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ATHOLIC CHURCH IN CANADA,

'iewed in its Civil Aspects.

ownctonl nf ma scmu omny philosophies and many religions. it

-ircer-ses such systems as those of Spinosa or Shelley or F'ichte as rnnch as afwwrsb a fpemlo xlnto.Ia ul

ouse of Confucius or Bouddha. In .a word, the reality and the supremayo Iwn t a few ods bye waofrehame , reana o tin. Ie arn full

ïe Spiritual life have neyer been carried further than by men who have departed aware that flot a fe codm th ore1hey take, axend do st1 aers , in hvs

îOst widely from the popular hypotheses of the immiaterial entity. question of the Roman Catholic Church. hearexlenprsnIav

Many of these men, no doubt, have indulged in hypotheses of their ownnudbtth'ar eyfdofqievnhogitastbeuraedta

uite as arbitrary as those of theology. It is characteristic of the positive thoughit groa rc;te ol ahrg odwyrudt saeadfiutta

f our age that it stands upon a firmer basis. Though not confoundiiig the take the righit and straighit path where they wili have to face and filht it down.

ie moral facts with the physical, it wvill neyer lose sight of the correspondence And they are quite 1ndign'mt at being disturbed. T1hey take it as a personal

id consensus between ail sides of human lifc. Led by an enormolis and coin- affront that one should dare speak Out bis mmnd, or seek to unsettie things that

lete array of evidences, it associates every fact of thouglit or of emiotion with a they ma), get a l)etter setiement. Others again cry out cui l'ana ? You are in

et of physiology, with molecular change in the body. Withoiit pretending to a mninority ; thiese are old standing abuses ; the governmrent is ail for a P)arty;

xplain the first by the second, it denies that the first can be ex])laifled without Public spirit is dead and can hardly be galvanized into the seiniance of life;

ie second. But with this solid basis of reality to Nvork on, it gives their place British sentiment is but a boast ; you cani do no good in that way ; don't try.

f supremacy to the highest sensibilities of man, through the hieights and depthls Now, I quite sec that those gentlemen have a right to, their opinions, and to, the

f the spiritual life. 
free expression of them. If they choose to bear the unnecessary ilîs of life, of

Nothing is more idie than a discussion about words. *But when sume deny course they must. But, then, I have also the righit to exercise my uwn gifts and

lie use of the wuàrd 1soul' to those who mean by it this consensus and not any graces, even if they differ froin those of the majority. I find it as hiard tu be

mmaterial entity, we may remind them that our use of the word agrees with its quiet and submissivc before what ap)pears to me tu be injustice, as it is for some

tymology and its history. It is the mode in which it is used in the Bible, the of my friends to rouse themselves to speech and action when they are sure that

~el-spring of our truc English speech. It may, indeed, be contended that there wrung is done. A part of this arises from the nature of mie; a part from my

snu instance in the Bible in which Soul dues mean an irnmaterial entity, the education. A true English nonconformist can hardly be other than opposed to

lea flot having been familiar to any of the writers, with the doubtful exception any ecclesiastical ascendancy. In England 1 was opposed tu the state church

'f St. Paul. But without entering upon Biblical phiiology, it may be said that -not as it concerned hier creeds, or methods of working, but as it concernied

or une passage in the Bible in which the word 'soul' can be forced to bear the lier tunion with the civil powver. 1 have been accustomed tu see the supporters

neaning of immaterial entity, there are ten tcxts in which it cannot pussib ly of churches and institutions criticise each other freely. But I îiever heard that

efer to anything but breath, life, moral sense, or spiritual emotiun. When thie siich criticisms could be construed into insults uintil 1 came to Canada. Roman

?salmist says, ' Deliver my seul from death,' 'Heal my soul , for 1 have sinned1,'' Catholics in England freely criticise, and unsparingly condemn, the Protestants;

My soul is cast down within mie,' 'Return untu my rest, 0 my soul, he means by but 1 neyer heard that the Protestants called tbcmselves insulted by it. I

soul' what wve mean,-the conscious unity of our being culminating in its reli- remcmber that not so very long ago the Roman Catholic Bisholp of Salford said

ious emotions - and until we flnd some English word that better expresses this in a sermon that the Protestant Bishop of Manchester ivas nu Bishop at ail.

deawe hal coninu touse he hraeoloy o Daid.Whereupun the Bishop of Manchester took up the cudgels, and a great flght came

