THEY RECELVED THE WORD WITI ALL READINESS OF MIND, AND SEARCIED CHISCRIPTURES DAILY, WHETHER THOSE THINGS WERE SO.—Acts xvii. 11 -7
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- POOR, BUT RICH,
Jeans, T my cross huve taken,
- All todeave and follow thee;
Naked, poor, despised, torsaken,
Thou from henee my all shalt be:
Perish every fond ambition,
Al Pye sought, or hop'd or known ;
Yet how rich is my condition,
God and heaven are still my own,

Man way trouble and distress me,
TI'will but drive me to thy breast;

Life with trials hurd may press we,
Heav'n will bring me sweeter rest.

Ohl'Y *tis not in grief to harm me,
While thy love is left to me;

Oh ! "twere not in joy to charm mo,
Wera that joy unmix"l with thee.

Soul, then know thy fall salvation ;
Rise o’er sin, and fear, and care ;
Joy, to find in every station
Something still to do, or bear.
Think what spirit dwells within thee,
Think what Father's smiles are thine,
Think that Jesus died (o save thee,
Chibl of humven, ennst thow reping ?

Haste thee on from grace to glory,
Armd by frithand wingi by praver,
LHeaven's cternat day’s before thee,
God's own hand shall gnide thee there,
Soan shall elose thy carthly mission,
Saon shall pass thy pilarim days,
Ttope shall change to ghut fraition,
Fatts to sight, and praver to praise !

Audhor ynknown,

NO SACRIFICER, NO ALTAR IN THE
REFORMED CHURCH.

§ XNV, The saerificos under the law given
by Moses, as the apostle o the Hebrews has
clearly shown in chapter N.y were shidows
of good things to come ;5 they were typical of
Christ : they looked to himoas the substance,
~as ¢ the Lamb of God, who trefy taketh
away the sins of the world™ ¢ who, after
he had offerad one sactifice for sin, forever
sat dowwen on the rizht hand of God.” By his

stripes we are healed : in him we have com-!}

plete redemption,  The Jewish passover was
propheticaly direcling the eve of fuith for-
ward to the death of Jesns Chiist, in the ful-
ness of time to be offered onee for el ¢ and in
the Lord®s supper we Jook back to” the” same
all-suflicient sucrifice. It beine falland com-
plate, wnd offered forally it needs not to be
repeated ; and no act of mun, whether priest
or layman, ¢an, by words spoken{ or ‘inoney
piven, mld any (hing o its etheacy, or remiler
it more perfect, or more ¢xtensivesor more

~oaviiting, 6By oheolfering,: he ,lmth:}mr"&
fected forever them thatare sanclified 2 The

Cpretence. crepeatin s denthaevic
“denily-implies thal Christ’s saerifice was ‘nol
fult/and ‘complote. 1t iinpliesitlia
«offer:himsellolten -—that:# i nins
ha uffered,?? iX; 225, 30

& i

Christ himself made for thieir sins, rather th
“ronthis merdehary’ traffie’ of sthe prigkts:
seems that; aéeording to their owvn vimws, in
taking money
Ve eruvified afresh. The tratlic s certainly
lucrative in a high degrew s what Judas re-
ceived was as nothing, .in" comparison.
saying this, [ prefend not to judge of. their
sincerily or their devotion, nor whether or
not they are accepted of Godo 1Uis wurthy,
however, of reprated remark, that the inost
of their doctrines and practices, which, inour
view, are departures from the word of God,
are wonderfully adapted, certainly, if not
designed, to add power to their priests, and
wenlth to their chureh. How vast, beyvond
what human langnage can express, must be
the power which can change a picee of brewd
into the elernal Son of God, and offer him,
al pleasure, an expinlory sacrifice for any
man or for all men!  And what reasonasle
man, if he can, indeed, bring himself o be-
lieve such doctrine, would not, «t his death,
gladly leave a part, ory ifneeded, ally of his
estate, to reseue his own soul- from futnre
punishment ¢ "The Protestant, like the mar-
tyr St Stephen, willy at bis dying hour, look
unlo the ¢ Lord Jesus® rather than to any pope
or priest, to “receive™ and save hiv soul.
1low, indeed, 4 mass offered for an individual,
can be considered as the identieal sacrifice
which Christ offered for all men, cannot,
without lizht from Rome, be imagined.

