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However, the average man nuturally desires to know wbat is going on

in those parts of a common field of action which lie boyond bis own sight

and experience. lie cannot do bis work witb high officiency uniess bie

froshens, from time to time, bis knowledge of the methods of others, and

without an occasionai view of the generai movement bie cannot forecast bis

own future. Nor, to strike a lower note, can ho muintain rational inter-

,course witb bis kind oxcept he knows, in a generâai and comprehensive way,

whut the mon of bis time are tbinking, saying and doing. AIl these wants

must and will be supplied in some mode, and the daily journal does not

appear to be the mode most desirable. As for the weekly editions of the

daily press, motives of oconomy make themn, la their intelligence and edito-

rial departmnents, mere reprints of the daily issues, and thus open themn to

ail the objections urged against their originals.

We are now brought to a realization of the need of und justification for

a distinct weekly, fortnightly, or înonthly press, independont in tone, fear-

less la expression, thoug"htfui lan discussion, discriminating in the runking

of topics, moderate in exposition, elevated in style and pure in diction. It

la, to sucli a press that the average ma should and must look for thut

broad and cloar perspective of bis surroundings witbout which there cannot

ho, la a full or truc sense, a succossful or satisfuctory existence. The duily

journal, accepted und used witbin the limitations wbich. every sucli journal,
bonestly conducted, accepts for itself, will satisfy bis daily needs; and, as

its fucilities and efforts in that direction inerease, hoe will increusingly rely

upon the more leisurely issues of the press for the general news, opinion

.and tendency of the time. The relations of the daily and the serial press

are not those of rivulry, but cooperution. Energy is the truc churacteristie

of the first, deliberation of the last, The one produces the glowing metal,

which. the other bouts into final shapes. By their combined operation tbey

refine and crystailize the crude results of social activity, separating truth

freim error, rejecting triviuhity, dismissing evanescence, pluciag facts la

their truc relations, encouraging sound thougbt, exeinplifying plain speuk-

ing, oxalting justice, and, ia a larger und botter measure than Sbukespeare's

chosen instrument is capable of, they Ilhold, as 'twero, the mirror up to

Nature, to show Virtue bier own foature, Scora bier own image, and the

very age and body of the time bis forai and pressure." B.

LA TITUDE.

VEFRY many people who are incapable of forming an independent opinion

have oponed Miss Clovelund's book with prejudico bora of .newspaper comn-

monts. Othors, not seeing clearly through the mists of adverse criticism,

have î»ot it with indifference, und bave îîot bestowed upon it that thouglit

which it deserves. Some bave been repelled by the tîtlo. Every book wbich

bas any riglit to live deserves a namne short., crisp and easily repeated. It

should noither contain a sumînary of the contents nor be dependent upon any

ephemeral subject of the lîour. "lGeorge Eliot's poetry and other Studios "

la not a pioasing bitle af ber the types have been long, burdenod by a subject,

and ufter a certain name lias passed into history. The leading subj oct la

ephemeral, if one should judge by the titie alone, tbeugh not se in the wuy

it is treated. Thero is a central truth evolved which is weli expressed la

one sentence of the first essay : IlPootry," she says, Il wbose nocessity it is

to deul witb humunity la ail its bearings, cun neyer, conslstently witb its

mission, beave the reuder with meroly the silence of the Sphynx coacerning

the hereaf ter." She shows how the Agnostic leuds ofle up to a blunk wull

and louves hlm there, and how the spirit of poesy rebels uguinst such treat-

ment, and the dire result.
Stili another class of people have met the book with indifference.

Certain mombors of the literary guild bave net relished the idea of huving

their realm invaded by an uninviteci guest. According to their notion no

fortuitous circumstance cun bo a sufficient excuse for slipping in by a

aide entrance and tuking place umeng the fuvoured ones, witbout se much

as Il by your louve, gentlemen." That tbis.book bas made its wuy aguinst

ail these obstacles la proof of its genuino worth. $The Christian world

ouglit especiully to meet it witbout projudice, for it la utterly froc from the

taint of infidolity which Booms te ho a fushion of the hour.

Aithougli many quetatiens have been given fromn it by the crities, very

few have heen givon fairly. It is not difficult to take the firat book of any

author and by quoting isolated passages place that author at a disudvantage

before the public. The book lias suffered more thun moat others la this

way, tbe critica huving been quito frequently affected by the political

eclipse which, overshadowed them. One would tbink that a critie would

leara te discera truth in the durk as well as la the liglit ; but it lasuir-

priaing hew anialk, an object will obscure the vision if beld tee fleur.

Replete with goed thouglits, it la difficult te select specimens for quota-

tien; yet, as an offset te some that have been mutiluted, lot us see what

ahe says about tbe expression of thouglit la tbe essay on IlReoiprocity."1

IlI arn convinced that people think enough: it is the utterance of thought

that is rieeded. If the habit of brave attempt at this utterance could be

fornied, and despite ail criticismi persevered in, how mucli more should we

give to each other."
IliHow many of us excuse the second best thoughts, which we give to

others in conversation, by the plea that we are not original thinkers: that

we have no original ideas. Nothing is worse for you than to think your-

self not an origrinai person, except to think that you are an original person.

