work of this sort for it, while itself
enjoyed its sky and verdure, its well-balanced union of urban, rural, and
maritime character and life. The skilful artificer has an interest in the
work of bis bande ; even tho farm labourer sees the liarvest : the media-
nical tender of a machine lias nothing but his wages, and lie ie not to be
b1itmed if on thpm, hie heart is fixed. Whio can be surprised if these
masses are not national in spirit, or even if they would bo ready, for same
abject of the trade unions, ta surrender not only Ire]and but Kent. The
Bllack Country is hardly a part of England : it belonge ta the carboniferous
strata. That the increased wages of its workmen sliould be largely epent
in sensuai indulgence ig not wonderful ; nor would it be wonderfui if their
politicai character was violent and saur. -The operatives' creed, ton, it
seems, is in an increasing degree Secularism, which May be enliglitenment,
but is not poetry or comfort.. . . . . .

Wealth, rapid devolopment, the stress and drive of life (which appears
ta me almost as great here as in the United States), and facilities of travel-
ling, have begottein a restieesness which crowds ail the railway stations
and. seeme ta have almost banisbed the idea of repose. Every one Ilwants a
change." Every one, when he has a holiday, sets off and travols as far as
he can by rail and boat, exchanging for the cares of the counting-house
those of time-tables and luggage. One mar I liave found passing hie holi-
days in hie home. Society lias become migratary, and therefore lees social.
In the aid country tawn, as I remember it in years gone by, the people
spent thoir lives at home, only going ta the seaside when they needod it;-
and tliey enjayed intimacy, which is surely a part of the liappiness of life,
for no passing acquaintance can bo SO interesting as even a very ordinary
friend. Somo such towns there stili are in England, out of the tide of
traffic$ýnd especialiy under the peaceful shadaw of cathedrals, where the
people sem ta have leisure, the streets eleep in the summer sun, and new
raws of bouses are flot gaing up ; places where aId age miglit find a quiet
hayon. The men in the country town of former days were not idlors or
dreamers: the banker had amassed wealth, thougli not in a wild-cat way ;
the aid Indian had governed an empire; the aid admirai had commanded
a crack frigato. But they knew repose, which is naw a loat art. Some day,
perliaps, it wili be revived, and a new generation wili enter into the
labours of thie unresting one and rest. As a set-off againat what is for the
timo iost fromn the sociability of the private circle, it May be said that,
through the multiplying agencies of communication and Syinpathy, ail men
and circles are being more weided together into a cammunity, the ideas
and interesta of whicb are brouglit home ta every fireside.Qoldwin Smith,
mn Macmillan.
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