§ X'XV. The doctrine that the Lord’s sup-
per is an Expiatory Sacrifice, making satis-
faction for the sins of men,—the same as thal
which was offered by Christ himself, leads,
of course, to another doctrine, equally ec-
roneous,—that-the man who administers the
sacrament is a priest in the sense in which

| Christ himself is a Priest. « This too, "we re-
jeet,Inour Prayer-Book, and in the offices
of our Church, the word - priest is, indeed,
often used, hut not in that sense~-not as de-
signating . ‘'one, who offers w0 real  saerifice,
making expialion for sin. With us, the word
means “the. same as presbyter or elder; it
means . minister of Chirist, ordiined with
wer to’ cammemorate the sacrifice of - Chirist
in that sacrament. " Je pretends not o repeai,
but to ¢¢ show forth, the Lord’s death®’~fo do
in remembrance. of Chivist “whal he - com-
manded. i :

The Pagans had priests.many, and sacrifices

many, and idols and gods unnumbered ; bat
< they were all abominations in the sight of the
e GOJ,“IQ T.ord Jchovn_h. - Under the
Mosaic. . Dispensation, there - were, “indeed,
priests and sacrifices of lruly -divine appoint-
ments ity as'above observed; {hey- were
{ypical; thiey were prophetic symbols of the.
- ong only: true  Priest and true - Sperifice—of
S thats<Gambof God, who- taketh -away: the
c-sing of ‘thie world.?” The Iaw, as: Sti-Uanl
Csays; ¢Cwas - sehoolmaster 1o hring’ is o
8 Christ5” andd it is - desirable that Christiuns
§ - should Jirofit more: than they generally: do by
Citwinstruction, 1 had s shiddow, ol tood

aised, not certainly in the sease in-which the

hreid aid: wine, o S according 0 Chirists

for musses, they sell Christ o

In:
i be some differsnce of opinton’ amonyg the

things.” It could ¢“never, with those -sacri

fices, which they offered year by year, con-
tinually, make the comers thereunto pérl‘ccl.
For it-is not possible that the blood of
bulls and of zoats shonld take away sin.®  In
the holy seriptures, the ministers of Christ
are not called priests; but he is himself so
called. Aaron wis a priest, as Moses was a
mediators both typical of hitn whom God
hath ordained to those high and holy offices.
And they who are blest with a frue know-
fedge of him need no other, and acknowledge
no other priest or mediator.

& XXVL One of the distinguishing peen-
liarities of the Christian religion Is, that it has
hut one P'ricst, and needs no other. In re-
ligions of man’s invention, they have priests
taken from among. men.  The priests
appointed according. o the law given by
Mases, as we have in the last section seen,
were types prefiguring the Savienr, and de-
signed, as were the other parts of that law, to
prepare wmankind, God's chosen people espe-
cially, for tha advent of the Messiah, and for
the gospel dispensation.  Man canoffer noth-

e v .

can he redecm his own soul. We have one

eternal Word and Wisdom of fod.
us, offered himself to expiate onr sins, - And |
having made this Sone sacrifice for sin,’ |
petfect and complute, there was no need of
its being repeated. He then ascended intu:
heaven, where he now sifs at the right hand!
of God, as cur’ Advocate with the Father,ond |
the only prevailing Mediator between God |
and man, -1e Is i bimself saeriice, and;
priestyand altar, And as'we need no othert
propifiatory sacrifice, aml no other priest to|
offer ity so of course we need no other ellar, !
¢ whereon to make atonement for the people. |
I this, also, we differ from the Rewmanists,
Cwho have what they eall altars, st whicih!
their priests efliciate, and on which they |
Ppretend to make an expiatery saerifice. In't
the scriptures, the board on which the brewd |
(el wine, o administering the Londs suppery
Dare luidy s vot called the elter, but the table &5
I the same is true of our Prayer-Dook, properly
Iso called, which ends with the Psalter, s
and

