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MEDITATION FOR LENT,

Al we like sheep have gone astrey.  Is. Hiii 6.

s¢ Like sheep.?? The figere, thongh simple, is
No animal is more prone o wan-
no animal is mere exposed to
more unable
when it has wandered.
Spe here a lively picture of eur sinful wanderings
¢ It is He that hath made us, and not
we ousselvés: we are iis people, and the sheep of |
I with Him, we should  piture, heartfelt, personal piety, fervent prayer for
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X HYNAN ! ! it ‘ it
with seli-roproach, that you make this humbling
confession 2 Is itwith faith in the good Shepherd,

ith prayer for his restority grace, am}c gratitade
for his redeeming love I %ilvmg his life ;c«: the
peep ? Ui we mayaddress yew' in the ean-
sueep ? na) 3

A AR
couraginz words of 3t Pewer, “ Ye were as sheep

oine asin are now returned unto the Shep-
herd and vour puls. i —From Sermons
on Jsaiah lii. by the Bor. Skn Hamdlcton, M. 4.,
Islingion.

D SMRITCAL UNDER-
STANDING.
4, **For this cause we alse, since
it, dony’ *oase fo pray fur ven, and
4t be o with the koowledge of
m au dopintiaal understanding.”
Snivitual wadersianciif stends opposed fo the
camnat efforts of the mesey rational poawers hm‘v-
exeor acute—itis the rc;ntd‘ fhe h‘ghl of the Holy
Spirit shining upen i€ hea_lt_b_y {neans of the
~ritten word and prayes It d:stm‘glu;hes false f{azn
“iue clailns, Speious crrots from solid truth, pl;;nsxb,e
aelp interested schemes for nromoting the glory of
Chri;!, from sound and cuptax:zal labours to 1ha£ end.
By seisdon il 837 iyl paderstanding t_he. (-hr)s—
ti at Cozosse would ke led to  distinquish
tans that diflers” drtect the sophistry of
things that 8 “HsceTa the dangerous bear'ings
systems; to keep
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ailate was mar

in the memory ; chronelogy, manners, and customs
of the times and people referred to in the Bible, and
the writings of ancient and modern divines and
commentators well studied; a humble exlightened
and cantious critieism, built upof all ticse mate-
rials : such are the ordinary means, now that mira-
culous inspiration has ceased, of attaining to wisdom
and spiritual understending in Seripture truth.
In'this way a truly valuable and faithful ministry
is received, it only there be added to all this for-

divine aid, deep humility, and holy love of Chirist

i mass of nndigested theology can only furnish arms
| for se!f conceit, new inventions aund sophistry, as
"we have seen in the case of the Schoolmen
‘aad Jesuits for so many centuries.—[icpostiory
¢ Leetures on Si. Paul’s Epistle fo the :
Cthe Right Reve Daniel ilson,
L Cedeutla,

PROTESTANT COLLYEGE, ST. JULTAN'S,
MALTA.
YIsiT OF THE BISHOP

FAREWHLL OrF JERUSALEM,

ond filends of the young persons teceiving their
edncation there, at which the clergy of our Natienal
Chaurch in the island assisted, to heara farewell
§ Addvess from the Bishop of Jerusalem, late Vice-
| Prineipal of the Callege, and new, er-efficio, vne
; of the Fatrens, previeus to his departure fur Pales-
j tine. H.s Lordship embarks forthwith in . M.
*steam-vessel Heela for Jaffa or Bavrout, with Mrs.
' Gobal, his family, and snite, the Government hav-
ing placed this vessel at his disposal for thal purpose.
During his residence in the island since his conse-
cration te the bishoprick, the Right Rev. Preiate
has preached on several occasions, and leaves he-
hind him a deepened conviction of his peculiar fit-
ness for the sacred duties of the office in the Chuggh
to which he has heen called ; as his amiable spmit
and Lvangelical principles have long endeared bim
to a pameraus circle in this island, by whom this
distinguished servant of Christ is much beloved and
. respected.

