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deration ; we have almost funds enough and
should soon make up the deficiency.

R. B. Dexison, Esq., seconded the resolu-
tion. He was happy to hear from the report
that we were coming nearer and nearer to
having our School-house. OQur debt being
paid, the next duty that would devolve upon
us would be the erection of such a building.
According as it is wotked with spirit, so wiil
be the meusure of our success, and the sconer
will we able to carry out our point. Let any
oune but see the number of children attending
this school, and they must agree with him in
saying, that we must have a school-house,
and have means for endowing it also. (Hear,
hear.) This mighteasily be eilected, it those
who were now making large profits by the
purchase of land in the western part of the
city, were to set apart a few feet even, for the
use of the school, and hand it over to the
Church Society. This, however trifling it
might seem would do much: though alot be
now worth but ‘a few pounds, it might. in
time prove very valuable. If this were done
we could have a fine school-house buiit—in-
deed he thought it was useless to have any
but a fine one, considering the nunber of the
children we had to put in it. (Hear, hear.)—
With these observations he would conclude,
stating the pleasure it gave him tosecond the
resolution, which was put and carned,

F. W. Barron, Esq., Principal of Upper
Canada College, proposed the next. resolu-
tion— -

He referred with pleasure to. the statements
contained in the report which had been adopt-
ed, by which, owing mainly to the exertions
of the churchwardeus, a large debt might be
said to be all but paid (Hear, hear). But the
maanner in which this was done was not un-
derstood. It was . desirous it should be, as it
might have the effect ot 'inducing similar
exertions in others. There were twelve indi-
viduals who took shares m a Building Society.
which_ had - been. accumulating, and by the
small paymeut of £6 7s. 6d. each, per.an-
num, as will. be seen, a sum sufficient to
satisly the principal sum due to the Bank in
full had been provided, such being the case
it would be a disgiace to this large congrega-~
tion, if they did not liberally respoud to the
call which- would be made upon them, to
provide the means of paying the interest upon
this sumn, while the shares were maturing
and which will be but a few years, at the end

of which time the principal of this debt will.
have been paid by the contributious of these"

few individuvals. It would indeed be a shame

if their contributions next Sunday did not.
make up this £75 for the years interest.—

Another reason why we should exert our-
selves is, that thereby this building would be
permanently secured for the Worship of God,
whilst if the debt were not liquidated, we
could not tell to what purpose the building
might be converted. .Forevery reason there-
fore, it was incumbant upon them to relieve

nally intended. (Hear, hear.)

Dr. BoverL seconded the resolution, and
drew attention to the fact that there was now
but the small sum of £300, 10 prevent.the.
conseciation of this bulding to. God, and if
ne Jooked around he could not think it possi-
ble that this trifle would long be an impedi-
ment.
calied on to act so as to produce fruits, but
works without fruits were dead (hear, hear).

He wounld press this upon them, for he saw.

the more they gave the . more they were in-
clined to give, and .if we go on.in the same
ratio increasing in our gifts from year to year,.
we should soon be free from debt,.and in a
osition to accomplish other objests, not the.
east of whish would- be the ensuring a daily
service in their Church. (Hear, hear.)

The Rev. the Provost of Trinity College
moved the next resolution— T
The Rev. Provost: spoke 1a so low a tone ot
voice,.and there was 50 much noise caused
by some officious persons poking at the outer
stoves while he spoke, that we regret to say

we lost his observations altogether,  We un- |

derstood him to advocate the giving of three-
fourths, not one-fourth to the Charch Society,
and the motives with which weshould give ;
and that when the condition of the country
was observed we could not dwell too much on
the importance of the ground being fully
occupied by the Church.

