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THE NEîSTORIANS, un TuIE LOST TItIBES%
BY ASAI5£L GRANT, bf.0.

'ChIAi'. IL.

P. ettctuhntilty nt v'àltg te Miintain Nct'shiiiatii.--
Joiivniy te Con-strtntinopli.--StorOt ii the Mounisinît.
- Jouiniy %a fîît:soptOluînm Diarbdcîir, ni d lîlartlin,
.-Provideutiat Elicnile.

A rinovmls cf tie Nesterian patriaîrche, %,lie visnt-
cd us at Oroomiali, andi A Knonîlish chief %vhnm 1
liad scen li bila castle at 1Burilosooqor, hiat exprerReti
te opinonr Oit my profussional cltaraclor worîlt

procure me a safe psport ta arir part cf the Konr-
iîli Moutnains, anti, frürn what I liail leati iii'
my frequent irtrsetihse iib thte toords, 1 itali
Tenon ta believe that I Might saft'ly pas$ theougit
the Koordisi territory, andt enuter the country of
ttre Independent Nestorians.

ttly oivn impressions %vête, Vint 1 shoulti lie able
te enter the country of te lnuepenîrient Nestni ian.
fromt lte Persian (rentie.r,anti I ativiseul thie plan.
But thîis wss net oL%,entedti 1; anîd, in pmisuance
of the instnîcîions efth(le Blord te proceeti by way
et Mlesepotaimia, 1 set eut from Onomiab oui thr
firsI ef Apnil. 1839, fer Erzeroom, .vheTe 1 liait

UtropoFedti 0 eet my expecteti assocîste, thic fiev.
T.r]}teres, et Constantinoiple, wîio at be

temporatily associatetl willi me ii; tssenterpîlse.
On My arrivai ai Salnas, I riciveti a lettet

(mcm him, apprising me that the tîrettren at Cen-
stanstinople had deciîîsd ogainst bis cntcriag upon
the tour, randex' tbe apprehieosion tbat my laIe af-
tlicîions wvould pllit tlt et My power to fuultil the
plans ofthUe Bloard in the formation cf a permanent
istation. 1 looked upion tbis as onother among tbe
niany indications ef Providence whiichliait cae
bleore us, ini faveur ef my plan et enterireg the
tusounitains ftihe 'ersian frenlier. 1 wrcts te
satr tisçiof fer 4IIVice, rClcating miy conviction
mot thl iuatporance 'of tht measure I hati befomn
surgeti upen titen, of entering te motsutains befere
liroceeditg te Mesopotasia. Thte pol]itical stabe
of tIhe latter country %vas mentioncti as oe con-
iidcmation in faveur eft blis course. My letter was
elso accompAnieti ly tbe assurance of the Gover-1
nor et Saîmas, that lie weuld de everytliingq t0 se-
cure thie scceOs of the enterpnise, aitd that lie did
,nut doubt bitethUe facililies bie couitil fritnisb woold
frnable me to go and teita in' çafety. But Stil
there wvaa net a majnTity in te mission in faveur
uf my entering-tbe motintoins, aint 1 waF a!viîed
Io preceeti te join Mr. I-tee, and enter ripain the
proposcd louir ln Mesopotamnia.

1 accordingly procecueul with as mucit expelli-
tien as possible ta Constantinople. An unusual
quantiîy of snow haul (allen latp in the season,
andi my.jouumey proveul ene et extrema difflcoly
and of ne ittie perit. For more tItan twe bundretià
miles 1 fouet! te snow f(mcm bsec te Ilirc or foi
fept ini depth, aliîouugh il seas the middlle et April
wluen I crosset titis elevateti portion et Armeulia.
On te &test plain at the foot ef Mount Ararat weè
encoanterei ene of lte mort severe Sterras of sîow
I hati ever experieocede ordu came near juerishing,
in tle Meunitaitis beyond, sehere th.e Stormi met us
-'mithincrea-;edifury. Fer more i an twenty miles
cf Ibuis; dreary rend lucre was nct a single human
habitationt. Our guide, about midway, became se
mach bliodeti by te snow titat lie coulti nct kep
Use roati, and 1 was obliged ta taire bis place an(:
trust ta the recelîectionocf my former journey four
Yeats before, anti thse oceaticutal traces cf the path
whicla was blite aint itre swept bars by the tiniv-
ing visd. Aswe bagun tù.descend tIhe mautains
ons the'Opplito sidewhler. dtie wind hîsu net dn

us Ibis important service, t was ollîed to walk
several mîiles, tracing thte ilarrov path in the deei'
ssiow with roy leed. 1 coulîl offly tletermine wliîn
1 was out ai' the onid beaten Patte, whichlî ay he-
neatît the ne-alnsnio%, by the depthi to %vhicli
1 suilk ini te fiosty elemient. Our horses aise bc-
came almost buried ini the snio% the momtent they
stcpped out of the roand.