| Weara most happy testate, that the school at
St, Julian®s has since its opening (only nine months
, continued steadily to increase in the number
pupiis 3 and that the English residents on the
{ shoves of the Mediterranean are gladly embracing
| the opportunity of a seminary, effering in this cen-
ttral spot the advantages of eur foundation and gram-
" mar schools in England. -
{ Pupils, we believe, have heon cellected in the
E [nstitution, besides the sons of English residents in
1

i

i
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W

!ikis island, from Naples, Tuuis, Greece, Algiers,
f Syria, &o., the children of merchants, consuls, &e.
fand a large number will be added so soon as ex-
istine local engagements for educalion are dis-
!salved.

P We were happy in wiinessin
D Frday last. The Address of the
tev

Ny

g the Meeting of
¢ night Rev. Pre-
d throughout by that earnest persua-
Csivencss, soand judument, and deep -feeling, which
Deharacterizes Dr. Gohat as an ambessador of Chiist.

ae

4 His veference to the fact of his coming ayain to the

D isdand twelve months ago, expecting to pass Hw re-
mainder of fis fife in the midst of the family helore
him; (the pupils of the College 1) his notural indise
rosition to public life, and the call of Providence
to s present ofiice and wark, awakened {eelingsin

eus way ta which the

great Head of the Church
disposes of events and

cails out his chosen instru-
ments for labour in the vineyard of his planting.

The fxed and deop aitention of the napils to his
Lotdship througheat, as he peinted out to them the
shject of education as respects the intellectual and
moral character; and the end in view as {o tempo-
val and spiritual things, with especial reference to
the word of God as the alone sure and infallible guide
of the young, (taking as the basis of his remarks the
words of the Psalmisty -¢ Wherewithal shall a youag
inan cleanse his way, but by taking heed therclo
according to thy word,™) evinced the power which
a truly spiritnal mind has of seizing on the pro-
founder properties of our naty and pemsnading
even the listlessness of youth 5 leaving an impies-
sion that remains to the latest period of existence.

The Address will not be soon forgotten by the
parents, pupils, or [xiends who had the privilege of
heming it

The Bishop addressed a warm congratulation to
the pupils, and the founders of the [astitution, on
tire choise of his saccessor, called to the importani
office of Prneipal by the unanimous vole of the
Council in England, and enjoying the full confidence
of that bady ; alding the testimeny of his full con-
fidence and satisfaction in leaving the family before
him in ch fhis Reverend and dear brother:
and, though leaving them in person, he should ne-
ver cease to remember the Institution in his prayers
to God ; commending, in a feeling way, himself
and the work to which he was called to the prayers
of all, and especially of the youthbful disciplesof
Christ before him.

The Rev. G. H. Hadfield, Principal of the Col-
lege, addressed his Lovdship, retuming thanks ; ex-
pressing his obligations for the words which had
been spoken io them, which on his own part, and
that of the pupils of the Institution, ha eould answer,
would not seon be forgpiten ; rusting that the Di-
vine blessing would foilow the Bistop and abun-
dantly rest upon him in his apostolic Iabours.

After prayers by the Rev. W. G. Tucker, of II.
M. Dock-yard, the pupils of the Cpllege sung the
Hymn,

How beautcous are their feet,

Who stand on Zien's hill ;

Who bring salvation on their tongues,
Aud words of peace reveal,”
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vsadins by

D.D.r, Dishop of

On Friday, the 11th Dec. an interesting Meeting
tenk place at the above Institaiden, of the parents

all presart, and stiiking reflections an the mysteri- |

elernity, can be had by those who choose to pay
for them, and submit to the requisite ceremonies 3*
and hence their religion sits casy enough npon their
conseience, and allows them all the latitude '.":hich
they can desire, either for this life or the life to
come. .

