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SARCINAE 0F THE STOMACH AND THEIR DIAGNOSTIC VALUE

BY GRAHAM CIIAMBERs, B.A., ilV.B.,
Associate Professor of Clinical Medicinýe, University of Toronto.

The occurrence of gastrie sarcinae in the contents of certain
affections of the stomach was first called attention to by Goodsir
in 1842. Since then, Falkanheim, Richter, and many others have
contribiutcd to the literature of the subjeet. Stili, there is very
littie known coiîcc.riuig the cultivation of 'the miero-organisms;
and the diagnostic value of their presence in tlie gastric contents
is to a considerable extent undetermined.

As far as we k-now gastrie sarcinae are peculiar to the stomach.
They are forrncd sometimes in the feces, but nover, except when
present in the stornach; and it is very probable that the primary
growth of the germ nover occurs in the intestine. The origin of
the growth in the stoînacli has nover been solvcd. The shape, size,
and oiher characters of gastric sarcinac indicate that they have
practicali nothing in comnion wi th the pigmuen t-f orming sarcinae
,of *the air.

_Morphologically, there are two forms of sarcina ventriculi,
whichi are , howevcr, probably different stages of (]eveloprnent of
the same organism. One, sometimes callcd the large-cellcd variety,
iS charaetcrized by the cel]s exhibiting an arraigeineiit known as
the bale shape and staining yellow with Lugol's solution; the otber,
a sniall-celled farm with cocci in irregular groups and not stain-
ing wvith iodine. Both fornis are always found together, although
the growth of one niay preponderate. The characteristie form of
the balc-sbiaped variety rendors it easy of dletection.

W\hat is thé diagnostic significance of sarcinae in the gastrie
contents I n general, stagnation of gastrie contents tonds to pro-