! Wi

1

may beseen by ¢ the table of contents 17
i alsg i the oflices which follow the Psaller,:
i for ordaining  deacons, Dand: priests, and |
i hishops; and for consecrating a church, it is)
raftenealled a'tabley hul not an"altar. . In the
Hdffice el institution recently added 1o “our®
- Rookof Cummon’ Prayer; the. word “altay is

Dagiists nse it g inor 190360 T sty from any,
“chanre in'the doctrines of ‘ear Church on this
very mutgrial point,; bt rathier incompliance
with: Whatseems- to bel! i lcomimon
language, withouf Tany rewur ictrinal
proprieti. s Wepretend not- to - oiferton that
board any. expiatory sucrifi we, :ife -
voul duralms and’: i
great-solemnity the s o

“thstitation, in remembrance of lis death: and
passion,™ TR N,

CAnd here | have occaston. to introduce. a
question’ (i my view) o of muel “hnpor-
tance, respeeting which 1'fear that there may

any
re-

elergy of our Chureh: it is, whether
doctrine of Christ, or religious propriety,
quires that our ministers or people should
worship with their faces towards the commu-
nion-table, rather than in any other direction,
or whether the practice of so worshifiping
has not arisen from the doctrine of Transub-
stantiation, and does not countenince that
doctiine 7 The Papists, we know, are con-
sistent, however idolatrous, in doing it 1 they
have constantly before their eyes, and on the
table, a.cuke of bread, which they avowedly
warship as theic God,” But we have no such
imaga or visihle Deity on our comunion-
table ; nor can we give any good reason for
supposing that God is there present more
than inany uthar part of the chureh,  Christ
has. indeed, positively declared that he is
in the midst of his people who meet to wor-
ship in his name ; but L would nol infer from
that gracious promise, though it is undoubt-
edly fulfilled, that the minister is bound to
pray with his face to the congregation ; yel

do say that, if God is parlicularly presentany
where. it is amony his people, rather ”l(l}\
upon the fable. In regard to this question, it
is fitiing that all things be dune decently and
to edifying. Decency may requite that the
people’ should face the ninister, when he
preaches, and  perhaps when they pray,
though this last may well be donbled. Roth
decency and convenience render it fitting
that, when the priest officiates in administer-
ing the Lord’s supper, his face should be
towards the table. where his husiness is, ex-
cept when he speaks to the people. In ad-
ministering baptism, when he says, ¢ danc-
tify this water to.the mystical washing away
of sin,? it is decent and fitting that he should
turn his face toward the water, aml even
touch it with his fingers.t ~ And so in the

« Phat is, of the P, K, Church in the United
Stntesi—Ep. .

+ The venerahle mithor here gives us his sense
of what is decent and fitting,” but nbout shieh
thers is -no - direetion given by the Chureh, and
opinions may differ, - We entively: conenrwith
Bim wlhen he says - that the ministee: should
pirn his Faee townrds the water at thoso words §
wo think it is o very ‘nalnral, even as itis a com.
mon. pragtiee in Clergymon to extewl their land
towards the watery-hut wo question the fituess,
and still wors, npder present cirgumstanees,. the
expedienicy of totiching the water with the fingess,
innench 48 that would seeni: tooowuehlike im.
pavting (0 it a virtue, and - piving it o holiness t
which would: make it desivable 1o proserve the
wirter, ard 1o sprivkle onesselLwitll it seive’ know
the superstitions which are continnally acting in
Wie” Churieh of Romo-with ““ holy *water”~leLf.