It is not merely that wve are denied the language of religion, but we sume- off. 'lhle Eîiiscopalians didn't bluster and talk of insult, and send threatening

imes finds attempts to exclude us from the thing. Tlhere are some wvho say that letters, but rather enjoyed the lordly war of words ; iany of us thinking that

vorshîp, spiritual life, and that exaltation of the sentiments which we caîl devo- lie of the Catholic Chrirch had rather the best of it. ihýe nonconformfists are

ion, have nu possible meaning unless applied to the special theology of the Ilar- calied Schisinatics, and Spoliators and a host of uigly things ; but they neyer

icular speaker. A little attention to history, a single retiection on religion as a talk of l)eing insulted, as the peuple do here. And I cannot belp expressing

K'hole, suffice tu show the hollowness of this assumrption. If devotion inean the my disapPointinent at the pour narniby-pamrby sp)irit 1 flnd here among iany

surrender of self tu an adored Power, there lias been devotion in creeds witb peop)le. You have only to say that you are going to subject a cburch, or an

rnany gods, with une God, with nu gods ; if spiritual life mean the cultivatiofi of institution, to a lîttie bistorical airing and criticism, and a lot of people begin tu

:his temper towards moral purification, there wvas spîrijual life long before the grind their knuckles intu thieir eyes and blubber. 'Fhey take it as an attack upon

notion of an immaterial entity inside the buinan being was cxcogitated ; and as themselves, and pay it back, nut in defending their institutions and answering

;o worship), men have worshippecl, with intense and overwvhelming passion, ail your a rgune n ts or nu argtimen ts, but iii heap)ing personal abuse upon yu. T'at is a

kinds uf objeets, urganic and inorganic, inaterial and spiritual, abstract ideas as state of things 1 do not understand. Wby thiere sbould be su much anger and su

well as visible forces. Is it implied that Confucius, and tbe couiitless millions imuch vuligar abuise heaped upon a man who bas neyer attacked pesn from

who have followed bim, had nu idea of religion, as it is certain that they biad the first to the last, or uttered a word that could be construed into anything more

none of thculogy ; that Bouddha and the Boudhists were incapable of spiritual than a fair critîcisin 1 do flot know. Nor do I understand bow it is that the

emution ;that t he Fire-wursbippers and the Sun-worshippers neyer practised press allows such violent personal attacks under a nom de plume. I have writ-

worsbip ; that the pantheists and the humanists, frorù Marcus Aurelitis to Fichte, ten a great deal at une tixue and another for newspapers, but miever in my life did

had the springs of spiritual life dried upl in them for want of an Old or new 1 send an anunymous letter. And 1 am amazed tu find here a lot of scotindrels,

Testament ? If this is intended, une can unily wonder at the power of a self- who have nothing to ]ose that anybody would care to finti, alluwed to skulk be-

coml)laceflt conformity to close mlenis eyes to the native dignity of man. Reli- hind the hiedge and fling dirt. 1 do hope that the press will put a stop tu that.

gion, and its elements in emotion-attachuCnt, veneration, love-are as old I can see very well that if a public question is under discussion the cause may

exactly as buman nature. Tbey noved tbe first men, and the first women. gain notbing by having the name of a writer ; but wben it is merely a maliciotis

They have found a bundred ubjects to inspire thein, and have bowed to a great attack u])on a J)crson the case is différent. 1 have nu hesitation in saying-and

variety of puwers. They were in full force long before Theology wvas, and be- ny judgmeflt is l)asetl on general l)rincil)les aiid particular cases-that a maiî

fore the rise of Cbristianity ; and it would be strange indeed if they sbould cease who will mialignl the character of another unider a pseudonym would rob a till

with the decline of eitber. It: is not the emotioflal elements of Religion which or strike a womnan. And this tuu I affirm that the man who takes a criticism or

fail us. For these, with the gruwing goodness uf inankind, are gaining in p)urmty an attack upofi an institution, or organization, ecclesiastical or other, as a personal

and stroength. Rather, it is the intellectutal elements of religion wbîch are con- attack, or insult, is thereby proven to be devoid of ail knowledge of educated

spicuously at fault. We need tu day, not tbe faculty of worsbip (that is ever suciet>'. I deny that 1 insult a man by denounicifg bis dugmnas, if 1 use reason-

fresh in the heart), but a clearer vision of the power we should worship. Nay, able language. A Redemptorist Father used language of us awhile ago, that

it is flot we who are borrowing the privileges of theology.: rather it is tbeology SoOfIof us thougbit not quite polislied, bie even damned us with energy. And

wbich seeks to apprupriate to itself the most uruYersal privilege of Inan. why flot? He mneant it 1 arn sure. Who was insulted ? Not 1. 1 would have

