-flictions would put it out of my power to fulfil thel

" propesed tour in Mesopotamia.
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n R. us this important service, I was olliged to walkiBof these mountain torrents my horse was carried
THE T RAVELLE ~__ Mseveral miles, trecing the narrow path in the deep8away, but linally succeeded in reaching the shore,

- : . gsnow with my feét, I could only determine when@wlhicn [ had to ride several miles with my bonts
THE NESTORIANS,on THE LOST TRIBES.RI was out of ‘the old beaten path, which lay he-Jfull of waler as cold as the melling snow. On
BY ASAMEL GRANT, M.D,

1 accordingly proceeded with as much expedi-
tion as possible to Constantinaple. An unusual
quantity of snow had fallen late in the season,|
and my journey proved one of extreme difficulty,
and of no little peril. For more than two hundred
miles I found the snow from two to three or fows
feot in depth, although it was the middle of April
when 1 crossed this elevated portion of Armenia.]
On the great plain at the font of Mount Ararat well§
encountered one of the most severe storms of snowj 4
1 bad ever experienced, and came near perishingjiino horse across since the heavy storm a week be-
in the mountains beyond, where the storm met usflifore, and the old path conld only be found in ma-§ :
-with increased fury.  Formore than twenty miles@ny places by striking a heavy cudgel deep in theBonly heard ourselves cursed in the streets as infis
of thig dreary toad there was not a single humanfgsnow ; and our guide seldom mistook the roadfldel dozs, but, as it is said, there wasa determinag-
habitation. Our guide, about midway, became soffwhen be found his. long staff stiike on a hardjgtion expressed to kill ali the Europeans in the
much blinded by the snow that he could not: kccp foundation without sinkingits length in the snow.Hptace. ~ What this threat n}lght.hn_ve. resulted jn,
the road, and 1 was obliged to take his place, ancl] The next day we found ourselves in the valleyfghad we remained .in the city, it is impoasibla (o
trust to the recollection of my former joumney fourfiof the Aras, wﬁore d@ warm sun, and heavy con-Msay 3 but I now fearn thal some Mussulmans came
years befure, and the occasional traces of the pathBtinned vrins had swelled every rill to a fearfalffto onr house after we left it, with cvil intentions
which was here and there swept bare by the driv-itorrent ; and we had as imminent danger in cros-fgconcerning vs. :
ingwind. Aswe begun to descend the mountains§y ‘
on the opposite side, where the wind had not doneld

fneath the new-fallen snow, by the depth to whichfreaching the west branch of the Fuphrates, [
o @1 sunk in the fosty element, Our horses also be-Bifonnd-the brige had fallen in the night, and we
Crar. IL Rstepped out of the road, pwaded about in the cold water up Lo their waist
" ! | While crossing the plain near tlie head-watersig for nearly an hour. At fisst they pronounced the
Jonrnry o Conslnntmoplc:--smrm m‘t\\e Mountams.
— Journey 1o Mesopotamia, Diucbekir, ard Mardinglyy o0 /0% (fored so much in their memorable re-Jting us actoss where the water came quite up on
. . . .. l'reat, my Nestorian aitendunt, and a piigrim whoffour saddles,  Several other bridges were carried
A mnotixn of the Nestorian patriarch, who visit- ok 2
¢d us at Oroomiah, and a Keordish chief whom IRtnued intense glare of the snow. This and a se-firoute, and crossed the stream in ils separate
! vere storm detuined us two days at Moolah-Sao-[Rbranches near ils source,
the opinior. that my professional character w'ould .
procure me a gafe passport to any part of the Koor-B.d in a stahle, with forty or fifty head of hornedfHomes could notthen be spared from that station,
’ \ Jeattie, horses, donkeys, and fowls, while the shecplland, with the concurrence of the brethren, I ro-
my frequent intercourse \yllh the Koords, 1 badg
reason to believe that I might safely pass throughB(, these and other particulars [ found a strikinzfing understood that I should remain in or near
. coincidence with the expericnce of the*brave TenDiarhékir until Mr. 1omes should join me. 1 a0-
the {ndependent Nestorians.
"My own impressions were, that I should he ahlefipecple were essentially the same as these describedBFrom Trebizonde, 1 vode in Jess than three days
fto Lirzetonm, a diztance by the winter route of at
from the Persian frontier, and 1 advised this planELhe houses were built mostly under ground, anilf
But this was not assented to; and, in pursnanceg@the villages at a distance resembled a collection olffOn my route to Diarhékir, where I arrived on the
B30th of May, I found great dificulty in crossing
of Mesopotamia, I set out fiom Oorcomiah an thef§  (yr pext stage was over the mountain-pass off# ! ‘ X 4
first of April, 1839, for Erzeroom, where [ had BDahar, the most diflicult between Constantinoplefgltantity of saow which remained upon theirsum-
wroposed to meet my expected associate, the Rev.Bund Pepsia. ‘The recollection of what Messrs. B ° '
7. Homes, of Constantinople, who was to befismiih and Dwight experienced in their passage} had formed bridges of snow and ice over some of
On my arrival at Salmas, 1 received a lotte libree natives had perished -in the snow not lonnfg narrow ravines,  The bridge over the Euphrates
before, prepared me to expect a tailsome and dif-fat Paloo had been carried away, and [ crossed the
stantinople had decided against his entering vpon 1 ed s el
the tour, under the apprehension that my late af-MWimprovement for many days to come ; and, more-§ lioned by Xenophon i his retreal of the Ten
over, a slorm of rain hiad set in on the plain, whichflg I housan-l.
station. I Jooked upon this as another among thefwould sink to his middle at every step. As weffmiod in that slate of suspense and expectatian
many indications o Providence which had comeRhegan to ascend the mountain, we found the rainfwhich could be cblﬁ’purcd 10 nathing but the calm
wmountains fiom the Persian frontier. 1 wrote tofwind, which soon increased to a gale. Wheyfsoon it came, with terror and devastation in its
our mjission for advice, repeating my convictionfllabout two-thirds of the way up the mountain, theflcourse. The signal defeat, and almost entite dig~
urged upon them, of entering the mountains heforelthe road, led us into such deep snows, that onsfannounced in that city by hundreds of soldiers
yraceeding to Mesopotamia, The political state
Bevident that we had wandcred fiom the path.Bped of their apparel, and all that they had, by the
sideration in favour of this course. My leiter wasllArter much difficulty, we succeeded in finding it jfgKoords, who had taken possession of the roads.
also accompanied by the assurance of he Gover-§ i
Biruitless search, declaied it impossible to proceed.fcommenced, and robberies 2nd murders were the
cure the success of the enterprise, and that he didRTo turn back was nearly as hopeless, s the snowlorder of the day. Hearcely a man dared leave
enable -me to go and return in safety. But stillflinade, and as the wind would then be in our faces.Bcompany him. Edehman robbed the man he met,
there was not & majority in the mission in favou :
Bwas alone in God 3 but with his assurance that heffThe Governor, it is tewe, made an attempt to pre-
to proceed to join Mr. Homes, and c¢nter upon the[lwould direct the path of these who acknowledgefserve the peace, and had the heads of five Koords,
Ball for the best, though in what manner or to whatjlileter others from committing violence npon the
Bend I could not foresce.  Just then, as unexpect-Bpersons and property of the citizens, But these
fhardy mountaincers came tramping over the snowflmost oprn and daring robberies. The defeat of
from the opposite side of the mountain. With