Do nlot flatter yourself in either direction."
"Tbougb the institution of cbivalry did not spring from Christianity,

yet it had its springs in the religrious nature of man. It sprang from the

necessity in man to croate .for hirnself an ideai-froin that inalienable

endowment of hurnan nature by which we must worship, aspire, obey."

It would not be possibple within the limits of this short n~otice to quote

many passages, but it is enough to say the book pays the impartial reader

for a careful perusal; and if there is a certain redundancy of style, what

of that i The time will corne wben America will accord to hier children,
both of the brush and pen, a freedom peculiar to bier nationaiity. Why

should they mode] after the ancients through all time ? There is room in

this country for any number of Ilschools," or for the exercise of individual

taste. Should tbey not demand the freedom of the prairie-be satisfied with

nothing less than the bounds of the continent, the depth and height of lake

and mounitain, with something of the wildness and beauty of their own

forests J. OLIVER SMITI.

MONTREAL MATTERS.

MONTREAL, NOV. 16.
MONTREAL saw the worst of the smali-pox epideînic at the end of Octo-

ber. Ever since the daily bills of mortality have grown shorter, till now
thecy staid at less than one-haif their lengith a monith ago. As far as credit
for the relaxation of the pest's grasp upon the city can be awarded, it cor-
tainly seems dire to the citîzens who were added to the Civie Board of
llealtb. Unfortunately, nonre of the aldermen on the Board were vory
seriously affected by the epidoinic, financially or otherwise.; and until somte
of the citizens who were so afflected took up the tight smiall-pox had it al
its own way. There is a wideiy prevaient impression that bad the Roman
Catholic Bisbop as fully exortod lis authority as his predecossor, Monseig-
nieur Bourget, would have done, our gbastly intrader's stay would have
been leas disastrous. Monseigneur Fabre is a typical ecclesiastic as to the
utmnost courtesy of inanners, but lie lacks the vigonr.a3 an administrator
which distinguislied the prelate whorn he succoods. Srmall-pox is nlot a
thing to be bowed out, as this city knows to its cost.

Now that mattors are on the mnend, there is a gooci deal of aaxioty feit
about the possibility of the epidemic's recurronco. As probably twenty
babes are bora every day among the French-Canadian population, their
coinpulsory vaccination is clearly the one resourco aglainst the scourge of
1885 being repoated. This measure depends upon com'pulso0ry rogistration
of births, and to this the Roman (Jitholie Church is opposed. Again and
again legislation on this point bas been unsuccessfully sought ; it would
seum that the priests think that if births were required to be registered in
a public office a blow would bc dealt at the obligation to baptize. liowevor,
it is likely that ut the next parliamentary session at Quebec compulsory
registration will be asked for once more, with perhaps such concessions to
ecclesiastical p)ri vilege as may load to its being grantod.

As smalpox becomes less devastating in its sweep other topics are
gottiag a share of public attention, and amongo these the constantly rocur-
reat subject of Canada's political future. Monitreai's interest, of course,
furaishes the standpoi4~ of ordinary outlook. Not many of the population
are of Briti8b birth, and the new generation of British stock native to the
city or country have a decidedly moditied sentiment of regard for the
mother-lad. Intirest in politics ia this commercial metropolis proceeds
ia the main from commercial considerutions in the minds of mion with
whoîn business is business. Othierwise there is much less political uctivity
than la aay other city of Canada. Here differences of race enfeeble party
unity, and as the English-speaking section sends but one represontative to
Ottawa its political pussiveness is not te be wondered ut. Queboc as a
Province hus perhaps less reason than any other ia the confederation te bc
dissatisfied witb the Dominion Goverament. Growlings from Nova Scotia,
discontent la New Brunsý,dck, uneasiness ia Manitoba and the North-West,
mutterings in Onatario, all about Confedoration, find ne ecboes in this homne
of a privileged cburcb, where a frugal, country population exchanges ut the
federul oxcbequer dunes of taxes for dollars of appropriation.

Montreal as a city has as little cause us hier Province to compluin of
the links which bind the Dominion togother. Sho is very dependent on
the country at large for a market for hier imports and manufactures lier
investments reacb ont the length and broudth of the land, and a thousand
cords of interost bind lier to let things remain as tbey are. Wore any dis-
ruption.of tho Dominion to part Quebec froin Ontario and Manitoba, the
erection of an adverse turiff would shatter inany of Montreul's leading
industries, and plunge the city into the gulf of commercial ruin. Heac 6

the felly of the Bleus and UJltrumontanes generally, wbose sentinments,
voiced by I'Etendard, threaten the stability of a partnership which, te
Quebec, bas been ia every way profitable.

Independence is littie dîscussed, from the probability of its leading to
Annexation witb the United States. Our manufacturera, who se heartilY
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