"+ things to éome, hut not the very image of the

nd Keep fnr from thal swhich would fayvour them,
—Borron, 7 ETREEE L

ing that will take away the sins of others,nor

Priest, whois #the Lord fram heaven® the
This
Word, being made flesh, and dwelling among |

Lord®s supper, when he come o the - conse-
cration of the elements, itis avenient and
fitting'that he should remove rom the end
of the table where he has perfmed the fore-
going” part of the communio-service, and
“stand before the table,” wit his back to
the people, that he -may morcconveniently
‘<< order the bread and wine! and ¢ with
more readiness and- decency bink the bread
before the peaple, and take te cup in his
hands.? In all this. there isno unfitness,
nor any thing like idolatry orsperstition,

Somse have urged, -in justifiation of their
table worship, that the table is n the rubric
called ¢ the holy 1able””  Lithis a good
reason for worshipping towardst 7 Can the
Church, by @ word, create an gject of wor-
ship? Uiy a holy table in a'sriptural sense
of the word holy, and so are allther parls of
the chureh ; but things sanctifid and to be
considered as holy, are not, theefore, things
to. be worshipped. I they vere so, the
hodies of living Clisistians woul be the most
suitable objects of adoration.  Ye ave repeat-
cdly told from the highest athority, that
their bodies are holy, being thewemple of the
s Holy Ghost dwelling within the,  8t. Panl
says tothe Corinthians, % Know ye nol that
ye are the teinple of God. and tat the Spirit
of God dwelleth in you ? the teaple of God
is holy, which temple ye are.”® Here, again,
is inuch better reason (if cither of them be
any reason) for the minister’s worshipping
towards the people, than towars the table.
Indead, if in worship we trnlowards any
thing, becanse we deem it holy, it musts in
the mitture of things, be in some degree ido-
latrons.. It implies that the Gd whom we
worship is porticularly in thet plee, and the
turning to it for that teason, beause of its
holiness, is. of course, an act of adoration.
The Bible is called Loly. and wore truly so
called than any table,  Aud ouantswe, then,
to turn towand the Bibie when we pray? Ut
s been ohsesved of the Papists that o fheis
churelies tey appear to be very levont; and
hasit not also been observed the when they
are so, their eyes are steadfustly fxed upon
some fmage or picture T The Paaans wre
still mare devour in the presmee of their)
idols,

Thedime was when Gel did visibly ma-
wifest his presence in his templet Jarusalem,
and towards that {emple were “alllis, people
commandeil sto waship 3 but 0w, under
the Christian  dispensation ¢ the: hour,”” a8
Chyist told the Samaritaniwom, - John: iv.,
Sois.come when e shallneither nfhat monn-
Stain, Horvetal Jernsajemy worshin the Father,
St when e rae wosshibpers shall worship
the Fatherin spivit and jn - tratl
th ship of whieh: b this
pressapy disapprobationy is 4
trie Godiin spivitand i trulh il
fncawha

tion 2l exs
ave

ity of. our
aerifice:

pro -

pricty ‘of adliring, in {his and pther (hings,
to seriptural language, more than some Chris-

Cliurehiof, Homy

tians do. - They who prefer calling +the
Lord®s tahle®? the altar, ought ot least to un-
derstand ‘what they mean.  When: our mi-
nisters, as'some of them do, call upon these
who are (o be hapiized or confirmed, lo
& come forward to the eifar,” U would affee-
tionately ask them whether the word  chancel
would not be more suitable 7 The {ale Nighl
Ree. Bishop Giisiwold, on the Reformation,