Qeame almost buried in the snow the moment theyBonly succeeded in crossing after the villagers had
P.acticability of visiting the Mountain Nestoriane.~—|
of the Euphrales, where Xeuophon and the Tenfiford impracticable, but finally succeeded in get-
wProvidential Escope.
had joined s, became nearly blind from the con-ffaway, and in one instance 1 (ook a circuitous
had seen in his castle at Burdasoor, had expressed
leiman, where we were most hospilably entertain-l§  On arriving at Constantinople, I found that Mr,
dish Mountains, and, from what 1 had Jearned in
Joccupied another apartment in the same house Msolved to proceed alone into Mesopotamia, it bo-
the Koordish tertitory, and enler the country o
@Lhousand; and the dwellings and habits of thefleordinely made what haste I could to thet fiel!,
to enter the country of the Independent Nestoriansiiby Xennphon mare than two thousand years ago.
least 2220 iniles, and over a very mountainous road.
of the instructions of the Board to proceed by wayflaize coal-pits, but broader, and not so high.
N gsome of the lofty mauntaing, owing to the great
° mits at that late scason, while immense avalanches
temporarily associaled with me iiz this enterprisc.Mover this mountain, together with the fact thadffthe foaming torrents which dashed through the
from him, apprising me that the brethren at Con-| ) ! ¢ k !
fe had decs fienlt ride. But delay was not likely to muke anyf@fiver on a raft of inflated skins, like thoce men-
plans of the Board in the formation of a permanentllwould soon quite obstruct the road, as the horsell On my arrival at Diarbékir, [ found the public
hefore us, in favour of my plan of entering the Bchanged to snow, and accompanied by a strongdwhich - precedes an overwhelming storm; and
of thé importance of the measure I had beforel ruide, who rrofessed to be well acquainted withBpersion of the ‘Turkish ariny, was first publicly
X hardy horses were unable to proceed, and it becamef@flceing from the batile—field, who had been stri
of the latter country was mentioned as one con-
X Jout it was soon lost again, and the guide, after alft'iom that time the reizn of violence and znarchy
nor of Salmas, that he would do cverything to se-
not doubt but the facilities he could furnish would¥had filled our tracks almost as soon as they wereffithe walls of the city withnut a large party to ac-
v fUnder these circumstances, [ felt that our liopeBiand the arm of the strongest was the only law.
of my entering the mountains, and | was advised f:
fhim in all ghefr ways, I felt that he would orderfdand about forty earsy hune up in the bazars, to
Pled as if an angel had descended froin heaven, fsurffsame hazars, two days after, were the theatre of
llihe army having been ascribed by the mass of the

gunuch difficulty,’ we prevailed npon one of thempineople to the European nniform and tactics of the
Hto act as our gaide ; and by breaking down the[dNezdm, great opposition was raised azainst it, and
fhigh drifts of snow with our -et, and leading ourfffagainst all Ruropeans as the reputed cause of i,
horses where we could not ride, we at length suc-RiThis spirit, under the inluence of Moslem bigotry,
ceeded in passing the mountamns.  There had heenfdand a Jealousy Jest, in the weak state of the conn-
try, Christianily would rise upon the ruins of fs—
Rlim, was carried 1o such an axtent, that we not

<ing the streams which lay in our way, aswe hadpg Tlavingbeen joined by Mr. Tlomes, we proceed-
duefore expricnced from mountain storms.  In cnefjed to Mardin oni the 10th of July, accompanied