Naples literally swarms with priests. It is said
there are at least five thousand ecclesiastics of
everv kind ; others put them at ten thousand, in-
cluaing the noviciates. Indeed, priests and soldiers
scem to be the controlling powers of the place.
The lawyers number four thonsand, and are a weal-
thy and highly influential class, having peculiar
privileges, and, in consequence of the extreme
tength of law-suits, Lolding a large portion of the
real estate in their hands.
and fond of display ; and the king is as complete a
despot as ever sat upon the throne. But it is the
priests and friars especially, which attraet the al-
iention of a traveller, for you ecannot take a walk
of half an hour in any of the principal sireets of
the city, without meeting forty or fifty of them in
their peculiar costume, BMultitudes of friars, in
their brown gowns, and black cowls, girdled waists,
and sandalled {eet, may be seen gliding along the
streets, particularly in the moming, and collectling
from the shops and stalls their daily revenue of
charity in the shape of eatables, money, and other
things. Some of the priests are good-leoking men.
‘The higher ecclesiastics especially have quitea
respectable appearance. A very few look ascetic.
Seme are evidently goed-natured, easy, jolly souls,
who belong rather to the race of King Cole, than
of Saint Anthony; while the great mass of the
lower clergy are gross looking, lazy, good for no-
thing fellows, who ure as much lazzaroni and beg-
gars as any of the lowest and leanest of the rabble.

But there are some good institutions in Naples,
and the clergy and particularly the nuns are not
without their use. Several hespitals for the poor
and sick are connected with the monasteries, and
something is Jone for the education of orphan chil-
dren. A common school system of course there is
none 3 and not one half of ail the people can read
or write. The iznorance of the mass isimmense
and we cannet therefore expect them to he very
religious or virtwous. [tis a woader, perhaps, they
are not worse. One thing, at least, isin theirfaveur
they are net intemperate. The perfection of the
clinate, and the vivacioas character of the people,
supply the place of intexicating drinks,
ao monay lo procure them. Generaliy speaking,
they are good natored, and by no means suspicious
and revengeful as they have heen represented.
They love music and shows, and live much ia the
apen air,  The great body of them have nat, and
cannot have, any just conception of what Ckris-
tianity is.

¢ Pietro, what do you worship when you go to

or they have

a

chiureh ?
“i San Geonnaro and the holy virgin, siznoer!™
“Anloef all thingsin the world what do yau

tove hest 177
s To dance the Tarantola, and eat maccaroni.™
“Well, bat you love the service of reli
don“t you ¥7?
¢ () yes, signor, but we peor fellows don't know
much ahout ity and the priests, you know, managze
all that.™ ) )
Tnis is about the amount of the religion of the
cominon neople.
: The educated classes are mostly indifferent or
skeptical.  But skepticism is a little inconvenient
at times, and so it is often kept in the back-ground.

: The Neapolitans of the Caffe houses, those who
: have seen the world, and pretend to any enlarge-
tment of mind, will sometimes talk fieely with
strangers, of the corruptions of their government
and religion, but much of ail this is mere smoka,
and comes to nothing,  To heat some of them, vou
would think thay were on the eve af arevolution, but
itis vox of praierea nikil, breath, and breath only.
Some of the priests are doubtless intellizent, some,
1 hope, are pious ; but a large proportion of them
know litlle except their breviary 3 and for my part
I wonkl rather take my chance of heaven with the
lazgamni, than with the priests. Bat another is
their Fadze, not 5 to their own Master they siand
or fall; and we leave them to Him ¢ who Knoweth
our frame, and remembereth that we are dust.™
One newspaper only is published in Nagles, a
poor looking quarto, subject exclusively to the
control and censorship of the government. ~ A sinzle
universily, not largely attended, is endowed by
the State, and exerts but little influence. The
Jesuits have twe colleges: of course -mecharical
affairs, fitted only to make the mind of a willing
papil guoad baculum, es a'staff, in the hand of an-
Pother, te use the words of thelr founder, Iznatius
Loyola. Iow, then, can freedom,~how can reli-
gion flourish in such acity, or in such a state ?
But as, among the desoiate scoria of Mount Vesuvins,
you see spots of green herbage, and a few solitary
flowers, so, doubtless, there ate pious, nohie-hearted
and beautiful characters, amid tha corrupt and
superstitious  elements of Neapolitan  society.
Everywhere, under Christian influences, more or
less perfect, God has his chesen ones; and every-
where, therefore, we ought io cherish a spirit of
charity and hope—Family Fisiter. -

