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by the latter as a separate and inde-
pendent nation. Notable also are they
as examples of the writer’s acute and
compact thought, and his phenomen-
ally instructive way of dealing, on
broad luminous lines, with extended
periods and great formative movements
and crises in a nation’s history. To
the reader who has not made acquaint-
ance with them, both works will be
found most stimulating and of surpas-
sing interest, as well as captivating in
their literary attractions. The his-
tory of the Motherland will to Cana-
dians especially be of paramount in-
terest, and those who are familiar with
its author’s monograph, ‘A Trip to
England,” written with a scholar’s de-
lightful enthusiasm of attractive aspects
of historical and social England, will
know the treat they may expect in
reading the unique, thought-laden vol-
umes which deal with the history of
the United Kingdom. The latter work
—the summing up, as it were, 0 the
chief annals in Church and State of
the Mother Country during over 2
thousand years of the national history
—is most interestingly as well as con=
cisely told, with no wearying detail,
but on large lines, yet with such full-
ness of knowledge, as well as consum=
mate literary skill, as stamps the work
of rare and permanent value. An in-
troductory chapter treats of ‘¢ Old
English Polity,” as we see it in the
Saxon kingdoms in England under
Alfred and his successors; Wwhile a
closing one deals with the United
Kingdom expanded into a British Em-
pire, embracing India and the great
self-governing colonies of the Crown.
Within these widely-separated periods
the learned Professor discourses of the
political history of the nation in some
thirty chapters, characterised by much
originality of thought and sincerity of
purpose, and illumined, as we have
said, by great picturesqueness of style.
Of paramount interest, manifestly, are
the chapters that treat of the struggle
between the Crown and the Church ;
the birth of Parliament ; Government,
civil and religious, under the Tudors,
with its pendant, the fight for sovereign