The Rev. W. S.DarrLiNG seconded the re-
solution, and gave some interesting details of
the difficulties of the settler, proving the ne-
cesity to them, of aid for missionary purposes.
When going to the woods for the purpose of
settling 1t ,was often difficult for them to take
with them sufficient provisions to meet their
wants for even a few months, when these
were expended they wese driven to go to the
clder settlers for employment, returning in
the spring to securetheir labour with the axe,
and thus working hard by day and watching
by night, it was generally the end of the se-
cond year befote the return from the crop
enabled them to meet their wants, and per-

This was an age foraction, we were:

haps purchase a cow when they are com-
paratively comfortable. To men situated thus
the labour of the missionary was peculiary
needed. What would be our condition if we
were, as many of these men are, 10, 15, or 20
years without hearing the word of God.. The
Church calls on us day by day—Sunday after
Sunday to attend her services, and it would
not be denied that our Jownward tendencies
were such that if not reminded of the value
of the services of our church, we were.apt to
forego them. He thought it was mcumbent
on those who were rich to assist those in
spiritual destitution, and concluded by se-
conding this resolution.

Hewsry RowseLr, Esq., moved and T. P.
RosarrTs, Esq., secondeg the next resolution,

The Rev. CHairmaN then said, he could

not allow the proceedings to close. without

saying how exceedingly gratified he was at
the large attendance on this occasion Though
generally well attended the numbers now

resent were three times more numerous, and

e teusted- this increase of interest in their
proceedings would progress from yearto year.
(Hear, hear). It wasalso a subject of congra-
tulation on the part of the congregation, that
their proceedings were shared in by their
Bishop. He beheved he might say that this
was the first Parochial Branch meeting his
Lordship had ever attended, though numer-
ous they were about him, and with the many
calls of duty both with the pen as.well as
otherwise, which the labours of his extensive
Diocese imposed -upon him, we should be
doubly thankful to him for his presence on
this occasion. (Hear, hear).

| injg!‘isl) Files.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.
Wednesday, February 16, 1853.
CLERGY RESERVES (CANADA) BILL.

Mr. Freoerick Peen: Sir, [ nise to-ask
for leave to introduce a bill which shall em-
power the legislature of Canada to exercise -a
control over the provisions at present regu-
lating the arrangement of the clergy reserves
in that province. As far back as the year
1791 the province of Canada was divided
into two parts ; and in the Act known as the
Constitutional Act, it was provided that
whenever the Crown disposed of its waste
lands, one-seventh in value of the lands

which were disposed of should be reserved.

for the beuefit of a Protestant clergy. Inthe
course of years a very great quantity of land
had been reserved... A-great portion of it had
been sold, and at the present tife the clergy
reserves consist in part of land and in part of
money, of investments in the tunds of this
country and of Canada, which have arisen

trom the_sale and disposition of lands which |

originally were reserved for this ‘purpose. —
The manner in which this fund is appropri-

the church from debt, and so lor ever set it | ated isthis. The revenue is applied to the

apart for the service for which it was origi-,

payment of stipends to ministers of different
religious denominations. Itis not the case
that these denominations participate in that
fund in proportion to their relative numbers,
or to the strength ot each, because it will be
found that,notwithstanding the change which

‘took place in the year 1840,.the Established

‘Churches of England and Scotland- derived
by..far .the. advantage from this fund. I
find that .in_the year 1851, the clergy of the
Chureh'of England in the two Provinces re-
ceived a sum of about-£12,000. The popula-
tion professing that religion amounted aitoge-
ther to just about a quarter of a million. The
‘Church-of Scotland received a sum of £6,500,
having.,a population of 61,000 souls. . The
other churches, which. received mopey from
this fund were the United Synod of Presby-
terians in Upper Canada, £464 ; the Roman
Catholic Church, £1;369 3 and the Weslevan
Methodists of . Upper .Canada, £639. : Now,
upon what authority is this distribution made?
I'find that the two houses did . succeed in

agreeing to a measure, and passed a bill,
‘which was carried by the Legislative Council