ONE WAY. OGP SPENDING RELIEF-MONEY.
From Correspondence of ¢ Evengaolical
© Christendom,” h
A scandalons affair, which is not yet ended, has
been hrought (o light by seme of the journals. ” The
nhabitants of the village of Moaville, near Rouen.
Normandy, were overwhelmed, about twe vears
back, by a great catastrophe.  Several houses were

* The following are some of the notices placarn
the churches,  * Imiluigentia Pienaria,  * Ind
- . sy . et
tia, Plenaria, Quotidiana, Toties, Quoties™ “ P

i : 1a1 -
ria [ndulgenia Quatidiana. Pro Vivis et Defunctis.”
. f v P N * *

|+ Plenaria Indulgentia, Perpetua, Totics et Quotics.”™

The nobles are opulent, |

morality aiter another fashion. The

the curés of Paris allowed the
money to remain in theic chests for more than
twelve months. And now they have deliberated,
and resolved that ¢ half the sum shall be devoted
to the saying of masses for those whoe died by the
catastrophe [ 1

What do you say, gentlemen, to such a proceed-
ing as this 7 This money—~—money which was sa-
crod—money which was destined to relieve the
sufferings of the unfortunate—money which had
been solicited on behalf of the distressed ; this
money the priests quietly lay their hands upon,
declating that they will employ it in saying masses
for the dead.  This is no invention or exaggeration.
The minutes of the Chapter, drawn up by these very
priests, have been published, and the aflair has been
referred to the decision of Government. Happily.
the indignation of public opinion will prevent this
act of fraud and spoliation from being tully consum-
mated. It is not possible for the cabinet to consent
to become an accomplice in such an mnignitous con-
duct.

the principles of
archhishop and

THE FAMINE,

Appeel en behalf of Irdland, by the Rev. Hugh
e Nvite, to the Mevekants, Bankers, Gentry, and
Treding Classes of the Towa of Liverpool.

[ dfter quoling the testimony of the D:rmz‘qf Cork,
and the Reelor of @ parish in the Soulh of Ireland,
he concludes thus ]

These are not

€X

ceptions, I grieve to say,but

rather specinens, of vaat it has pleased God, in his
mysierious visitation, to inflict upon our unhkappy
country. Be nst impatient

1

under the distressing
reiteration of Ireland’s miseries. Do not look upon
her as a stranger—yet even as a stranger,a tronble-
scme siranger, if you will—you cannot as Chris-
tians listen to the history of her wreichedness with
unmoved apathy ; but rather receive her as a sister,
an unbappy sister, whose sorrows shouid excite the
sympathies of her brethren, and whose wants shouid
animate their self-denyving effurts to procure for her
without delsy the needful measure of relief.

Say not the Government should do something

more, 1 know it, bui men are starving to death !
Sav not landlords should interfere, each for his

own tenants. 1 know it, hut many, very many of
them have nat the means, and in the meantime men
ate starving to deaih!

Say net the clerzy should doit.  They are deing
to their power | yea, and above their power—still
men are starving to death!

Say not you are feelding the poor Irish in your
own streets, and must pay the enormously increased
poor-tates incurred thereby. 1 know it but men,
women, and children are starving to death !

This is a fact before which an army of excuses
must take to flight. They are perishing of hunger;
and you have encugh and io spare. Look rouad
your tables ; see your precious little enes in all the
rosy brilliancy of health and strength; hear them
asking papa for more bread s take up your loaf upon
loaf, aud help them with a ready hand and happy
heart.  Help jourself also, titl craving nature is
fuily satistied; and when yvou lay down your knaife
and fork,
starviag to deatin !