IVilile erossinog UIl plain tient theo lead-watrrm
of the Etiplrates, where Xeî~ liat Iltle Ton
Thlousatid suffered so much in Itir meisiorabele re-
treat, liby Nestorian astelsalit, aold a îiigrimn wlis
liat joineti us, became ricarly tlind iroue te con-
tîntied intense glare of the stiow. This ai a se-
vere Stornm uçitaige(ta s two d.îys ai Moola-sco-
liitan, wliîcr wce wpre mort liespitiibly entertain-
ed in a stable, %vith lforty or fifty béait of lîorroed
cattle, hor-'tca,doolçeyq, andi forelsi wbile (lime slieel
occupie<l anothîr aliartoicot in Ille saine bliase,
[l theso l at tr particîtiars1 I (ennu a strikinu
coinciclence witlî Ci xre oftebvcTev
Thoui-ind; anti the ulwellings and I lat>its ofith#
people wcrc e.sentiilly the saine es tiiose describeti
LTî~ Xeibnplin moîre tlian two (lintisalici years ag-o.
'llie lieuss were biiiit nîostly tînder lrounîl, amil
the villa-es ai a diïtane resiiulbti»ti a Collection ai

lîecoal-pits, but broader, anid ot seligh
Our îîext stage visa river tie ninrtain-pasa i

Dahar, Uhe most ifflicult, betvete Constantinrefle
And Pertia. lThe recollectiori of whant Messrs.
Smith andI Dwiglît expehîr'nctil in their piaa;g.
over this mouintain, tîtgistter wilh the fot tt
tbrese natives liat perisheti -in Uhc snow nnt lon'?
before, prepareil MF. to expect a Inilsome and dit-
ficilt ritle. But delaY wa t likely temhkc any
improvement for manyý tiys ta corne; and, ote-
ovêe a storm of tain hiad set in on thse plain, whicli
wouIld sooin quite obstruet the malu, aR the herse
would sink Io lus midldle at cvery step. As wt

,clan to ascend the muitain, wce fouiid thie raiii
chauîiget to snow, and accompanied hy a strotlo
wind, wtîich soon intreased to a gale. Wheti
abolit two-thirds cf tlle way Up (lie inotint.4n, the
,uide, who professeil Io be well acquainitil m iii
te roati, 15(1 us into sucb deep Snow,, tliat oui
hardy herses wcre unable to procced, andi it became
evidcot that wie hail wvandrei fluai the patb.
Aller much difficlty, we succeeded in finding il:
but it %vas Sen lest again, anti thme guide, afler a'
fruitless seaelc, ideclaied it impossible tb proceeti.
To trn hack was nearîy as lîeless, as the snovi
bad tilleti or traeks almost as scon as thry werE
malle, and as thte winul wntîld then be ini out faces.
Umîder thiese circumistinces, 1 fuit that our liopt
was atone ini God l>but with lbis assurance that lut
%ouild direct the path of tliosus who ackiowledIgt
bieun in ait jheir way3, 1 felt that lie %-ouil ortiu
lli fier tIhe best, thougl inl what manncr tr tawbai

end 1 could nt foresce. Just then, as utiexpect.
ed as if an anzel had descended frain heaven, foui

hryinountk;lneers came trampiig river the sno'.
from the oppossite side of the mountain. Witt
<iels diffi*cu lty,', %%e prevasiled iupen one of therr
ta act as nitr gurdc'; .and by brtakingý domii thse
high driftsof snow with out f et, and lendtsng oui
herses where we could net ride, we atI ength suc-
ceeded in passlng the mountains. Therehad heer
no horse across since. thie Iîeavv storrn a week be-
fore, and the oid path coniti cnly bie fotund in ma-
ny places by strildn g a heavy cutigel deep in thé
snow; and our gui de seldom mistook the roai
when bc fourtd bis. lng, staff stiike on a harc
toundlation without sinking its lcng 'th in the snow

Thc next day wc fouint oursalves in thec valle)
of tlue Aras, -%blere à warm eun, andi bcavy con-
tinticd raîies liad ssvelled every tit te a fearfiiktorrent ; and wie bail as imminent dapger ini cron-
~in& the etreains ivhiie lay in cii? wpy, ase hva a

'efore expiriencedl froni mouintain storets. In nEe

of titese molintioi torrente mny bise ivas carried
away,, bot liîîally suiectrîleil ils reaiscbiuîîl the slior,,
wlieil I liait te ride several toies wullî £y barits
fîull of waier as Col aq the ineltîins qnow. On
reacuinu t'îîe ivr-t lîranrît rit the FumjplrateS, 1

fotundtie briligi liail flleu ini thté ni,-lit, and ive
only smceîlini crossinvr ifIcr thec villagers hall
wadtd abolut in the celtit iv;utr up te thÏir wist
for neparly an hatou. AI t6-5t titiy pronounicei the
foard iriblrncticabl(e but linally succeeded in get-
ting uis acros iviterc the svat-2r carne quite up on
onr sailles. &eranl allier bridges were carrieti
away, and in ens- instance t tek a circuitours
route, andî ciosqeti the streaun in itg separate
branîcheus nlear its qnetrce.