bf’ a narrow majority m the House of Assem-
bly

. That bill caine home to this country, and-

according to the constitutional provision, was
Jaid on the table of this and the othe:r house
of Parliament, forthirty days prior to her Ma-
jesty’s pleasure being signified with respect
toit. An objection was taken by the Bishop
of Exeter, that the Legislature of Upper Ca-
nada had exceeded its powers in dealing
with this question—that the Constitutional
Act of 1791 gave it no power at all, except
such as was prospective only. That question
was referred to the judges, and they report-
ed upon it in these words (as we understood
them) :—¢ We are all of opinion that the ef-
fect of the 41st section of the act of 17911
prospective, and that the powers thereby
vested .in the Legisiative Council and the
House of Assembly and their provisions can-
not extend to the waste lands already appro-

riated.”” Nothing, therefore remained butto
introduce a.bill into Parliament, embodying
the principler and details of the bill wi rich
had passed through the Honse of Assembly

they will be able to make their opinions shared’

“for the consideration of the colonial legislature
‘cern. “That-is the ground that we occupy in

“this bil

and Legislative Council of Canada, at the
invitation of the Goverument of this country.
That bill was accordingly brought in. Tn order
to conciliate opposition in the House of Lords
it underwent very considerable modification;
and as it was tinullg‘ passed 1t certainly dif-
fered very materially from that bili to which {
the Jegislature of Upper Canada had giveuits
assent, and made a provision very much more
tavourable to the Church of Eungland and Scot-
land than even that legislature had sanctioned. —
Since 1840, twelve years have now passed by.
Events have been crowded in that pesiod in a
new country which ight have occupied an nge
in any old one. 1 find that the population has
more -than doubled since the year 1840. You find
the religious denominations shilting about—now
this one getting ahead, now another falling into the
rear, just as emigration brought an accession to
this or that particular creed. Therefore nothing
could be more natural than that a desire should be
entertained. for a re-adjustinent of the arrange-
ment made so far back as the year 1840 [hear,
hear]. There is nothing unreasonable Ithink in
the people of Canada desiring thut some particu-
lar denomination should have a share of the fund
more in accordance with its numbers. Iinstance
the Presbyterians in connection with. the Chuich
of Scotland, who I believe have lost more than
one-half of their adherents siuce 1819, Soon ufter
that yeara schism took place in that Churéh and
‘extended, however unaccountably, to our North
American Colonies, and I find that the Free
Church of Scotland has now more followers - than
the body in connection with the national Church
of Scotland. It is very natural 0o, we think that
other bodies, the Wesleyans - for instance, with-
100.000 persons belonging to their communion,
should desive to. participateto. a. greater extent
than they now appear to do in the udvantages of-
this fund [hear, hear]. There has also been a
desire expressed for the secularisation ol these.
reserves; but it does not matter what is the. view:
entertained—be the force or form of public opin-
ion in that country what.it may—there are:not
any means of. giving - a: legal and constitutional:
expression to their sentimenis—there 15 8n-insu~
perable obstacle in the way. That obstacle is the
act of. 1840, and the object of this bill will be to
remove that bar [hear, hear]). Now Lam anxious,
sir, to explain precisely the object of this. bill.
Wedo notintend by it in uny way to- alter-.the
present condition of things. - We leave the differ-
ent denominations in that colony, notcertainly on
the satne footing as that on which .they have
hitherto stood, but. in . the. same relation which
they have hitherto borne to each other. All we'
propose to do is to vest in the legislature of Cana-.
da the pawer, if they think fit to_ exercise it,. of
altering that arrangement. I think it precipitate
to anticipate. that: these clergy reserves. will, in
consequence of this . concession, be of necessity.
alienated from religious purposes, and secularised,
by the Jegislature.of.Canada, . There are in that
colony people who think. as.I_do, that.in anew.
country, perhaps even more than inan old one, it
is of the greatest importance to have: a public
provision applicable to the payment ofstipends.to
ministers of religion. Itis only when you. have
provision of that kind that you. can secure that
presence of clergymen and. the ministrations of-
publlic worship in every community, however.
poor, however remote they may be from the seat
of government. . And, sir, we ought not to forget
that the clergy and.the- laity of the Church of
England, and .the other..denominations in  that
colony who are interested sn the maintenance of
this fund as applscable to religious purposes, con-.
stitute by no means an inconstderable minority in
that country. Thers is a very just remark made
by Lord Elgin, 1n one of his dispatches, where
he says that there is this “evil altendant on. the:
present arrangement, that * those in communion
with 'the churcbes peculiarly benefited by this-
fund, instead of trying to influence the public
mind of the colony are continually looking to
the opinion of the mother country, and contend
to take shelter under the shadow of an actof
Parliament, while, .if left. to themsclves, there
may be very good ground to anticipate.tha(