Men and brethren, mect foxether and form 2
Commiitee of competent men of business, to send
food or meney, or both; or, if yeu deem one Com-
mittee in the town suificient, send your contributions,
promptly and liberally, to our treasurer, Mr. H. J.
Wehster, Rumford-street.

On inquiry, we find in many districts local agen-
cies at work, such as that descrihed in the above-
cited letter.  Qur plan is fo enable such men tocon-
tinue and incresse their suppliss; to keep their
barrel of meal from wasting, and their croise of otl
from being emply, till the season of famine shail be
mercifuliy cverpast,

I need nat add that all our friends so oceapied on
the spot, and so aided by us, feed men, as men,
without reference 1o ereed or party. There is a
time for everyihing—a time for fair. and earnest
argumentation between truth and falseliend, when
men are all weil fed ; and a time for feeding with-
out any argument, when men ave in want.

Again entreating you to allow the dire necessities
of the case {0 excuse the unprecedented boldness of
my intrusion upon you, I have the honour to he
men and brethren, vour faithful sevvant in the Ges-
pel of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Chiist,

Huen MceNEen=.

"

Aigburth, Jan. 5, 1S47.

UNEQUAL DISTRIBUTION OF GIFTS.
A tale from the Gern

S

an.

John, the wise leacher, gazed with delight, at
harvest-time, upen the busy stir and bhustle, the
reaping and gathering upon the fertile fields, and he.
spoke thus to his scholars: : ’

The harvest is like a festive meal which a father
prepared for his children.  And on the day of the
hanguet, he gave to some of them rich gifts, and ke
gave them so abundanily, and with such fave angd
Kindness, that tears of zratitude and of joy came into
their eyes.  Bai some of them he sent away with-+
out gifts, The poor children departed, and tears!
came into their eyes also; vel they were not tears |
of jov, but such as are called forth by grief,

Their bappier brothers saw this, and were greatly

remember, men, women, and chiidren, are |

my heart, there !
—3irs. St. Sunen, in the Mother’s Megazine.

An English Slory, written from  recoilechion—
strict cocuracy cannol be vouched for. o

The Rev. Samuel Wilks, 2 well known dissenting
Minister in Londen, now dead, was called upon by
a very poor labouring man under h;s‘pas‘:oral_ charge,
who had a large Family already and who _tmsrmed
him that his wife had that morring been delivered of
one more child— and,” said poor John, ¢ the
bread is dene, and [ have no money to buy more.”
e, Wilks was disposad to try how the man would
bear a disappeintment; so he said to him witha
careless air: ¢ Well, John, I have vs heard
that when God sends a moaib, he aisg sgnds_breag
to put inte it, and I suppase yon will find it s0.
& Yes, Sir,”* answered John with perfect gocd tem-
per, < 1 am sure of it; and as God has sent the

ahw

mouth to me, [ am come to see whether he hasn’t
sent vou the bread tc put into it.”? A=nd Johu found

that God Lhad done so.

To PRRVERT HER CHIL-
er of the Pelition of
ers.—Habeas Cor-
or

A DMorrer’s CramM
prEx's Farta.— In the Jlatt
rabelic Frances Northand Oth
! case was recently argned in Lon
-Chancellor, Sir Knight bruce, upe
Lereturn to a writ of habeas eorpus 1
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Hy
bodies of the four infant children ©
v North. the widow of Capt. Noth,

bring up the
1
e . s
india Company’s service, but
0 1
'

Alrs. Dudle)
formerly in the East In
who died in Jangary 1843, and upen a petiticn pre-
sented by the children by their aunt, as next friend,
for the appoiniment of & proper persen OF PRISOLS a8
a guardian or guandiaus. It appeared from the peti-
g i marsied his preseat widowin

