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WIINESS AND OATHOLIC CHRONIOLE

I WILL GO TO THE ALTAR O GOD. j

Inthe night-time 1 groaned on bed,
I feit, O my ¥ather, Thy rod; ny !
I felt Thy uty and truth;

In the morning I rose and aald,

“J wlll go 1o the altarof God—

To God, Who rejoiceth my yoath.”

I arose, and knelt under the sign

Uf Himm Who the wine-press had trod,
‘Where it shone like a ruby sooth ;

And my soul drank the holocaust wine,
As [ knelt at the altar orGod—
% OI God, Who rejoiceth my youth.”

Despair not, O sorrowlng friend !
Down, down on the stone or the sod ;
To our Father, ali meroy and trauth,
Cry aloud,* Irepent! 1 amend!®

I will go to the altar of God—

To God, Who rejoiceth my youth.*

T. D. McGEE,

IMPORTANT SUGGESTIONS.

THE CHURCH AND MODERN CON-
DITIONS.

s

Rituallam, Methodlsm and Salvatioulsny
Disounssed—The Upper. Middle
and Lower Classes.

That I am about to discuss a some-
what bumning question I arn perfectiy
well aware; alao that there may be
something invidious—or apparentiy so—
in the fact that a convert should under-
take to offer suggestions to those whose
happiness 1t has been to be Catholic all
their lives. Ican only say that the ex-
perience of my life as a Prtestant may,
perhaps, be of some use to me in the
present case ; poesibly, also to those to
whom this article may prove to be of in-
terest. Further, though 1 may not hope
to convince those who think differently .
on this subject, I trust that what I pway
write will present mathtors in & sromewhat
clearer light, or at least in a new one,
and so make the discussion to that ex-
tent, more direct, and the final conclu-
sion by so much the more easily
reached,

What then do we wnderstand by
“modern conditiona?” “Chey may be
detined as religious, social, political and
scientific. To those bettar able to deal
with them, I am well content to leave
the three last ; I wish to diaw particular
attention—chiefly from m'y own experi-
ence—to modern religiotis conditions,
and to the relation iv which the church
stands in regard to them. It is concern-
ing these conditions snd thase relations
that I am anxious, with all diffidence, to
offer some suggestions, to be taken for
what they are worth. T may, and pro-:
bably shall, expose maysdlf to a charge of
* Liberalism”; I can orly shelter my-
self behind the wmapy great names
against whom the same :repraach—if re-
proach it really he—has bcen so often
brought.

It is necessary, at she (utset, to define
clearly the terms empls yed-—* modern
religious conditions.” It 18 easy enough
to form & general idea coticering them;
but a more exact coneptioi1is required for
our present purpose. Th erefowe, of the
the many and various phases of the re-
ligious conditions of the }resent time, 1
wish to select the three ‘that are most
marked and prominent — Ritnalism,
Methodism and Salvationismn. The first
appeals chiefly to whist are known as the
“upper classes”; the sscond, under
various names and foxma, to the “middle
classes ”; the third to the “lower
orders”; the dwellers in the slums.
These distinctions -refer, principally, to
Englar. but are true of all _countries
with an Englisb-isperking Protestant
population ; they are, more or less, gen-
eral ; but, for our pxesent purpose, they
are sufficiently exact. .

With Ritualism we are all, Catholics
and converts, tolexably familiar. It is,
at the present time, the * active prin-
ciple” of Anglicanism ; it _has leavened
the church of England with & new and
vigorous * eccleaiasticism.”  Though
chiefly appealing to the educated upper
classes, it bas niet with & laige measure
of success among the very poor in t.l_le
large cities, especially in London. Itis,
of all forms of Protestantism, the most
formidable and dungerous opponent of
the True Church, since it satisfies, for
many men and women, that craving for
dogmatic, authoritative teaching, aad
for gorgeous ritual, which it is the mis-
sion of the Catholic Church, and of her
alone, to satisfy perfectly, fully, and by
right divine. It 18 the method used for
the advancement of the *‘ church”—us
-they understand it—by men keenly ulive

to uhe requirements of modern religious j

~gonditions, It is & method whicly has,

{in the

'

beyond any possibility of question, met
with a large measure of succesr, against
unbelief, indifference, *Protestantism™—
cruder sense,—victories which it
well deserves ; but alco—unfortunately—
againat the Catholic Church herzelf, how-
ever reluctant we may be to admit it.