in by others.” Why, I see it stated that at
the last general election in the colony, in the
month, of December, 1851, they put forth thejr
strength, and succeeded in carrying no less than
nine elections, displacing from the legislature
some of those who took a most. prominent and
active part in advocating the secularisatiot of
these reserves; and, therefore, I am 'not ‘alto-
gether without hope that the' party which is at
present interested in the existmg appropriation
of this fund may possibly" be able to bend the
colonial *legislature into taking that - direction
which they consider that the well being' of the
country requires. Bat, be that as it may, I con-
tend that the subject is solely and exclusively one

address, but the Legislative Council os well,
passed addresses of thanks to her Majesty for the
communicution they had received from her min-
ister.  Later iu the snme year Lord Grey annocun-
ced to Lord EFlgin that, in consequence of the
extreme pressme of business in that session
(1351). he had found it impossible to introduce
the measure ; but he vudertook 1o bring it for-
ward early in the session of 1852, Lord Grey
was succeeded in the colonial department by the
right honournble gentleman whom I see oppesite
(Sir J. Packington). That lhyght honowmable
gentleman came 1o the concluston that he would
not advise the introduction of the measures which
Lord Grey hod undertakeu to bring in in the
course of that session. I now come to the resolu-
tions which were passed by the legislnture of
Caunda so late as the month of November, on
the receipt of the intelligence  sent by the right
honourable gentleman opposite. In December,
1851, there was & new Parliament, and the right
hon. gentleman stated among other reasons for
postponing the measure, that'sinee the addresses
were passed by the Canadinn legislature there
bad been” an appeal to the country, and he under-
stootl that there had been a change in the opinions
of the House of Assembly, and he would wait to
hear the result of a referenee being made to them.
Now, sir, there cuniiot now he any doubt as to
what the views of the present’ Assémbly are.
‘They huve passed a resolution in strony ters re-
monstrating -ngainst the decision ot the Coloninl
Minister;- and the material point to observe is,
taat this resolution was brought forward upon the
motion of 5. Hincks, the head of the Govern-
ment in that country. Therefore you have in the
year-1850 the House of Assembly, in 18531 the
Legisiative Council, and in 1852 the Administra-
tion of the country all concurring in pressing this
motion on-the adoption of Parlinment. 1 know
that the right honourable gentleman has said,
* that the divisions which enrriéd the resofutions
do not express fairly the opinion of the country,
because you' must bear in mind that this is vot u
Canadinn question—that” the ‘great bulk of this
property ‘is in Upper Canada, and that the divisi-
ons, which show a'majority of thirty, or forty on
the question, - include the Koman Cutholic' meni-
bers of Lower Canada ; and ‘it seems but fair, in
a:question which solely and exclusively concerns
the upper province that they should refrain from
taking pmt in those ' divisions.” - Now, I differ
here entirely from'the right hon. gentleman, . [
think that Roman Catholic mendbers had a just
claim to'take part in‘these divisions, because yon
must remember this material point, that there has
been no proposition for the secularisution of this
fund since the:year 1840, or if there has been it
has received very incohsiderable support—thrce
or four votes, ' Now, all that the Roman Catholic
meinbers' do in supporting these resolutions is to
say that:they think these funds ought to be left
10-be dealt with by the local Parlisment as it seems
fitpand that they wish to put the Protestant endow-
ment in Upper:Canada ‘on precisely the same fool-
ing as theic own endowmient in the fJower province.
Now tbat is all the Rofan'Catliolics seek to do ;
and.[; will show’the hotuise that the endowment of
the Roman Catholic clergy in Lower Canada may
‘be dealt with by the local legislatgre if it ‘thinks
:proper to do so: - By thé terms bf the cupitulation
of Quebec the Romun Catholic clergy were secu-
red-in-their ac¢ustonied fithes and dues from the
membess ol ‘their own cominunion. 1 beheve
that as a general rulethe terms ‘of the capitulation
remuin in-lorce in a‘ gencral peace, and that if
these:terms-areé to conlinue to be respected the
usual course is 10 embody them 'in some legisla-
tive-enactment. " Now 1 find that'an det was pas-
sed—the Quebec Act, as it is called—in: which
this provigion-wad imnde; ¢ For the more perfect
security and ease of the miinds of the inhabitants
-oi this'province, it is hereby declared .that his
Mdjesty’s subjacts professing the religion of the
Church of Romé ‘may 'have, hold, and enjoy the .
free exurcise of the religion of that . Chu_rc{u,sub- -
jectto the King’s supremacy ; and {bnt the cl_ergﬁ..: :

