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i correct lady among her contemporaries. And all thxs hna happen-
Ced merely because she had the bad fortune to marrya philosopber,
1who would not allow her even the luxury of contradiction. With
- any other man less wise than to neglect wor]dly comforts, and de-
o . 8pise the adventitious charms of wealth, more : ‘human too than to
‘.preserve o constant mastery over his temper, she might, and would
probably, have enjoyed a tolerable share of happiness. At any
rate she would, as far as we can conjecture, have escaped the un-
merited notoriety to which she has been condemued by prejudiced
biographers and an undiscerning posterity.

THE BLIND SCHOOL AT PHILADELPHIA.

* ¢ * There was no public exhibition, but a private visit, with an
order from u superintendent, furnished us with a much more fa-
vourable view. When I think of those sightless orbs, [ can hard-
ly think that my name, which I now scc so neatly printed, toge-
ther with the watch-guard round my neck, in which I can detect
no false stitch, is their work, After we entered, the teacher asked
'if I'would like to hnve my name printed ; on my answering in the
nfhrmauve, he called Mary Ann! A very pleasing looking girl of
. ﬁﬂeen groped her way easily to the table, where he box of blocks
- 'wag plnch +the letters are- pricked, not coloured. = While Mary
~ Ann was formmg my name, she held a kind of converse with the
‘ I)locks, now jesting, now scolding if the right letter did not meet

~her. touch but all in a low, pleasant tone. The name was com-
pleted without mistake in o few minutes. A Little boy spelt at my
‘request, and Mary Ann was next called to read a chapter from one
of the Gospels in raised letters. She reads rapidly, but no orato-
rical tone has ever fullen with such power on my ears as the words
of Jeaus from the lips of that blind girl. The teacher then gave
out arithmetical questions of great difliculty, which he himself|
worked on the black-board. Nothing "could be more earuest or
ambitious than the air with which they went 10 work to calenlate,
or the look of triumph assumed by those who were the qnickest
or the most successful.

At this period their, music-master came. There was great ea-

. gerness and inferest in’ their' manner, and many a sly joke was
_ wlnspm'ed They began with a German- chorus, edch part nobly
i sustamed the glr]s remammgm one room and 1he bO)Slll the other.
' 1 lmd boen carried. 'xlong by :the vunety uml mterest of the scene
‘up to tlus pomt ‘not n llttle mded by the vwac'ty, ewen drollery,

]gyaxso and‘thgnksglvmg, my teurs cou]d not he mstmmed fortn—
. and ' one “of Mury Ann’s “slily wh.spered
~jokes: restored me to sclf‘-posseqcuon. Af'ter the German. fo]]owod
several Envlmh airs, whicli were succeeded bv instrumental music,
oomlunmw violins, Llarlouets, flutes, horns, b.tssoon, bass—uol,
forming in all a grand .concert. \ |

“The music being over, the girls separated, and we \mtrd the
sewing apartment, where they began to colleet, going unaided to
their vnrious‘occup:uions, naking rugs, straw  bhaskets, watch-
gunr_ds, bead-bags, etc. cle.  As we descended to another room,
we found Mary Ann at an elegant harp, which has lately been
presented to the Institution by a Philadelphian. - She was very
shy, but consented to give ns her first tnne ; another young lady
played on the piano-forto.—AMrs. Gillman. ’
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i RAT, IN E,\s'n,nw Prnu.\.——\s, in .1H probubx ity, the
above city will shortly hecome the scene of stirring  events, we
i doem no npolo y necessiry for presenting its history to our rea-
" ders.

