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the Moderator, aasigning certain . essons for Il dropping ý'
bis appeal. Ris latter wus quite unnecessary, as everybody
connected witb the Synod knew perfectly well tbat ha was
afraid te prosecute bis appeal, and that he woull fiad some
pretext or another foi' not, proceeding with it. His coin-
munication, as we learn fromn the -Presbytriait Review,
was rcceivcd with derisive laugbter, after whicb be was
permitted te -withdra,; bis appeal. This chosen but most
unsavoury vessei bas probably gained wisdomn in the sehool
of experiance during the last few montbs, and it is not likely
that hae iill think fit te intrude hiioseîf or bis affairs upon
public notice again for many a day.

ENRY GEORGEIS DIVFKOUILTY.

THsE great land reformer, or, to speak more correctly, the
man who wvill ha great when bis land rcformn is effeted, liais
been among us, and seina of us bave heard bim. Not ail of
us. Not su, many as should have listened, considering that
rnany of us bave not read bis books, and that somne have
only a vague notion that lie is a mnild kind of'Socialist-per-
baps a communist in disguise-.or only a very-much-diluted
Nihilist. To speak p]ainly, ae aucli persons are neglecting
a plain duty they owe te society and themseives: the duty
of informing themselves fairly on a public question before
it becomes a party question. Having once entered the lat-
ter stage, evary chance of calm consideration and fair dis-
cussion wiii ha lost. In partisan literature tha trutb wili
be told, but unfortunately more than the truth-tbe amount
of error and unessentiai verbiage spread over the giat and
truth of a controverted. idea being lîke the proportion of
sack te bead in that fanions old tavern score of wbicb ail of
us have beard. It is therafore our hounden duty te, acquire
a compatent knowladge of the subject wbile it is yet dabat-
able, for the time may soon corne when ail will be eager te
talk, but wban nona will ba wiiling te ba convinced. The
rapidity with whicli the Knights of Labour have spread
their organization over Canada may assure us that if once
the Land Nationalization question takes root in the United
States it will quickly becoma a living question bere. Mr.
George lias already been a candidate for the nîayoralty of
New York, and lias polled a large vote.. Notlîing no.w keeps
bis theoéies in the background but their undeniable corollary
th&t when al the taxes are paid by the land, protection
must cease te exist and free trade will become universal.
Tha workman of America are strongly iu favour of protec-
tion, and as long as they reinain united naithar capitalists
nor farmers can carry a vote in favour of free trada. But
pr'otactionists assura us that befora long the keennass of
home coinpetition, aidad by the use of the hast maclîinery
and the most economical mathods, will reduce American pr'o-
duets to the prica ot importations fromn Europe. Wben that
tima arrives, workmen wi]i vota.te, throw down the partition
Wall or cuÉtom hi ouses that now badges in the Atiaitie coast,
and ask for a chance te compete iu the markets of the ivorld,
If Commercial Union sbould. become an accomplishad fact.
Canada would ba obliged to go witb the States. If not,
there is littie doubt that our manufacturiers would.ba strong-
ly infi uenced by the example of our prosperous neighbours.

No one can tell how long or how sbort inay be the tirne
when American industry will be able tu go, alone, without
the leading-string&s of protection; and whenever that time
arrives we may venture to predict that Henry Geor-,ge's
theories wi]i become a subject of serious discussion to the
many who now ignore thiei. The vote of the manufactur-
ing classes wiIl by that time probably be stronger than that
of"-the fariners and land-owners, and these classes wilJ be
seifisbiy inclined to consider so texnpting a proposai as that
of shifting ail taxes, to the shoulders of the iand-ownèrs.
The increase of înodgayges upon land, too, is even now be-
ginning to effeet the transfer of land to the capitalist, and
gr-adualiy aiienating it froin thc tillers of the soil, wbo will
therefore have less interest in resisting the change. Busi-
ness inen and manufacturers, too, will sec a prospect of
evading înost of the taxes that now fali on themn, for tbey
wîll pay vary littie i comparison with the present schcme
of taxation; first, because the land used by thcmi is smali
in value comparc(l to the capital otherwise invested; and
second, because Henry GJeorge proposes to tax only tbc
value of the land itself, and not tbe value of any houses or
other improvenients placed upon it. Even the fariner
wiil find his ecared, fenced and improved land only
rated at the value of equaily fertile wvild land in the samne
position, and at a valuation very niucb less than land
in cities, which bans a value derived from is position
independent of any improvenients made upon it. The
agriculturist, thon, miglit be induccd to join the ranks of
the land reforinera on finding.that his land taxes wou]d bc
much lower than those of town land-owvners, and thus Henry
George, if lie should live to sec that time, wouid he laf t to
fight the capitalist owner of land alone. The latter would
be the only one personally interestcd, the selfishi interests of
aIl othar classes being either antagonistie or nearly nautral,
and his only frieîids would be those wbo objeet as a matter
of principla to the sacrifice of vested interest. Protectior
then, as we takze it, is the only great barrier in' the way of.
Hlenry George's sebenie, and if that were once reinoved lie
would see a hope of pltimate victory. But it ia quite pro-
bable that the present apostie of land reform may not live
to sce that barrier removed, and musý4 ]eave bis inantie for
the shoulders of those who mnay figlit the battle of the future
with better hopes of success. Protection bas taken lirai
root in Canada, though not yeb ten years naturalized in our
sou. The political batties of the future are likely to be fouglit
only upon tariff details, and not* on lime broad principle of
free trade. The -Reforin party already shows syinptoins of
common sanse and adaptation to circumstances. Even if cir-
cumstances sbould change ; if Canada shouid beconie self-
supporting ini staple inanufactories, national jealousy and
commercial seifisbness would unite to keep up' the barriers
long after thay had ceased to be useful as a protection to
naTve industry. At present the outlook is not rosy for Mr.
George's theories, and yet we repeat that a competent know-
liedge of thei ought to be part of the intellectual stock-n-ý
trade of every man-at any rate of every young man-who
desires to, be so we]l acquainted witli the present aspects of
t holit on political and economic questions as te be pre&
pated for what the. future may bring forth.