-of the said-Church may’have, hold, and enjoy a

their accustomed rights, tithes, and ducs now pay-
.able by such 'persoiis only as profess the religion
of the Church 'of Rome.”? i1 that was ., the only
act affecting the enllowmen(s of the Roman Cathe
olic Church; they would be placed in . percisely
the samre ‘position as the éndowments af the Pro-
testant Chiurch now stood, and there would be no
power: in the colonidl legislature to slter them ;
juttin the véry constitutionalact of 1791 thisvery
provision ‘was made whi¢h’ we now wish to adopt
for 'these Protestant endowments. .. The .35th
clanse after'the’declaration that I have referredto.
says; ¢ Be'it enacted that the .eaid declaration
shall remain‘and continue to be of full force and-
effect in eacli of the said 'two proviuces of Upper
Canada' and Lower Canada respectively,. except
in 8o far-as the suid déclaration, orany part there~
of, shall be expressly varied or repealed by. any
acts: which “may be passed by the Legislative

[cheers].- It is not an immperial; but a loca! con-

bringinf forward and advocating the adoption of
. (Hear hear): Now how -stands the’
question. ‘1 need not go to an earlier period than
the month of June, 1830, At that time the House
of Assembly passed several resolutions, and an
address to her Majesty, praying that the power
which we now propose to confer on them might
be granted. Lord Grey, in answer to that address
and those resolutions said, that he regretted that
the agitation had been revived on this question—
that he had hoped that the act of 1840 "had per-
manently disposed of it; butas it was the wish
of the Jegislature of Upper Canada to deal - with
this question, that he, regarding it entirely as one
of Jocal concern, was prepared to recommend the
introduction into the Imperial Parliament of the

Council and the House ot Assembly .of the said

provinces respectivély, or which may be assent-

ed to by her Majesty or any of her successors,.

urder the -restrictions hereinafter provided.”

Therefore you see that'the Roman Catholic endow-.
ment of tithes and dues, which those of the Romun

Catholic persuasiou are now bound to pay to the

clergy of that church, may at any time be abro-

gated by an act of the colonial legislature ; and

inasmuch as all that we propose nov; to do.is to

‘place the Protestant endowment in Upper Cana- -
da on precisely the same footing, I cannot see why

the Roman Catholic members of the local legis-

lature sheuld be objected 1o becaunse. they took

part in a decision upon this subject fhear, hear],

l{lporti) ::wse' grounds, then 1 beg leave to introduce :
this bill.- :

Sir John Packinaton, Mr Vernon 'Smith, Sir
Robert Iuglis, and Lord John Russell subsequent-

requisite measure. - When that dispatch was
received in Canada I find that both houses, not!
only the House of Assembly which had voted the

ly addressed the House and leave was given to
bring in the bill