. Wherein does this “method” of Ritual-
ism coneist? Firet, and primarily, in
moat intense, most earneat, most un-
wavering, self-denying zeal; in unques

‘} tioning conviction, Such zenl, and such

conviction, exemplified by corresponding
actions, nust ensure success, no matter
how screly misapplied, how grievously
misdirected. Therefoie, only by the
zeal and earnestness which now, and at
all times, have been the glory ot the
clergy and laity of the Catholic Church,
can the zeal and carnestness of the
Ritualist be counteracted and out-
weighed. But even as the Ritualist,
with & wise apirit of adaptability—
* Liberalism,” if we chouse to call it so—
studies to take advantage of every
method, ancient, modern,—it’ only gond.
that he “may by all means save sume™—
as he conceives sulvation—so must, if |
may be allowed to say su—the clergy
and laity of the Catholic Church, adapt
thewaelves, as far as possible, to modern
conditions.  Poseession of the true
fuith for ourselves is not enough;
the Ritualist is, sbove atl, close,—
misgionary to hizx  fellow church-
men, to “ Dissenters,” even to * Ruman.
ists*; the possession of *Catholic
truth »—as he knows it—impels him to
make it known tu his tfriends aud neigh-
bors. That is to say, that he sets up to
his tirm beliel in his saving necessity of
“Catholic doctrine and practice.” No
matter how hopeless the task may seem,
no matter how bitter the opposition,
even to deprivation rud imprisonment,
the Ritualist never shrinks from his
lahar of preaching to others * Catholic
truth.” Is there not, in all this, a lesson
which might be studied, possibly follow-
ed, by those who know the truth 7 Not a
muimed, imperfect, partial truth, but
truth itself?

What are the special methods employ-
ed by the Ritualist in this mission, not
to the heathen, but to bis * fellow
Christians " of all denominations, & mis-
sion carried on ‘‘ opportune importune,”
among those wuu' are willing to
receive him, and among those who op-
pose him streniuously? A mission
which exposes him to suspicion, to oble-
quy, to petty persecution, to physical
violence, but which he pursues, year in
and year out with a zeal and an earnest
devotion which bring him very near to
the Maeter whom he serves to the best of
his ability.to the utmost of the light
that ig given bim. He reulizes fully the
'vital importance of his mission, weighs
accusately the ditliculties that it entails ;
is eager to adopt the best methads in or-
der to further its advancement. With
such a mission, such motives, and such
willingness to employ the most suitable
means possible, what are the methods
which he deliberately chooses, in pre-
ference to all otbers ?

Clear, definite, dogmatic, authoritative
teaching ; & sacramental system, pen-
ance, the authority of *the Church.”
All this in an age, and in a country
which is absolutely hostile to *sacer-
dotalism,” to “extremes” of any kind.
All this, in a communion which, like the
eople to whose spiritual wants it min-
isters, discourages * extreme teaching,”
and approves, before alt things, of * sale
moderation.” More than this; he
typities his teaching with a correspond-
ing ritual, in spite of episcopal opposi-
tion, of imprisonment, of persecution.
He not only believes himself to a
“ priest ” ; proclaims himself a ** priest ”
in spite all hostility, &  Catholic priest ”
in a Protestant country, his preaching,
and by his wvestments. A “Catholic
priest ” in a “ Catholic Church” stand-
ing a8 & true and faultless “middle
point ” between “ Dissent” and “ Rome.”
Nor is he content with teaching and
ritual insidethechurch,~—the communion
and the building. He carries both, his
st Catholic trusn ” and hiy ritual, in
solemu procession through the streets
and lanes of city and country. *John
Bull” heates * Popery” but he loves a
“ghow ;” the one repels, the other at-
tracts him ; he listens to the preaching
for the sake of watching the proceasion.
Through the slums of the *East End” of
London, with banners,crosaes, choristers,
incense, the ritualist marches, undaunt-
ed by jeers, by stones, by mob-violence.
“They have their reward.” The average
Briton respects any man who has the
courage of his opinions, however * un-

fashionable” they may be, to-day,—with

rare exceptions—any religious proces-
sion, Cuutholic or Protestant, can pass un-
molested, throngh any English ocity,
under due regulations. His the Ritual
ist who haaled the way, will the Catholic
be slow to follow ?