MINISTERIAL ZEAL AND MODERATION,

While we are permitied, however, to exult
in these thoughts, we must remember, with a
heighitened sense of responsibility, what we
have in ch;\r;_*'a—‘nn‘. INTEREST 0OF CHRIST
ox nawti, to the promotion of which *one
thine®? we have vowad < as much as in us
Jies wholly to apply onrseives, laying aside
the study of the world and of the flesh.'t 1f
the times are Jiffisult and there are many ad-
versaries ; il at the same time, a great spirit
of religion has been awakened in the world
and different partivs are seen emulous of cach
other in seeking to advance the Kingdom of
God 5 if the Clergy of the Chureh of England
are pos(mlin a conspicuous siation, and are
eminently as a city set upon a hilly which
cannot be hid;—if our” brethren in other
quarters, strong in the power of faith, are
doing great things in the canse,—striving
successfully against the tide of worldly, op-
position, and surmounting, in some _instances,
the (hreatening waves of wouble y il the pre-
sent conjuncture is highly critical with re-
ference to the ccclesinstical afliirs of these
Provinces. and consequences of vast impor-
tance to fulure generations in this rising
country may depend upon the foundation now
laid for the Church,—then, amidst ail these
incitements o vigilance and zeal, it Wwill he
required of us that we be fonnd with vur loins
girded and owr Tights burning, and like unto
men thal wail jor their Lord,  Aund if the siyns
of the’ times appear pregnanl with “great
evenis, and “the  aslonishing advinces of
science, more especially in its practieal ap-
plication to the purposes of international com -
munication, seem’ destined, in the hands of
Providence, to open the way for 2 new and
marked eri of the Gospel, which, according
to the anticipations of many relizious. persons,
may he preceded and introduced by scenes of
trial and sore Libulation in-the Chorch,—
{".en we'zre solemnly catled npon, notsimply’
as the -soldiers of The- Cross; but as:the leaders
of the hattle, 1o tule untous the whole. armonr
of God, that-we may be able to withstand.in the
cvil day, axid having done all to stand.’- ,
" Havine touched, however, upon” the signs
af the tmes, and the prospeets of the universal

A Carddin, 16, T
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Church of Christ, T feel it necessary to advert
to the extreme diffidence and reverenl caution
with which we should pronounce upon yet
unaccomplished prophecy, and indulge our
speculations, too apt to lead to- preswmpluous
error, upon the maghiticent future of the Gos-
pel victotious in the world. 1t is:nol for us fo
fenow the times or seasens which the Father hath
put in his own pmeer. And henee I take oc-
casion—Jooking at certain incidental effects
which are connected ¥with great efforts “in
relizion, in madery, as they have been in
earlier times,to recommend the Christian grace
of moderation : a holy moderation and sobtiety
in all the varied exercise of ministevial duty ;
in the methods: adopted for the propagation
of the Truth of Gud—yes, and in the very
preaching of the blessed Dactrinesof Grace.
If what I recommend seem to be the cowardly
accomnodation to the world for which the fer-
vent Paul wounld have withstood us to the fuce,
or the lukewarnness of spirit which Christ
will indignanty reject, then, my brethren,
stap your ears againstmy words,  Butin that
combination which is charged upon Christian
teachers of the qualities of the serpent with
those of the dove, vreat diseretion and preat
aeptleness appear to be implied : and it is
known ta have been a distinguishing charac-
teristic of onr own reformers that they shun-
ned some extremes o -which others in the
heat of the struzele were carried away. The
mild amd maderate  Melanchthon, mnong
foreien reformers, was not found to turn Lis
hark in the hour of danger. “In the religion
of the Gespal.as well as in other things which
enzage the mind .o man, there are certain
hounds, within or without which, that which
is right canoot stand.”  Although it is most
cortuinly true, that we can never be two
relicions or ton devoted, vet jt is equally
cortain that in the develomment and the exer-
sise of the relizions affzetions, there is often,
throuwh the infirmity of natare, a tendency
to relizians itroralarity and to whal may
property e eatled relisions excess. In those
points, especinlly. which crente parties and
party-nages within the bosom of the Church
itsell, the mest vahewent and eager spirits on
either side will not e fonnd, [ believe, to. be
the neazest to the trath s and the approxima-
tien of parties to each other, each losing some-
thine of its ‘own and  borrowing from -its
apposits, isyaccording to my own convictions,
the issae for whish wa should devoutly pray.
and for ‘every manifestation 2of which -(and
there arenot a few) we should render thanks
o our Codie— From. Chaige lo-the” Clergy, by
the Riaht Rove . 1. Maunlain, D, 1)y Lord