.Hcrat forms a distinet gav cmmcnt and is in little su\geclmn to
the gcneml sway. of the country, known by the appellation of Aff-
«humstnn, or Lastern Persin. It is one of the most renowned
citics in the east, being the ancient Aria, or Artacoana, and capital
of Ariana. It was formerly called Heri, and gave its name to an
cxtensive provinee in the time of Alexander. Tt was long the capi-
1al of Tamerlune’s cmpire. It has a spacious and magnificent
mosque, and is surrounded by & broad ditch. It is situated &
spacious plain, surrounded on all sides by lofty mountains. This
plain, which is thirty miles in length, and about fifteen in breadth,
owes its fertility to the Herirood, which runs through the centre
of it, being highly cu]tnated and covered with villages and gar-
dens,

"The city embrace . an area of fOur square miles, “and is encir-
‘cled with a lofty wall and wet ditch. The citwlel is in the nothern
fuce, and is a small square castle, elevated on a monnd, flanked
with towers at the angles, and built of burnt brick. Y'he city has

. A gmte in each fuce, and two in that which fronts the north;
and from each gate a spacious and well-supplied bazaar leads up
towards the centre of the town. The principal - street, from the
south gate to the cattle-market opposite the citadel, is covered with
a vaulted roof. Herat is admirably supplied ‘with water, nimost
every house havinga fountain, independent of the pub]xc ones on
cither side of the bazaars. The residence of the prince is, in ap-
pearance, a very mean building ; o common gateway isall that is

seen of it 5 w ithin which is a wretched house, and i in its- frontan

or chief mosque, was. once a. nob]e edlﬁce, enclosm« an. area oi'
800 square yards ; but, having been much- neglected, is now fu]l-
ing into decay. This fortunately, however, cannot be saxd of: the
other buildings of Herat'; and no city perhaps, ‘in the east, has s0
little ground unocqupled_. It is.computed to contain 100,000 11_1hab1-
tants, of whom 10,000 are Patans ; the remainder are Afghans,a
few Jews and 600 Hindoos. The latter are here highly respected,
and alone possess capital or credit. The Governmentis not insen-
sible of their value, - and, in consequence of their. great com-
mercial concerns, the Hindoos enjoy a distinguished influence.
Herat, from extensive trade, has obtained the appellation of bun-
dar, or port. 1t is the emporium of the commeree ca¥ried on be-
tween Cabul, Cashmere, Bockbara, [Jindostan, and Persia. From
the former they receive shawls, indige, sugar, chintz, muslin,
leuther, and Tartary skins, which they export to Meshed, Yezd,
Kerman, Ispahan, and Tehraun, receiving in return chiefly dollars,.
tea, chinaware, broad-cloth, copper, pepper, and sugar-candy ;
dates and shawls from Kerman, and carpets from Ghen. The
staple commodities of Herat are silk, saffron, and assafeetida;]
which are exported to Hindostan. The gardens are full of mul-
berry-trees, cultivated solely for the sake of the silkworm ; and
the plains and hills near the city, particularly those to the west-
ward, produce assafeetida. The Hindoos and Billouches are fond
of this plant, which they cat by roasting the stem in the ashes; and
stewing the heads of it like other greens. The winters at IIerat
are, at times, extremely severe, and the cold often proves most
hurtful to the crops ; but nothing can exceed the fertility of the
pluin, the produce of which is imnense, as well in wheat and
barley, as in every kind of fruit known in Persia; The pistachio
tree grows wild in the hills, and the pine is common in the plains.
Cattle are small, and far from plentiful ; but the broad-tailed
sheep are abundant, aud fuel, though brought from a distance, not
dear. 'The revenue of the city is estimated at four Jacs and a half
of rupecs ; and raised by a tax levied on the the caravanseras,
shops, gardens, and a duty on exports and Imports. The govern-
ment is in the hunds of Prince Hadjy Firoose, son of thelate Ahmed
Shuh, King of Cabal, who pays a tribute to his Persian Majes-
ty, of 50,060 rupees .l-) ear. Herat is in latitude 34 12 N., longi-
wde 63 14 £ ’ ‘ S
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.md mselted in its’ co]umm Supt
be:s 5 Edznbzugh Jaurnalr o 1o ‘
S;r,—l have - just. seen zin 'u'txcle m" your paper of the 4th
mqtnnt, in which- you! ‘use somc discourteous language retpectmv
lhe proprietors- of Chfnnbers ] Erlmburgh Journal Your grounds

12, on the subject of Chamf

Tnn DI‘LU GE.—Our attcnuon has been dn‘ecled to the follow—
: mcr letter wntten by Rohelt Ch.xmber;,to the detor of . The Tlmes, TN

164 All further mterference, ei g"useless,the ceremuny proceed—
ed. Accompanned by the; olﬁclaunv Brahmin, ther mdqw_ walked

eﬁicacxous in preventmw dlsease, and in expiating. comcmned siny .