Is it necessary to define more olearly
the methods by which all this has been
accomplisned ? What means have en-
abled the Ritualists to overcome the
“respectable” moderation of a state
Church, to make converts from the vari-
ous *“schools” of Protestantism, to change
popular opposition to ritual, *'aac-
erdotalism.” and processions into popu-
lar toleration, if not approval ? Catholic
doctrines, Catholic ritual, Cathohie pro-
cessions ; zeal and earnestness worthy
of u true priesthood aud the cause of
truth itself ; willingness toacapt himselt
and his methods to the various require-
ments of modern religious conditions.
If Protestant heretics have accamplished
50 much by means of methods stolen from
the Catholic Church, who shall say what
might be accomplished by Catholics,
using the methods that belong to them ?

How do the “ Methodista”—to use a
genveric name—rench the *“ middle class-
€3,” highly reapectable, intensely bigot-
ed.narrow,and suspicious of all “clerical”
influence ? Again, by a willingness to
adapt their methodsto the requirements
of the conditions ; by earnest zeal, by
peraeverance under difficulty, by close,
persunal intercourse,—social ns well as
religioun—between ministers and people.
More than this : a Methodist, miniater or
{ayman, will stand at a street-coraer,
with true and noble moral eourage, with
intense, burning eonviction, with heroic
self-torgetfulness, nnd preach to n chance
audience, in spite of indifference, of
opposition, of physical violence. A “Me-
thodist” minister wili go and live for
yvearsin a village or district, where
before there ad  been but  a
handtul of his wsect, or even
none at all ; and by patient, unremittiog
labur, in poverty and social infertority,
in almost hopeless conditions, will build
up s “church,” or rather “chapel.” Who
tirst taught him his system of “ clagses ”
which are “guilds” and “ sodalities ”
under another name ? Who first set him
the example of zenl, earnestness, and
courage; who first preached in city,
streets and country lanes? Who first
went out into villages to build up con-
gregations out of appnrently hopeless
materiala? Was it not the preaching
Friar, the Jesuit, the Passionist? Are
not all these methods originally Catholic?
If & Methodist can use them with suc-
cess, among toil-worn villagers, money-
coining shopkeepers, among slum-dwel-
lers,—who shall measure their success
when employed by those by whom they
were firat devised ?

The “Salvation Army” which appeals,
chielly, to the very luwest, and least re-
ilgious of the “maeses” in large cities, is,
as has been proved hy those competent
to decide, & cloge and deliberate imita-
tion of the methods of the Preaching
Orders of the Middle Ages. That the
“Army,” with its autocratic, personal
head, its organized methods, its zealous,
earnest, nbedicn! workera has met with &
Iarge measure of success, cannut be de-
nied. It is the latest, and most modern
of all modern methods of dealing with
moiern religious conditions. It has ful-

N g W) TO BRACE UP the
\ .'.‘.', gystem after “‘La Grippe,”
s 1 pneumonia, fevers, and
2o other prostrating acute dis-
7 o eases; to build up needed
flesh and strength, and to
%% restore health and vigor
when you fesl “run-down"”
and used-u}) the best thing
in the world is Dr. Pierce's
Golden Medical Discovery.
It promotes all the y
functions, rouses every or
gan into healthful action,

cleanses, repairs, and invig-
orates the entire system.

] For the most stubborn
Scrofulous, Skin or_ Scalp Diseases, Dyxpeg
da, Biliousness, and kindred ailments, the
“ ﬁiscovexg” {a the onl{ remedy that's
-guaranteed. If it doesn’t beneflt or cure,
you bave your money hack,

Can you thinlk of anything more convine-
ing than the %'omise that 1s made by the
roprietors of Dr. Bage's Catarrh Remedy!
t is this: *If we can't cure your Catarrh,
we'll pay you $500 in cash.”