On arriving: nt Congtantinrtpie, 1 follt(tintt Mn%
Homes colîl net then bie sîtarpil fromt lta statiou,
angl, witî te conrturrince ot the' brrthîren, 1 me-
.elvtedî a protredî ilonnoni mb IUopot.îmiat, il boe-
ing tinderslocti tîtat 1 shouill remain in or tient
Diimbékir tintil M~'r. I lores shnlaîjoin mp. 1 as-
cordlinvly madie ivhat haste 1 raidit ta Iheýt fiels.
Frouni' lizonileP, 1 reste ini Ips Iiian Ilîrrre flays
to 1-rzeinînm, a hl;.ir y thé. Winîcr route of at
list 220 tieandl over a very monuntainous raui.
On mny route ta l)iirhtékir, wltpreU arri vsd on the
30t1, nt' May, I follnsl grreat uilirulty in crossint
saine oft the lofty moigntaiius, ewing to the grcat
qiuaniity ofsnov wttirli renuiîneu upon tbtirsum.
moits lit litI laIe serason, white immense avalancheq
htî formuti lîigies; of snnw anti ice over saine cf
the foatrriio, torre-ntg wliiçi (i'sheti thraugh tbc
Iiaresv raviles. Tii bridge ove? the EuIirates
at Psîlo liait bitrn Carriei aw'ay, and f ci-ossed ite
river on a rait of inilabeti skins, likre the men-
tioned tuy Xeiîoplion ia luis retre;it of the 'J<r
Thouîsanl1.

On my attivai ai DîisrbéLkir, 1 foîînd the pulire
minIt il, tîtat stale it sisp,însu asnd expectation
whicit1 collit b? côl4*1b.tred Io sr.ting but tie enfi
visiclh preceldeq on overwlielming -stirn; anti
oatn il camo, wibli tr'rror anti uevastatlon in its

course. The signal defeat, and almostentire dis-
persion of the~ 'iurlcish ariny, vias flret lîublicty
anuîoinced in that city by litunuretis cf soîdiers
flreinZ frein thé batîle-fielîl, whlo bail bse'n sbi u>-r,peti cf tiejir appriret, anid ail bliat they hait, hy lt s
Koorils, wiîo hail taken Possession of thie rends.
Pioni t-hat lime Ille reiý-n cf violence Rail narc!iy
comnienceil, antI relileries anti miiiaers were the
order (if thei day. Scarcely a mon dareit 'leave
the %walls cf the City, wittinuit n largle Party te ne-
Company blm. marti n rolîbeul the Maci lis, met,
tond the oirn cf the strongest vias the only lawv.
The Governor, it, is truce, lanîde an attempt te pire-
serve the pe-ao, tend hail thé. hends <if ivêe Kooruls,
anti abolit forty ears1 htine up in Use bazars, te
tieter oethers froni committing violence orn lthe
pensons Andi prcpîrby cf the ritizeng. Bl,î îbrpc
anme bazars, twe days lifter, were bthe 5atrp of
înost apent and daTnz robienmes. l'he dorueat cf
the srmy having been ascrilieti hy the mars of lte
juseple ti te i'tropean iînifornu andi tactice of Ihe
.Wezâm, great oppo.gition ivas raiseti dgainst it, Ral.

Ainst ai lnopeans as the repuicîl cause ef il.
This spIit tdr the influnce cf MosIeni bi-otry'

andi a jpalouS. :osf, ini bhe weak ssIn *f Ui eou
try, Ciirisîiaoity woulîl ris;c upon the rain, of is-
tam, vezs carriit! to sucb an exNtopnb, lit ie nt
only heard otirgelves cured in the Sîreets as inff
del doic, but, as il is $adel Illere wnq a dceterminp_
tien ex prAssei te kilt aIl the Eurojteans in (hie
plac-e. Whalt Ibiq blireat miglit have resulteti in,
had wp remincd .in tîle city, il il inirosaible t0
Say ; but I nOW learo that sorne Mrsss,îlmans camp
te onr bouse atter we left il, wibh Lvil intentions
cencernieg ust.

IIvnbern jointhl bu- Mr. flomrii, we proceed.
ete Marlin Oi; the .10(h cf Joly, accompanieui