Bishop of Monlredl, 183

the Lord 'said;
s the kingdom
tile:in‘the: in:
when'i

[lelipassagesy on

plicit than the othery the former - shall ‘be
deemed:to zive the true meaning Jof the lat-
ter. - ‘Accordinglyy let none suppose - that
merely becavse they are poory.in: any  sense
of the word, therefore ‘they are blessed, and
that the kinedom of ' God .is theirs, Many
make themselves poor by extravagance and
imprudence ; many by negligence and sloth ;
many by intemperance and profligney: and
many who are very poor, may yet he very
fur from the kingdom of God, Christianity
is a religion both for rich and poor. 1t is
designed to make the rich poor in - spirit, and
the poor of this world ¢ rneh in faith, and
heirs of the kingdom which God hath pro-
mised to them that love him.”§ No man
will he condemned simply hecause he was a
rich man.  No man will be saved simply be-
canse he wasa poor man. I aman be not in
Christ, as Noah was in the ark, neither can
riches ransom, nor can poverty rescue him
from sure destruction.  Althaugh the poor in
this world’s goods are not those who are ex-
clusively meant by the poor in spirit, vet
they may become such, and may help them-
selves and - the rich fo understand the cha-
racter of those who are poor in spirit.  Take
then the case of a very poor man, merely to
illustrate whe are the poor in spirit.  Sup-
pose that of one barn pooryand on” whom the
heavy hand of poverty presses all through
life. ” There are many such: and to them
poverly is no disgrace.  Yet they commonly
feel its weight.  They know in their own
{eelings and experience what are the com-
mon neeessaries of life.  They know by ob-
servation what are the common comforts of
life. ‘They find themselves often debarred
from. the latter, and often straitened for want
of the former. They strive and {oil from day
to day, aml vet they cannot' 2llogether
emersze from poverty.  Their spirit, especi-
ally if not sustained by religious principle,
becomes eradually broken and depressed. And
yet theirs is not true poverly of spirit, for,
ihis relntes to spivitual things, " The man
who is hecome truly poor in spiril, feels that
he was born poor 3 even though n prinea by
birth, yet onc of a sinful race, destitute of all
merit, and laden with a debt of guilt in the
siuht of God,  And then he'is alse brought:lo:
feel. that in himsell he s poor in regard” fo
comfort, even the ' comman consolations  es-
sential to peace and happiness. Itis a_greal
comfort to be at peacer with God 3 -hut- the
man’ who is hecominiz poor in spivitis learn-
inie that-he i awicked ‘sinner; -and : that
siliere.is no peace, saith.my: God,y fo the
wicked 2§ 1tis @ comlort 1o pave health
i strength 3 the: man poor:in spirit knows
that his fonl is diseused wnd: feeble.” Tle alsd:

“esuntieerti derique fives

Quoa intig: citsde negric consistere reetuat., -
ot James il 50

feels indigence in regard to things, which are:
as the commnon necessaries of life lo the soul.
e knows what it is to’ hunger: and thirst ; :
after righteousnese. . What the very poor. E
man often experienees, in the literal sense, 1o ‘
want food, to have ‘none at-home, an'd ‘no
money, and no credit to precure-any, this the;
men poor in spirit feels and compruhcx}ds, in
a spiritual sense :—to want par:lon,-nght.e-
ousness, and spiritual blessings, with no merits:
16 procure any, and no credit, hecause- no-
ability to repay Cod. The man who! expe-.
rimentally understands this, has truly. begun.
to be poar in spirit.

Take another case to illustrate poverty of
spirit. Beholda man onee rich, but by one
of those raverses of fortune, so common: in
this ont day, become suddenly very poor. Far

be it from me or any one neediessly.to wound

his feelings: yet no case will Letter than his

illustrate poverty of spirit. Yesterday he

thought himself rich : to-day he kuows him-

self poor, 1Je sees himsell fallen in the es-

timation of the world, who in every age love

fo how down to the galden image, v hich the

od of this world has set up.  He finds that’

alt his former comfort from worldly {reasures,

worldly honours, worldly friends, is gone,

and that he wust find other and betler com-

fort, or go comfortless. e also begins now to

be straitened for the very necessaries of life.