Heglstered. A delight

3
fully refreshing prepars
castur fl"ld ation for the im‘lr. It
s.ghould be used daily.
Keeps the scalp healthy, prevents dandruif,
romotes the growth ; a perfect hair dressing
or tne family. 25 cis. per bottle. HEXRY R
(31::;:. Chemiat, 122 8t, Lawrenoe straet,Mo»
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filled, and is fulfilling, the task for which
it was skilfully designed ; it has reached,
a8 no other Prolesiant instrumentality
could reach, the very lowest of the popu-
lation, the “white heathens” of “Darkest
England.”

it is modern, and yet as old as the
early Middle Ages, intensely Protestant,
yet carefully modelled on Catholic ex-
amples; that js to say, the ‘Salvation
Army” are doing to-day, for Protestant-
ism, by Catholic methnds, what the
Preaching Orders, w/o devised those me-
thods, did for the Church, and are still
doing, especially in foreign mixsivna,
But, if among the heathen in our midst,
the “3alvotion Army’ can accomplish so
great a work, who can venture to zet
limits to the success of those to whom
those methods are dne, when employed
in the same wcrk, and among the same
people? It is not,—so it seems to me,—
necesaary Lo 88y very much as to the re-
lation in whichh the Curch stands as
regards those modern conditians of the
religious life of men and women, and ay
regurds the Protestunt methodds of denl-
ing with those conditionz. God Jurbid
that I should even io seem 10 say any-
thing that might be understond as eriii-
cizing the methods of the Cathalic
Chujch with reference to thiese matters,
Moreover, [ auw not sutlicieatly famihar
with them hy experince to runke me ty
say anything, even were I inclined o do
0.

But of Proteatant methuds, Ritualistice,
Methodist, Salvatiomst, | my nury
claim something, seeing that most ot iy
life has been passed among them. |1
know that the methods they employ are
—each in its own way—Catholic. that
this very Inct ensures to them i measinre
of Buccess, agninst unbeliet, sl ageiest
the Catholic Church, whica nibeld
and *conservative Catholic=™ lind
difticult to realize, even 2t ey are nop
unwilling to aduut.

That 18 to say, that by Calindic d e
trines and C'atholic ritnal the Hivunses
have kept wnd are keeping tnousond s of
souls,—10 whom sucn wosires audsseh
ritunl sre w spiritusl necrssity, —trom
entering the Catholic Cnurch, Ly
Cutholic processions, nsed for e aul-
vancement of heresy, they huve fun-
iliarized Protestants with tue boauty of
Cathotic curtomys; have drawn, and are
drawing thousands into the fold ot their
lalse * Catholicism.” If they have met
with auceess winat shalt hinder the suc-
cens of Cathulics when using the methnds
that are theirs of right, and theirs only ?

So with the meihuds employed by
Salvationists sad by Methodists, The
Methodist in Eogland draws away from
nominal ecommunion with the State
Chureh, the wavering nnd the indifl'erent,
the sume Methodist in catholic Connda,
draws away from nominal commumon
with the ‘Irue Church, the disubedient
the careless and the lax Catholies. The
methods they employ are Catholic, mis-
directed and missupplied ; 18 there nny
reason why those to whom thouse methods
uwe their origi, their udaptability,.their
real perfection should not direct and
apply them to the good of the Church ?
Is our zeal less thar that of the Methud-
ists ?

The “ Salvationists ” are the Francis-
cans and Dominicans of modern rotes-
tant religivus conditions. 'I'beir success
is chiefly due to causes similar to those
which ensured it to those Preaching
Orders whose methods they imitate so
closely ; zeal, organization, obedience,
atter disregard ol the opinions of * re-
spectable modersation,” a determnation
to do all, and bear all, for the sake of
Him whom they serve. If Riwualist,
Methodist, Salvationist can do so much,
shall not the Church whose methods
they have stolen do infinitely more with
her own methods?

Francis W. GRey.

FROM THE FAR NORTI.

In northern climates People are very subjeot
to colds, but the natural remedy 15 also pro-
daoced in the samv climate, Dr. Wood's Nor-
way Plpe 8yrup cures coughs, cnlds, bourse-
ness, asthma, bronchitis and all throat and
lung troubles. Price 23¢c. and §Ue. e .
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A waiter wastold by & countryman to
“bring something of what he had.” The
waiter brought him a regular dinner
upon small dishes, ag is the usual form,
and set them around his plate. The
countryman surveyed them carefully a
moment, and then broke out, * Well, 1
like your samples, now bring on your

dinner.”
et m——
Hood’s Barsaparllla posliively oures even
when all others fail. It has a record of sucs=
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oosaes nnegualied by any other medtoine,
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