FREDERIC HARRISON. eaten sait with im after is sermon. Hard words break nu bones, and if yuu
want to enforce a point you must use strong language. Don't let us talk of in-

Mr. Bright bias been having rather a lively tîe wihteBshops. In a suit as if we wcre small boys ; let us be nien and manly. B>' a goud

speech at Rochdale, with the oId ring of earnestness and strength su characteris- bealthy criticism we learn our uwn faults and bow to put tbem away. It is the

tic of tbe man, and an eloquefice worthy even of bis palmy days, bie boldl>' sait of Society ; it is the ruot-nourishrnent of instittutions. It is as needful as

attacked the Established Church, and amung other illuîstrations of its baneful a struflg opplosition in the parliament, withut which political corruptions would

influence, puînted tu a speech of tbe new Bisbop of Truro, and the intimation it neyer become"I Pacific Scandais,' or foolish contracts Ilrusting steel rails." Being

gave of bis purpose to suppress Dissent. Two or three days passed, and then in Canada, it did occur tu me that 1 was in duty boimnd tu take some intcrest in

a Ilmemnber of the Conference "at wbich the speech was delivered, înterposed Canadian affairs and some share in the work of the nation. 1 have sume eccle-

to throw bis shield over the diocesafi, and to state that thuugh the reporter had siastical education, and some strong political instincts. 1 indulge botb. 1 arn a

condensed bis puwerful address intu an exhortation to "lcombat Dissent with pastur of a cburcb, which office 1 fulfil to the best of my abilît>', tbus far without

its own vtuns,' yet the printed cupy of the address contained nu sucb e- senous complaint on the part of my peuple. I arn also a member of tbe state,

presio, ~ an oter ndiatin o te felig atriute toDr.BenufiTex and think it my dut>' to turn my attention and my efforts that way wben I can.

nesst n day can tilre eptdpcdation of the seln trb dtatD. einn fTthe In the year or su that I have been here I bave wrougbt bard to acquaint myseif

Bisopa cimef an btilmr wasai fooed yatmany ofe tateen from rrgthe with the civil and ecclesiastical affairs of this coumntry. And I would impress

making the amende honorable in a way wbich ought to have ended the cuntro- upon you the feeling that bas came upun myseîf. 1 see clearly that there is rest-

vers>', and which appeared tu, us far beyund anything which justice or courtes>' ing upon the peuple of this Dominion a ver>' great and grave responsibilit>'. It

required. It bias been followed, bowever, by a series of humilies from a class seems a law-be it a law or no -it is a fact, that for man>' generatiofis past the

-of writers who are eager to prove their own wisdorn and moderation by adminis- tide of life bias been flowing westward. Tbis continent is but a tbing of yesterday

teigchastisernent to an extreme mani like Mn. Bright, Ilwho is becomilg, dun't -bit see what a day bias dune. See the millions of people, their neligiotis and puliti-

terinw 
'ut 

naiao gi.-TeCnrgtoaît 
cal institutions-their commerce and industry. In almost everything outstripping

The Marquis of Hartington's speech marks an epoch in the histon>' of Dis- the old worîd. And here you bave a magnificent country-great nivers, great

establishmnt. It dues not mean that the Liberal party is guing to make religiotis lakes, great woods, and a fertile soiî-and in the people you bave the nucleus Of a

equalit>' a Ilplank'l inch platforni, or even that those gnevances about wbicb the êreat and prusperous nation. The people are hardy, thrifty, and given tu piet>'

noble Marquis feels so keenl>', under wbich the IlFree and. Dissenting" Churches in an extraordinar>' degree. Out of an old wonld we have to build a new nation.

mn Scotland are suffering, are to be immediately nedressed, or that England is Ahl histor>' is before our eyes, revealing the excellencies that we may copy

.-soon to be the only part of the United K ingdomn in which an Establishmenlt is tu themn, and the blunders thet we ina>' shun thern, of the old nations of Europe.

be_- left stanmding. But whjke we take ver>' modenate views as to the immediate con- Never befone, it seems to me, in world histor' bias such an oppontunit>' occurrçd

.sequences of bis declaration, we do nut therefore attach to it the les importance. to, an>' peuple. It is flot &;a the Indians are called upon to mmdcc the country,