She then removed her _)ewels, und presented them-to _her. rela-

tions, saying a few. words to each, wnh a calm soft cmile of -en-

couragement and hope: The Brahmins - then presented her wnh

a lighted terch,. bearing which, S
tFresias a. flower _mst blown;.

. And warm withdife her-yosthful puzaes p!u)mg, .
she stepped through the futal door,.and sat -within the pile.  Tha
body of her husband,. wrapped in rich kinkaub, was then carried -
seven times round the pile, and finally laid across her knees.
Thorns and grass were piled over the door ;. and again it was in-
sisted that free space should be left, as it was hoped the poor vic-
tim might yetrelent, and rush f{rom her fiery prison to- the pro—-
tection so freely offered. The command was rendnly obeyed ;
strength of a child would have sufficed ‘to barst. lhe l'rall bnrner
which confined her, and a breatliless pause’ aucceeded “bit. the
woman’s constancy was fuithful to the last.; .not @ s:gh broke the,
death-like silence of. the. crowd, untll 2 slight smoke curlmu from”

brwht and llnhmmg-lnke mpldlty into" the clear blue’ sky, ‘told _
lhnt the:sacrifice was. completed. Fennessly had" lhls couracreoui T

ment when her spirit fled. . At sight of 'the flame. a” “fiendish- shout :
of exultation rent the air ; the tom-toms sounded, the peopla clnp- "
ped their hands with  delight, as 'the evidence of ‘théir murderous -
wotk buorst on their vie\»?_; whilst. the English spectators of this
sad scene withdrew, bearing deep compassion in their hearts, to .
philosophise, as best they might, on a custum so {raaght ‘v}vilh hor-
ror, so incompatible with reason, and.so revomng to” human sym-
pathy. Lo c S
«t The pile continued to burn for three hours ; bat, from-its
form, it is supposed that almost immediate suﬂocauon must hive
terminated the sufferings of - the- unhappy vietin, -

wluchhlsma mere fraine’

faliva’ prmcés, the most 7ea|ous umonvst'lhem Jdopt thwme:mm

foru.~.mg this langnage appear chiefly to rest on a puragraph
extracted from the Journal of July 7, in which the flood]!
which luid down the diluvium is spoken of as one long antecedent
to the human creation. This paragraph you state tobe a cool decla-};
rition that the Bible history is fulse.

I had thought, Sir, that every well-educated or well-informed
person was aware that the flood or floeds which deposited the di-
luvium were now generally regarded by geologists as quite apart
from the deluge of scriptural history. I I could have supposed that
any public writer, of a rank much below that of the leading jour-
nal of Europe, was likely to remain ignorant of this fact, I might
perhaps, in wnun«r the article, have taken some pains . to make the
case clear to him. - Bat, unfortun.1le]y I look it for granted that
from the whole tenour of the article, none above even a humbler
mtellectual rank than those chiefly addressed in Chamber’s L‘dzn-
bnrgh Journul could have failed to perceive (1fnot already inform-
ed on the subject) that it could not be the Noachian deluge, or
any thing of the kind, which wrought effects so tremendous. May
[ be allowed to hope that your generosity will not permit my brother
and mie to remain under an opprobrium which has only been in-
carred through a too high idea of the information and good sense
of the class which acknowledges you asits head? Ifany other
inducement can be wanted to prevail upon you to do my brothier
and me this justice, orat least all the poor justice which the retrac-
tion of a wantonly affixed culumny ever gives, I can safely as-
sure you that for the future, in all my writings for the Journal and
other works, 1 shall estimate the scientific knowledge and intellec-
tual acmnen of the newspaper press, and of The Times in particu-
lar, at a very different rate, so that there is not the least chance
of the recurrence of any such stumbling-block for babes in our
humble and unworthy pages.