1
)

tien that Capt. Nost v

3 i %3 " -y
Ausiralia, where three of the chiidren Were oIl
the younzest heing born in Oct. 1543, after the re-

turn of the family to Eogland.  The petition stated

that the father wes a Proiestant, as also was his

wife, and n had
t

7]

2
: until lately they and tha¥ehilire
aitended a Profestant place of worship 3 that Ix
the time that Arabella Frances, Sarab, and Dudley
were of age to be taken to any place of worsh
they were accustomed to ba taken to a pl
testant, 2

place of P

which also they had been taken latter 1
grandmother and aunt; that the jour eht h
been taught to read the Bible, and the Criechism
be

it

the Church of £ngland ; that the children had been
removed, upen the complaint of Mrs. Wilsen and

: having considered that
ily become a conveit to
on, and associated wif
that persuasion, she was not 2 proper
the children. it was

irous of having the cust
and bringing them up ia the Roman
whilst the grandmother and cunt
hiaving them, and bringing them up accard
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mother

Wi
doctrine aad discipline of the Church of :
and of being appeinted their guardians, maintaining

ihem and edacating them at their
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mether, made affidavits
that she and her |

&
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dance at chureh,
he was nol a zealous memb
of Enzland, and, from religious

acrament accorg
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of my said husband’s death,
but what is
uninsttucted and anu
and further, that but {or
duced by the accident aforesaid,
reconciled to, and weunld have
member of the Roman Cathelic
Vice Chancellor gave judgment. Upon the petition
the registrar will let the usual order go, according
to the ordinary form of the court, and with the or-
dinary divections and provisions when an order is
made, upou & petition to appoial 2 guardian or guar-
dians. must, upon the evidence, take it,
that the rfather did not become a Roman Cas
tholie, but that, either from curiesity, or latita-
dinarian notions, of otherwise, he Jid for some
weeks attend the place of Roman Cathalic worship
withoat changing his religion. I must assume that,
having been bred a Protestant, he continucd a Prsi
testant to the end of his life. My opinion is, that
niess this case can be varied h:} sﬁhsequent, evi-

ard

aracoguises
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uni
dep-::e, it is the duty of the Coutt{o ditect that these
c‘!uhurgn snguid be br‘nug?i upias members of the
Church of England. Thatis an obviation, however
which doss not dispose of the intsrim custody Re-
collecting, however, that Mrs. North, of \'c:ham I
desire tospeak as 1 {eel, and os every one in this
ease hasspaken, and as every on i
pears to feel, with the highest
cannot aveid recollecting  that she is a recent con-
vert.  Speaking again of ber mest respecifully, T
cannot avaid being steangly impressed wiih-i!z‘; o,‘-

iomy }

12 fn Giis case ap-
possible tespeet, I

o
d

nish that, consistently with the most conscientious,
kind, and best motives upon her part, the chi!dren,
if placed with her, may receive an inelination an&i

a disposition towards that religion in which, in m
vigw of the-duty of the Court, it is the duty’ of the

Cautt to see that they shonld not be educated, His

maved, and with oue voice they eried, ¢ No ! no’!
it cannet ba the will of our kind father that vou
shonld mourn on the day when we rejoice in his|
goodness.  And how can we rejoice 5o, long as we !
see you mourn 7 Come, and réceive vour shate of |
the blessings which our kind father has siven us we

Thus they speke, and gave of their agifts “with |
fikeral hauds, and the faces of those who received:
grew cheerful, and still more cheerful grew the|
faces of those who gave, i

3
1

i

i the mother to propose horselt either

Honor then directed thatyin the interval, AL
sen (Mr. Wilson consenting), Mr. Frede;i‘ckm&‘vn.
and Miss Arabella North, should have the care of

the four children, and to reside at Ilastings, whera
the mother is to have access daily S o b

. two hours, §
the presence of one of these parties, and wholly ;;‘
i Staining from religious conversation. The retara to

the habeas corpus to be enlargzed

with i
of the relatives to be proposed s With liverty 10 an

as guardian, and fe

sole guardian, if she should be so adfi:e’:!. Sk