And to him, nursed in luxury, and once liv-

ing in aflluence, the privations of ~ poverty

come with ten-fold hardship. ~ His case, how-

ever, is only our illustration. lle may go

through all this, and yet not become paor in

spirit.  Yet he may strikingly illustrate the

character of the poor in spiril.  For a man

who once, with the Laodiceans of old, ‘
thought himself spiritually rich, and in need i
of nothing, may discover that he is spiritually :
miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked.
The man who thought he had rightconsness
enough and to spare, that he was motal, de-
cent, virtuous, amiable, and therefore sure of
heaven, may discover that his premises and
his conclusion are alike unsound,—that he
has not fulfilled the whole moral law, that he
has done many things which he ought not to
have done, and left undene many. things
which he ought to have done,~-that his fan-
cied virtues have been alloyed with imper-
fections, that he has been utterly destiiute of
tha love of God, and a despiser. of the merits
and righteousness of Chiristy thaat he lizs been
deceiving - himself; fancying  himself -very
rich, ‘and,:le ! heiwas all the while very
peor. - Behold him stripped.of his self-righte- "
‘ausness; emptied of pride, ebased. from:'self="":
cxaltation, feeling: and; confessing himself-a .~
poory nécdy, helpless sinner. - He is becomirg
paor-in - spirit. - St Paul hexample
Once:he thought; himse ]
anysiniallJerusalem’s
Heébrew of-the Hebre
brought up at the

()( {1

rich’ ini parentage;”
ich“in’ education,
amaliel’s “rich in
it .

i
feet:of &
hing

hopour and estimation:of the iPh :
inLiis" opening prospeets, ‘altogethier:a irich
man. - But God’s converting grace came; and *
he became poor in'spirit, ~All“was. gone,—-
parentage, "education,; good. works, worldly
honours, and ppening prospects, he counled all -
things ss dung and as dross; what things
were gain to bim, those he counted loss for
Christ. * e bécame poor in spirit.

I weuld hope, my dear brethren, that you
now understand who are the poor in spirit—
pot necessarily the poor in this world, but
those who once thought themselves vich, but
now feel that they are poor, that all their
righteousnesses are as filthy rags, that they
have no power of themselves to help them-
selves, nothing to be proud of, neught where-
in to elory hefore God, that they are unpro-
fitable servants, and miserable sinners.

In all this, I speak of the man as: he is in
himself, and not of what he becomes in and
through Christ. His poverty in himself, ‘in
fact, constitutes his need of the riches of
Clrist.  The more he knows his own poverty,
the more is he prepared to welcome - the
riches and all-sulficiency of the Saviour,
Hence, poverty of spirit-isto be a_habit, a
temper, a progressive state of mind, and 1o
murk the Christian’s course and advance-
ment in the spiritnal walk. The most ad-
vanced Chiistian is not he who'is the most - {
elated, the most confident, the most. superior
to others in his own esteem ; but he who is.
the most Jowly, the most broken in heart,
podr in spirit, abasing himself before God,
confessing himselt the chief of ‘sinners, es--
teeming others as better than himself. L

The werld, I am aware, do notyand cannot,
approve this very humbling doctrine. Nome Lo
of us remember the time when 'to us also it R
would have apjeared to present too humiliat-"
ing a view of human natures Yet let not
the worid confound things that ditfer, - There -
is a difference between those who are poor in
spirit; and those wholare  paor-spirited. - A
man may 'be a ‘miser, and" as such a poors’
spirited man. - 1e is fat enoush “from "being
poor in spirit, or-a frué Christian.” The true
Christian’s soul is large, liberal, and generous,
“uiven to hospitality,”t ¢ ready to. . dis-
fribule.™§ A“man may commit meaun and
hase actions, betray a friend, divulge a sceret,
forge, liey orsteal ; “ he'may. crouch to those: -
high _in station, ‘use’ flattery, intrigue, and.;:
artifice ¢ all this is being poor-spirited surely- ..
enough, byt it is ‘not “being poor. in spirit..
Christianity. has as high, yea, fur highér ho-’
tions of honotit, integrity, mil- true noileness
of character, than the world:: The Christipn,
of course. T maan the tnie . Christizn, -may . be.
poor und distressed in wouldly’ circumsting vs
while-he may be aud is poor in spirit, feeling
himselfd sinner, helpless: dnd. wretelied 'in
himself ;7 and yet he is not-poor-spiritedd; he
will:resort to no hase methodof velieving his.
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