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T have iee callilng to iind tha have

now outlived eartly all my early coite-i
p waries and early associates, aId many of
later date. I call to iiiii( that in m1V
own tine, aiid withinî my owi mllenoy, a
traisfoiliatioi lias beei accomplislied il
the political condition of the province,
aid iii everythiiig th&at goes to make up a

Igreat aild civilizel Conuînu nity. I reIem-
ber when neither our province, nor any

other British provnce, had responsible

groverniient. I remember wtien the cmn-
duct of provinicial affairs was not iy the

elected representativ es of the population,
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nor by persons of their appointing, or hav-
ing their confidence. I knew the province
when it had no municipal institutions,
now known to be essential to local interests
and local progress. I knew the province
when the various churches amongst which
its people were distributed, were not equal
before the law ; when the establishied
church of old England was practically the
established churcli here, and when there
were claimed for it the exclusive rights
and privileges of an establishment, and
one-seventh of the whole land of the coun-

try. T remember the province whei thiee
was in it lot one university, iiot ne col-
lege, and no system of public schools. I
reiember when, at every electioi, there
was but one polliiig place for a whole

couity, no matter how exteisive wien
the election lasted for a week, and wLi(ien,
except in to(wns, the oiily voters were free-
iolders. I remember wheii the proviice
had not a mile of railway, nor, bIhelieve,
a mile of iiiacaiaiil ze( rload. T rciieleiiber
whenî the priicipal cities of the present
day were but vill ages- wheni tiiis great

city of Toronto was " Little Yoik," and
its population was thiree or four thousand.
1 rememiber when the whole province itd

-( was supposed to have a populationi
of but 150,00, and therefore less than
the populatioi now of Toronto aline. My
meiorv thus goes ibamck of the time when
I begail the practice of imîy professioi Lere,
a ialf century ago. The citv ia tien a

populatioi of but l ),000, and Epper Cai-
ada a populatioli of but ialf a million.
'lhe chianges which hiLve takein place in
oui provmiite in tiat half century have
beeii very great. I ts progr n popula-
tion, i wealth, iii education, in inîtelli-
gence, iii p olitical freedoni, and in imost
mte thiinigs which serve to make a coui-

trv attractive and great, has it fact beeni

His early education was received
chiefly trom private tutors, nine in
number, and all of whom, with one ex-
ception, have passed away.

Choosing the law as his profession
lie, strangely enough, entered the office
of the man who was to become his
strongest political foe for iany years,
John A. Macdonald, at the time but
twenty-two years old, while the young
student was seventeen. When he ar-
rived at mîanhood, Mr. Mowat was
called to the bar and practised for a
short time in his native city, and tben
renoved to Toronto, where he bas
since lived. In this city, where he
commenced his public life as an alder-
man for the years 1857 and 1858,
only two of his associates in the City
Council now survive him.

In the practice of his profession in
Toronto he made choice of the Equity
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