Il

I have the honour to rest Sir,
Your very obedient servant,

RoBErRT CHAMBERS. |
19, I¥aterloo Place, Edinburghk, Sept. 7. "

-

Bur~ing oFr Wivows.—We leara {ron Mrs. Postéhs' that the
abomination of the sultee, though forbidden in the Brmsh temto-
ries, still frequently occurs where the native powers are more

influential. She gives the circumstances - connecled with’ one
which lately took place in Cutch. The wxdow’wns of hl"h caste,
nch yonn and bandsome ; but ‘bura: herself she wonld, m

s opcn squaro wuh the gallows.in its; contro. The Mesahc:drlama,

spne of lha ehtrealies ol' the Rao wnd. the Brmsh res:dent-

cof gratifying their wishes.

ok

I remember, “while at Man daue. onca
thaving seen three women nrnve, after ‘seventeen da}s vovage, ’
{rom Bombay, for the purpose of performing sutlee and under
pecuhar circumstances they are permilled to do so, without the
!presence of the hashiand’s body : according. to the Pumms, “if
the husband die on a journey, or inu distant country, lh(. widow,’
holdlnw his sandu!s to her breast, way pass inw the Bames.” Ona
of these women had come to perform suitee for lier son, whnm she
stated to have been her hushand in a former birth. This woman, -
who was advanced in years,went by in an open cart, trismphantly
bearmu a branch ofthe sacred tulst, and surrounded by nlmost the’
whole pnpul.men of Mamdavxe._ I was not present at the ceremo-’
ny, which took- place at a distance of ten miles ; but was. .rfl.er—
wards nssured that the three widows became ¢ ¢ sadhwee’ ‘_\\’nh uu-
shaken fortitude.”’— From JMrs. Costan’s new work On Wei-
tern India. ‘ o e A

Cuvicr Axp GEoLocy.—While our geologists were thus,
working in chains forged by a presumptuous theology, the unfetter-
ed genivs of Cuvier was ranging over those primeval ages, when,
the primary rocks rose in insulated grandeur from the deep, and
when the elements of life had not yet received their divine com-.
mission. From the age of solitude he passed to the busy age of
life, when plants first decked the plains ; when the majestic pino,
threw its picturesque shadows over the earth, and the tragic sounds
of carhivorous life rung among her forests. But these plains were.
again to be desolated, .md these sounds again to be hushed. Tho-
glories of organic life dlsappeared and new forms of animal and

vegetable being welcomed the dawn of a better. circle: Thus did -
the great mag:cnn of the charnel-house survey from his pyramnd
oﬂbones the successive ages of life and death—thus did he conjuro
up “the spoils of pre-e\xstma' wor]ds—lhe noblest offering -which-
teason ever laid vpon the altar of i its. Soverexgn. ’I‘hese grand views, -
‘however, did not meet ‘with a ready reception in Englnnd They
encountered the same prejudices by which the Huttopian theory,-

|| had been assailed ; and even the piety of their uuthor, and his un-

questioned devotion to the Chnstlan faith, did not protect him,
from the malevolence of slander It wnuld lead us too farto trace
the processes by which these, great truths took root in our ungemal
soil ;' but the reader may safely infer that their’ progress was slow,
when we state the fact, that so late as 1823, ‘when Dr. Buckland

pubhshed his’ mterestmo' volume, entitled: Rehquue Dlhmamn, he o

‘had oot thrown oﬁ' the mcubus whlch had pressed 80 fatally npon

seven &lmes round the.. pyre, repeaunv the usual mantras, . :)r
prayers,’. alrewmv rice. and curries on the around and aprmkhng A
[water from her hand over the byslanders, who belleve this 10; be

the sammit of the pyre; and. then a. tongue of flame, daruug wi zh i

woman fired the pile, and not a groan had betra’ed to" us'the mo- ..

“In pro:hmnm
this effect, the arrangement of: tlie- pyre 1 have descrlbed i, far
!more menclful than lhdt commonly used




